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 Main Idea:  Jesus is the supreme High Priest because he is the minister of an 
eternal new covenant.

“But in fact the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the 
covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old one, since the new 
covenant is established on better promises.”—Hebrews 8:6

Jesus as Mediator
Sin separates humans from God. We can only relate to God indirectly, 
through covenants, sacrifices, and human intercessors (priests and 
prophets). As the perfect priest and prophet, Jesus is the only mediator we 
need. As a prophet, he communicated God’s will through his teachings and 
ministry (1:1–2). As a priest, he offered the only perfect sacrifice that could 
bring us back to God (10:10–14). “For there is one God and one mediator 
between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a 
ransom for all people” (1 Tim. 2:5–6).

New Covenant
�e only reference to the new covenant in the Old Testament is Jeremiah 
31:31–34, which the writer of Hebrews quotes. In the Book of Jeremiah, as 
God was about to punish Israel for disloyalty, he also promised to intervene 
in a new and powerful way. God promised a new covenant—a covenant that 
contrasted the covenant at Sinai in at least four ways:

1. � e Lord will write his law in 
the minds and hearts of those 
in the new covenant.

2. �e Lord will be their God, 
and they will be his people.

3. �e people in the new covenant 
will know the Lord.

4. �e Lord will forgive their 
wickedness.

Jesus said that his sacrifice was the fulfillment 
of the new covenant (Matt. 26:28; 1 Cor. 11:25).

Main Idea:  Jesus’ ministry is in the new tabernacle/temple of God, which is 
the heavenly sanctuary.

“But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now 
already here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle 
that is not made with human hands, that is to say, is not a part of this 
creation. He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; 
but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus 
obtaining eternal redemption.”—Hebrews 9:11–12

Tabernacle (Exodus 25–40)
In the Old Testament, the tabernacle was a moveable Tent of Meeting that 
God commanded Moses to build. God wanted to dwell among his people, 
the Israelites. He wanted to have fellowship with them and be able to 
communicate with them. �e tabernacle and its courtyard were constructed 
according to a pattern set by God, not by Moses. �rough the tabernacle we 
see the steps the Lord laid out for a sinful people to approach a holy God. 
�e tabernacle was built in approximately 1440 , and was the place where 
God dwelt with his people for 400 years. It was used from the time of the 
exodus until the time of King Solomon, when the temple was built.

�e New and Heavenly Tabernacle or Temple of God
�e mercy seat on the ark of the covenant was God’s symbolic throne among 
the Israelites. �e tabernacle or temple was his house. �e book of Hebrews 
tells us that Christ entered the actual Most Holy Place, that is, into the very 
presence of God, in order to cleanse humanity from sin. �is Holy Place, 
this throne room of God, is heavenly and spiritual, where no one has gone 
before except Christ as our High Priest.
�e Bible also tells us that believers are being built into a holy temple 
(1 Peter 2:4–5) as “living stones.” �is is to say, each of us is a dwelling place 
of God. Because the tabernacle or temple is wherever God dwells—and he 
dwells in every believer through his Spirit—then wherever believers are is 
where God’s new tabernacle is located.

Main Idea:  Jesus’ sacrifice is superior because it is the full and final 
atonement for sin.

Yom Kippur: Day of Atonement
On the Day of Atonement, the high priest made atonement for sin in the
tabernacle or the temple. It was the most solemn Jewish holy day. In Hebrew,
Yom means “day”; Kippur means “atonement” or “covering.” Atonement is
God’s way to bring reconciliation and restoration to the problem of human sin
and its effects. In biblical times, the high priest entered the Most Holy Place
in the tabernacle or temple once a year on Yom Kippur. �is was a time of
fasting and prayer. During Yom Kippur, the high priest brought two animals,
usually goats, to the tabernacle. He sacrificed one of the animals and offered
its blood as a sacrifice to pay for his sins and the sins of the people. After the
sacrifice, the high priest placed his hands on the other goat’s head, asking for
God’s forgiveness for all the sins of the people. �e sins of the people were
transferred onto the goat. �en the animal was released into the wilderness.
�is “scapegoat” carried Israel’s sins away, never to return.
In Jesus’ time, a thick veil from floor to ceiling separated the Most Holy Place
in the temple from the other rooms. When Jesus died on the cross, the veil
was ripped from top to bottom. �e torn veil symbolizes the free access
believers now have through Christ to the presence of God (6:19–20; 10:19–20).
Christ came as high priest and entered the Most Holy Place once for all, by
his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption (9:12). Believers in Jesus
accept his sacrifice on the cross as the final atonement for sin.

Atonement for Sins

Old Covenant New Covenant

Type of sacrifice
Blood of animals
Ex. 12:5; Lev. 1-7

Blood of Jesus 
Heb. 9:12; 13:12; 1 John 1:7

Quality of 
sacrifi ce

Not enough; offered over and 
over  Lev. 1-7; Heb. 9:7-9; 10:4

Enough, offered just once
Heb. 9:12, 26

Quantity of 
sacrifi ces

Many
Lev. 1-7; Heb. 10:1

One
Heb. 9:25, 26

Effectiveness
For a day; for a year
Ex. 29–30; Heb. 10:1-4

Forever
Heb. 7:26, 27; Heb. 9:12-15

Action or result
Temporary
Ex. 30:10; Heb. 9:25

Final
Rom. 6:10; Heb. 9:25-28

Main Idea:  Because of Jesus’ supremacy, believers have a supreme calling.

Heroes of the Faith: Hebrews 11

Name Description Bible Reference

Abel
By faith he offered an acceptable 
sacrifi ce.

Gen. 4:2-10

Enoch
By faith he pleased God and was 
taken to him, bypassing death.

Gen. 5:21-24

Noah By faith he built the ark. Gen. 5:30–9:28

Abraham
By faith he followed God, believed 
God’s promise of a son, and offered 
that son as a sacrifice.

Gen. 11:26–25:11

Isaac By faith he blessed his sons’ futures.
Gen. 24:4-66; 25:9-11, 19; 
26:1-40

Jacob By faith he blessed Joseph’s sons. Gen. 25:19–35:29; 49:1-28

Joseph
By faith he spoke prophetically of the 
exodus from Egypt.

Gen. 37:2-36; 39:1-23; 
40:3–50:26; Ex. 1:5-8;13:19

Moses
By faith he chose to be with God’s 
people and kept the first Passover.

Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
and Deuteronomy

Rahab
By faith she kept the Israelite spies 
safe.

Josh. 2:1-24; 6:16-17, 22-25; 
James 2:25; Matt. 1:5

Gideon
By faith he won a great battle against 
the enemies of Israel.

Judg. 6:11–8:35

Barak
By faith he won a great battle against 
the enemies of Israel.

Judg. 4:1–5:15

Samson By faith he fought the Philistines. Judg. 13:1–16:31

Jephthah
By faith he won a great battle against 
the enemies of Israel.

Judg. 11:1–12:7

David
By faith he was a man after God’s 
own heart.

Ruth 4:17, 22; 1 Sam. 
16:1—2 Sam. 24:25

Samuel
By faith he was a prophet and judge 
of Israel.

1 Sam. 1:9–28:20; Ps. 99:6; 
Acts 3:24; 13:20

Main Idea: Supremely practical advice:

�e end of the letter to the Hebrews guides God’s people into God’s 
rest. �is is a journey of faith. Faith allows God’s people to persevere in 
confidence toward the final goal: to rest in God’s presence for all eternity. 
Along the way, believers strive for holiness and for being like Jesus. In 
suffering, Christ showed a life of obedience and perfection. Suffering can 
help believers on their journey toward obedience in faith and love.

ENCOURAGEMENT IN SUFFERING
Although the letter to the Hebrews contains many fascinating and difficult 
themes, we should not get lost in them and miss the main point of the 
letter, which is to encourage believers who are suffering. �is suffering can 
take many forms: physical persecution, spiritual insecurity or emptiness, 
emotional grief, social pressure to move away from Christ, or internal 
doubts about the goodness of God’s creation or of God himself.
�e emphasis in the letter to the Hebrews on the superiority of Christ is 
a way to reveal the excellence of the gospel, to remind believers then and 
now that God has given us all we need to find him, to be touched by his love 
and compassion, and to reach out to touch others with that same love. �e 
Christian life, a life of love and hospitality, a journey of faith that sets its 
eyes on the magnificent example of Christ, begins not with who we are but 
with who Christ is. �e faithfulness of other believers, including the “heroes 
of the faith” described in Hebrews 11 as well as those believers who dwell 
among us today, is meant to encourage us. And the letter to the Hebrews 
helps us to become instruments in God’s hands.

• Love fellow believers (v. 1)
• Show hospitality to strangers 

(v. 2)
• Remember the prisoners 

(v. 3)
• Hold marriage in honor (v. 4)
• Be content; don’t love money

(vv. 5-6)

• Imitate the faithful (vv. 7-8)
• Don’t be carried away by 

strange teachings (vv. 9-14)
• Offer sacrifices of praise to 

God (v. 15)
• Share with others (v. 16)
• Submit to leaders (v. 17)

• Today, we have many pressures to move away from the teachings 
of Jesus Christ and the apostles. What kinds of temptations and 
pressures do we experience? (See pages 1–2)

• �e writer of Hebrews shows that Jesus is far superior to angels, 
Moses, and priests in several keys ways. What are some ways 
today that people (including Christians) mistakenly view certain 
individuals, religious leaders, or even spirits as being above Jesus? 
(See pages 3–6)

• Jesus was a high priest in the order of Melchizedek. Look at the 
comparison chart between Melchizedek and Jesus. Which one of 
the traits that makes Jesus Christ’s priesthood supreme stood out 
to you and why? (See page 7)

• As Christians today, we live under the New Covenant. Look at 
the list of four promises God made regarding the new covenant. 
Which one is most important to you right now and why? (See 
page 8)

• �e Bible says that believers in Christ are being built into a holy 
temple. What does it mean that God dwells in each of us? (See 
page 9)

• Why is Jesus’ atonement for sin superior to the Old Testament 
methods? What significance does this have for believers today 
when we face our own sins? (See page 10)

• Faith causes us to do different things. Some of the people in the 
list in Hebrews 11 were very active, while others are praised for 
doing very simple things. What does this tell you about what it 
means to be a “hero of the faith”? (See page 11)

• Read through the guidelines for Christian living in Hebrews 13. 
Pick three of them and explain how you intend to live these out in 
practical ways. (See page 12) 

“Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant 
brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the 
sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work 
in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for 
ever and ever.”—Hebrews 13:20–21

2 3 4 5 STUDY QUESTIONS

7 REQUESTS FOR PRAYER, FINAL GREETINGS,
AND BENEDICTION HEB. 13:1825
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of the new covenant (Matt. 26:28; 1 Cor. 11:25).

Great High Priest
When Christ is called our 
Great High Priest (Heb. 
4:14), it is because he and 
he alone was chosen by God 
to make the perfect sacrifice 
and intercession for us before 
God’s merciful throne—and 
not before an earthly throne, 
but before the very throne of 
God’s presence!

6 GUIDELINES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING
HEB. 13:117

A CALL TO PERSEVERANCE, FAITHFULNESS,
AND DISCIPLINE HEB. 10:1912:29

THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST’S SACRIFICE 
HEB. 9:1310:18

THE SUPERIORITY OF THE NEW 
TABERNACLE HEB. 9:112

THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST AS HIGH 
PRIEST OF THE NEW COVENANT HEB. 8:113

• Book Outline, Author and Date

• Jesus, the Great High Priest

• Encouragement in Suff ering
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� e letter to the Hebrews was written to Christians who faced a strong
temptation to abandon or move away from the teachings of the apostles.
At that time, the world around them was in continuous change. Many
cultures and religions of the Greek way of life (known as Hellenism) were
coming together under infl uence of the Roman Empire. Rome allowed
these various religions to coexist, but only if they also adhered to the
Roman forms of worship—especially the worship of the emperor.

� ese fi rst generations of Christians faced two powerful challenges:
(1) Temptation to return to the “purity” of Judaism
(2) Fierce persecution by authorities who threatened their lives

� e writer of Hebrews encourages these believers to persevere through
suff ering and withstand the temptation to abandon their faith.

� e letter to the Hebrews is important for
Christians today because temptations to
move away from the teachings of Christ and
the apostles continue to exist. Just as the
writer to the Hebrews encouraged readers to

“hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for
he who promised is faithful” (Heb. 10:23), so
we, too, need the same encouragement.
In the entire New Testament, the book of 
Hebrews is written in the most sophisticated 
Greek. Its main points are made in a careful 
and thoughtful way, as a very educated 
person of the times would write. In this way, 
it is very much a “Hellenistic” letter. However, 
it is also deeply rooted in the Old Testament. 
Knowledge of Old Testament doctrines 
and practices helps readers understand the 
message of the letter.

�e author of Hebrews explains Jesus’ 
teachings by means of contrasts. �e 
author makes the main point early on: Jesus 
reveals God in new and more complete ways 
(1:1–3). In other words, Jesus is superior to 
everything that preceded him. In fact, Jesus 
Christ is the fulfi llment of every promise 
that preceded him. In him, we have a better 
hope, a better covenant, a better sanctuary, 
and a better inheritance. Jesus is the High 
Priest, and no more human priests are 
necessary because there is no longer a need 
for repeated sacrifices. Jesus is the one and 
only sacrifi ce.

OUTLINE
�e letter to the Hebrews can be divided into seven sections as follows:

1. THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST OVER ANGELS, MOSES,
AND PRIESTS HEB. 1:17:28
a. Supremacy of Christ’s Revelation (1:1–4)
b. Supremacy of Christ over Angels (1:5—2:18)
c. Supremacy of Christ over Moses (3:1—4:13)
d. Supremacy of Christ over Priests (4:14—7:28)

2. THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST AS THE HIGH PRIEST OF 
THE NEW COVENANT 8:113

3. THE SUPERIORITY OF THE NEW TABERNACLE 9:112

4. THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST’S SACRIFICE 9:1310:18

5. A CALL TO PERSEVERANCE, FAITHFULNESS, AND 
DISCIPLINE 10:1912:29

6. RULES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 13:117

7. REQUEST FOR PRAYER, FINAL GREETINGS, AND 
BENEDICTION 13:1825

Jesus reveals God in new and more complete ways. 

SUPREMACY OF CHRIST’S REVELATION 1:14
Main Idea: Jesus is superior because of who he is and what he did.

• Jesus is God. He is the exact representation of the Father’s being.
• Jesus made the full and final sacrifice of purification for sins.

SUPREMACY OF CHRIST OVER ANGELS 1:52:18
Main Idea: Jesus rules! He is far above the angels because he alone is God’s 
Son, and he became human in order to accomplish what no angel could ever 
do—bring about the salvation of the human race.

Son of God
“Son of God” can be used metaphorically to describe a special relationship 
with God: that of creator and creature. For example, Adam is called the “son 
of God” in Luke 3:38 because he was the first created human. Angels are 
also referred to as “sons of God” (Job 1:6; 38:7) because they are spiritual 
beings created by God. Jesus is not the Son of God in either of these senses. 
�e Bible makes a clear distinction in the use of the term “Son of God” for 
Jesus. John calls Jesus “the only” or “only begotten” Son (John 1:14, 18). In 
Jesus’ case, “Son” refers to his divinity, as the eternally begotten Son of God. 

“Son” can also be used metaphorically for Jesus in that he is the descendant 
of David, and hence, the Messiah, the rightful King of Israel. When both 
senses (divine and human) are combined, Jesus is effectively the Messiah, 
the Son of David, and God in the flesh—God and man at the same time. 
And for that reason, Jesus is superior to angels and to all previous revelation.

SUPREMACY OF CHRIST OVER MOSES 3:14:13
Main Idea: Jesus’ authority is superior to the authority of Moses.

Moses
Moses was perhaps the most important person in the Old Testament. He 
was born to a Hebrew slave family in Egypt. When Pharaoh issued a decree 
to kill all Hebrew boys, Moses’ mother put him in a basket and placed it 
in the Nile. He was rescued by an Egyptian princess and was raised in the 
palace. When Moses was forty years old, he reached out to his Hebrew 
people. He murdered an Egyptian who was beating a Hebrew slave. Fearing 

Pharaoh, Moses escaped to Midian. When Moses was eighty, God called 
to him from a burning bush and commanded him to lead the Israelites out 
of Egypt. Moses felt inadequate, so God revealed to Moses his divine name 
and provided him with the ability to perform several miracles to prove his 
authority.
Moses reluctantly obeyed, and after calling down ten plagues on Egypt, he 
led the Israelites as they wandered in the wilderness for forty years. Moses 
died on Mount Nebo, within sight of the Promised Land.

Wilderness Wanderings
As the Israelites approached the Promised Land, God instructed Moses to 
send twelve men to explore the land. �eir report confirmed all that God 
had promised: a land flowing with milk and honey! However, they also 
brought bad news; the people already in the land were too strong. Filled with 
fear despite the assurances from Moses, Joshua, and Caleb, the Israelites 
rebelled and refused to follow God’s instructions to conquer the land. God’s 
punishment was terrible: that whole generation died in the wilderness, 
except for Joshua and Caleb, the two faithful spies who trusted God.

Moses the Faithful Servant Jesus the Faithful Son

Moses had direct communication with 
God (Num. 12:4-8).

Jesus is God’s “word” and has had 
direct communication with the Father 
from eternity (John 1:1).

Moses was God’s primary 
spokesman—the chief prophet of the 
Old Testament (Deut. 18:17-20).

Jesus is God’s primary and final Word 
to us. He is the Prophet—the supreme 
revelation of God.

Moses represented the people of Israel 
before God. He acted as a priest on 
occasion, pleading for God’s people
(Num. 14:10-20).

Jesus represents all of humanity before 
God. He is the High Priest of our faith.

Moses led Israel up to the entrance of 
the Promised Land, but was not able to 
complete the journey to the Promised 
Land.

Jesus has gone ahead of his people to 
prepare a place for them (John 14:1-3) 
in our “Promised Land” of God’s rest.

SUPREMACY OF CHRIST OVER PRIESTS 4:147:28
Main Idea: Jesus’ representation and mediation of humanity before God

were greater than all other priests.

“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as 
we are—yet he did not sin.”—Hebrews 4:15

�e High Priest
Aaron was Moses and Miriam’s brother and the first high priest of Israel. 
God assigned Aaron to be Moses’ assistant (Ex. 4:14–17), and Aaron served 
throughout the exodus and the journey through the wilderness. As the high 
priest, Aaron was in charge of the tabernacle and all the activities around 
it. Despite his closeness to God and Moses, Aaron committed a terrible sin 
when he agreed to build an idol—the golden calf—for Israel (Ex. 32:1–10). 
Aaron died in the wilderness, and 
the community mourned him for 
thirty days (Num. 20:22–29).
Only the sons of Aaron could 
become high priests. Only the 
high priest could enter the inner 
sanctuary of the tabernacle or 
temple to minister before the mercy 
seat on the Day of Atonement once a 
year. God chose the high priest to be 
the mediator between God and the 
Israelites. �e sacrifices on the Day 
of Atonement—and most especially 
the prayers of intercession that took 
place in the Most Holy Place before 
the mercy seat—could only be done 
by the high priest, and only on this 
day in the proper manner.

Human High Priest Jesus the High Priest

Offered sacrifices for his own sins 
(Heb. 5:3).

Did not need to offer a sacrifice for 
himself because he was without sin 
(Heb. 4:15). Able to sympathize with 
our weaknesses because he became 
human (2:17). 

Offered sacrifices for the sins of the 
people (5:3).

Continually intercedes for the people 
(7:25). Entered the inner sanctuary on 
our behalf (6:19-20).

All earthly priests died and thus their 
priesthood ended (7:23).

Made a priest forever by God (5:6, 10; 
6:20). A permanent priest because he 
lives forever (7:24).

Offered the sacrifice of goats and bulls 
(9:12–13).

He is both the one who offers the 
sacrifice and is the sacrifice himself 
(7:27).

Priest by birth and ancestry (5:4). Was not a priest by birth (7:16).

Served in the earthly copy or shadow 
of the real sanctuary (8:5).

Serves in the real tabernacle of heaven 
(8:2; 9:11, 24). Has gone through the 
heavens (4:14).

Served under the old covenant (7:5).
Served under a new and better 
covenant (8:6).

Ministry is less than Jesus’ ministry 
(7:6-7).

Ministry is greater than the priests’ 
ministry (8:6).

His animal sacrifices were not sufficient 
to accomplish the removal of sin (9:9; 
10:11).

His sacrifice of his own blood is able to 
completely remove sins (9:14; 10:14).

Offered sacrifices year after year (10:1).
Offered only one sacrifice once for all, 
so there is no more need for sacrifices 
(9:26; 10:10, 18).

Only the high priest entered the Most 
Holy Place in the earthly sanctuary 
(9:7).

All who have faith in Jesus can 
confidently enter the Most Holy Place in 
the heavenly sanctuary (10:19).

Melchizedek
After Abraham came back from fighting enemy armies to free Lot, his 
nephew Melchizedek, king of Salem, met him on the road with a gift of 
bread and wine. Abraham recognized him as and priest of the true God 
by giving to him one tenth of his earnings, which was the king’s share 
(Gen. 14:18-20). (See also 1 Sam. 8:15-17)

Melchizedek Christ

Melchizedek’s name means “king of 
righteousness.”

Christ is the Righteous One (Acts 3:14; 
Jer. 23:5-6).

Melchizedek was king of Salem 
(Jerusalem). The word “salem” means 
peace (Gen. 14:18; Heb. 7:2).

He is the Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6) 
and the rightful king of Jerusalem for 
all time.

Melchizedek was a priest of God Most 
High (Gen. 14:18) before Aaron and 
the Levitical priesthood. (Aaron and 
his sons were ordained as the priestly 
family for Israel in Lev. 8.)

Christ’s high priesthood precedes and 
is superior to any other priesthood—
that is, the priesthood of Aaron in 
Leviticus 8 and of Melchizedek in 
Genesis 14 (Heb. 7:4-10).

Old Testament priests offered blessings 
for God’s people (Num. 6:22-27).

As High Priest (Heb. 7:4-10), Christ 
blesses God’s people with every 
spiritual blessing (Eph. 1:3).

Melchizedek blesses Abraham on 
God’s behalf (Gen. 14:19-20).

Christ blesses us, Abraham’s spiritual 
children (Gal. 3:29).

“hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for 

it is very much a “Hellenistic” letter. However, 

Who Wrote the Book of 
Hebrews?
The author of the letter to the 
Hebrews is unknown. Some 
scholars suggest that the 
apostle Paul wrote Hebrews. 
However, Paul identifi ed 
himself as the writer in his 
letters, and the author of 
Hebrews does not identify 
himself. Also, the difference 
in themes and style between 
Paul’s letters and Hebrews 
argues against Paul as the 
author.

“to the hope we profess…” “for he who promised is faithful.”

THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST OVER 
ANGELS, MOSES, AND PRIESTS HEB. 1:17:281Dating the Book of 

Hebrews
Many scholars suggest that 
the letter to the Hebrews 
was written between AD 60 
to 69 for two main reasons: 
(1) The author of Hebrews 
mentions Timothy (Heb. 
13:23), and (2) the temple 
in Jerusalem, which was 
destroyed in AD 70, still
appears to be standing. The 
author speaks of the temple 
in the present tense and does 
not make reference to the 
end of the Old Testament 
sacrifi cial system.

5

seat on the Day of Atonement once a 

Functions of the Priests
A priest is an intermediary—someone 
who works as a go-between or 
mediator between two parties. The 
English language has more words 
that express this concept: intercessor, 
arbiter, and advocate. As intercessor, 
the priests’ role in the time of Jesus 
had two parts:

1. Priests represented the people 
to God by offering sacrifices, 
which were required in the 
covenant God made with 
Israel at Mount Sinai.

2. Priests represented God to 
the people. The priesthood
functioned as the voice of 
God—in both teaching and 
prophetic roles.

“Hold unswervingly…”
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�e letter to the Hebrews was written to Christians who faced a strong 
temptation to abandon or move away from the teachings of the apostles. 
At that time, the world around them was in continuous change. Many 
cultures and religions of the Greek way of life (known as Hellenism) were 
coming together under influence of the Roman Empire. Rome allowed 
these various religions to coexist, but only if they also adhered to the 
Roman forms of worship—especially the worship of the emperor. 

�ese first generations of Christians faced two powerful challenges: 
(1) Temptation to return to the “purity” of Judaism
(2) Fierce persecution by authorities who threatened their lives

�e writer of Hebrews encourages these believers to persevere through 
suffering and withstand the temptation to abandon their faith. 

�e letter to the Hebrews is important for 
Christians today because temptations to 
move away from the teachings of Christ and 
the apostles continue to exist. Just as the 
writer to the Hebrews encouraged readers to 

“hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for 
he who promised is faithful” (Heb. 10:23), so 
we, too, need the same encouragement.
In the entire New Testament, the book of 
Hebrews is written in the most sophisticated 
Greek. Its main points are made in a careful 
and thoughtful way, as a very educated 
person of the times would write. In this way, 
it is very much a “Hellenistic” letter. However, 
it is also deeply rooted in the Old Testament. 
Knowledge of Old Testament doctrines 
and practices helps readers understand the 
message of the letter.

� e author of Hebrews explains Jesus’
teachings by means of contrasts. � e
author makes the main point early on: Jesus
reveals God in new and more complete ways
(1:1–3). In other words, Jesus is superior to
everything that preceded him. In fact, Jesus
Christ is the fulfi llment of every promise
that preceded him. In him, we have a better
hope, a better covenant, a better sanctuary,
and a better inheritance. Jesus is the High
Priest, and no more human priests are
necessary because there is no longer a need
for repeated sacrifi ces. Jesus is the one and
only sacrifi ce.

OUTLINE
� e letter to the Hebrews can be divided into seven sections as follows:

1. THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST OVER ANGELS, MOSES,
AND PRIESTS HEB. 1:17:28
a. Supremacy of Christ’s Revelation (1:1–4)
b. Supremacy of Christ over Angels (1:5—2:18)
c. Supremacy of Christ over Moses (3:1—4:13)
d. Supremacy of Christ over Priests (4:14—7:28)

2. THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST AS THE HIGH PRIEST OF
THE NEW COVENANT 8:113

3. THE SUPERIORITY OF THE NEW TABERNACLE 9:112

4. THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST’S SACRIFICE 9:1310:18

5. A CALL TO PERSEVERANCE, FAITHFULNESS, AND
DISCIPLINE 10:1912:29

6. RULES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 13:117

7. REQUEST FOR PRAYER, FINAL GREETINGS, AND
BENEDICTION 13:1825

Jesus reveals God in new and more complete ways. 

SUPREMACY OF CHRIST’S REVELATION 1:14
Main Idea: Jesus is superior because of who he is and what he did.

• Jesus is God. He is the exact representation of the Father’s being.
• Jesus made the full and final sacrifice of purification for sins.

SUPREMACY OF CHRIST OVER ANGELS 1:52:18
Main Idea: Jesus rules! He is far above the angels because he alone is God’s 
Son, and he became human in order to accomplish what no angel could ever 
do—bring about the salvation of the human race.

Son of God
“Son of God” can be used metaphorically to describe a special relationship 
with God: that of creator and creature. For example, Adam is called the “son 
of God” in Luke 3:38 because he was the first created human. Angels are 
also referred to as “sons of God” (Job 1:6; 38:7) because they are spiritual 
beings created by God. Jesus is not the Son of God in either of these senses. 
�e Bible makes a clear distinction in the use of the term “Son of God” for 
Jesus. John calls Jesus “the only” or “only begotten” Son (John 1:14, 18). In 
Jesus’ case, “Son” refers to his divinity, as the eternally begotten Son of God. 

“Son” can also be used metaphorically for Jesus in that he is the descendant 
of David, and hence, the Messiah, the rightful King of Israel. When both 
senses (divine and human) are combined, Jesus is effectively the Messiah, 
the Son of David, and God in the flesh—God and man at the same time. 
And for that reason, Jesus is superior to angels and to all previous revelation.

SUPREMACY OF CHRIST OVER MOSES 3:14:13
Main Idea: Jesus’ authority is superior to the authority of Moses.

Moses
Moses was perhaps the most important person in the Old Testament. He 
was born to a Hebrew slave family in Egypt. When Pharaoh issued a decree 
to kill all Hebrew boys, Moses’ mother put him in a basket and placed it 
in the Nile. He was rescued by an Egyptian princess and was raised in the 
palace. When Moses was forty years old, he reached out to his Hebrew 
people. He murdered an Egyptian who was beating a Hebrew slave. Fearing 

Pharaoh, Moses escaped to Midian. When Moses was eighty, God called 
to him from a burning bush and commanded him to lead the Israelites out 
of Egypt. Moses felt inadequate, so God revealed to Moses his divine name 
and provided him with the ability to perform several miracles to prove his 
authority.
Moses reluctantly obeyed, and after calling down ten plagues on Egypt, he 
led the Israelites as they wandered in the wilderness for forty years. Moses 
died on Mount Nebo, within sight of the Promised Land.

Wilderness Wanderings
As the Israelites approached the Promised Land, God instructed Moses to 
send twelve men to explore the land. �eir report confirmed all that God 
had promised: a land flowing with milk and honey! However, they also 
brought bad news; the people already in the land were too strong. Filled with 
fear despite the assurances from Moses, Joshua, and Caleb, the Israelites 
rebelled and refused to follow God’s instructions to conquer the land. God’s 
punishment was terrible: that whole generation died in the wilderness, 
except for Joshua and Caleb, the two faithful spies who trusted God.

Moses the Faithful Servant Jesus the Faithful Son

Moses had direct communication with 
God (Num. 12:4-8).

Jesus is God’s “word” and has had 
direct communication with the Father 
from eternity (John 1:1).

Moses was God’s primary 
spokesman—the chief prophet of the 
Old Testament (Deut. 18:17-20).

Jesus is God’s primary and final Word 
to us. He is the Prophet—the supreme 
revelation of God.

Moses represented the people of Israel 
before God. He acted as a priest on 
occasion, pleading for God’s people
(Num. 14:10-20).

Jesus represents all of humanity before 
God. He is the High Priest of our faith.

Moses led Israel up to the entrance of 
the Promised Land, but was not able to 
complete the journey to the Promised 
Land.

Jesus has gone ahead of his people to 
prepare a place for them (John 14:1-3) 
in our “Promised Land” of God’s rest.

SUPREMACY OF CHRIST OVER PRIESTS 4:147:28
Main Idea: Jesus’ representation and mediation of humanity before God

were greater than all other priests.

“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as 
we are—yet he did not sin.”—Hebrews 4:15

�e High Priest
Aaron was Moses and Miriam’s brother and the first high priest of Israel. 
God assigned Aaron to be Moses’ assistant (Ex. 4:14–17), and Aaron served 
throughout the exodus and the journey through the wilderness. As the high 
priest, Aaron was in charge of the tabernacle and all the activities around 
it. Despite his closeness to God and Moses, Aaron committed a terrible sin 
when he agreed to build an idol—the golden calf—for Israel (Ex. 32:1–10). 
Aaron died in the wilderness, and 
the community mourned him for 
thirty days (Num. 20:22–29).
Only the sons of Aaron could 
become high priests. Only the 
high priest could enter the inner 
sanctuary of the tabernacle or 
temple to minister before the mercy 
seat on the Day of Atonement once a 
year. God chose the high priest to be 
the mediator between God and the 
Israelites. �e sacrifices on the Day 
of Atonement—and most especially 
the prayers of intercession that took 
place in the Most Holy Place before 
the mercy seat—could only be done 
by the high priest, and only on this 
day in the proper manner.

Human High Priest Jesus the High Priest

Offered sacrifices for his own sins 
(Heb. 5:3).

Did not need to offer a sacrifice for 
himself because he was without sin 
(Heb. 4:15). Able to sympathize with 
our weaknesses because he became 
human (2:17). 

Offered sacrifices for the sins of the 
people (5:3).

Continually intercedes for the people 
(7:25). Entered the inner sanctuary on 
our behalf (6:19-20).

All earthly priests died and thus their 
priesthood ended (7:23).

Made a priest forever by God (5:6, 10; 
6:20). A permanent priest because he 
lives forever (7:24).

Offered the sacrifice of goats and bulls 
(9:12–13).

He is both the one who offers the 
sacrifice and is the sacrifice himself 
(7:27).

Priest by birth and ancestry (5:4). Was not a priest by birth (7:16).

Served in the earthly copy or shadow 
of the real sanctuary (8:5).

Serves in the real tabernacle of heaven 
(8:2; 9:11, 24). Has gone through the 
heavens (4:14).

Served under the old covenant (7:5).
Served under a new and better 
covenant (8:6).

Ministry is less than Jesus’ ministry 
(7:6-7).

Ministry is greater than the priests’ 
ministry (8:6).

His animal sacrifices were not sufficient 
to accomplish the removal of sin (9:9; 
10:11).

His sacrifice of his own blood is able to 
completely remove sins (9:14; 10:14).

Offered sacrifices year after year (10:1).
Offered only one sacrifice once for all, 
so there is no more need for sacrifices 
(9:26; 10:10, 18).

Only the high priest entered the Most 
Holy Place in the earthly sanctuary 
(9:7).

All who have faith in Jesus can 
confidently enter the Most Holy Place in 
the heavenly sanctuary (10:19).

Melchizedek
After Abraham came back from fighting enemy armies to free Lot, his 
nephew Melchizedek, king of Salem, met him on the road with a gift of 
bread and wine. Abraham recognized him as and priest of the true God 
by giving to him one tenth of his earnings, which was the king’s share 
(Gen. 14:18-20). (See also 1 Sam. 8:15-17)

Melchizedek Christ

Melchizedek’s name means “king of 
righteousness.”

Christ is the Righteous One (Acts 3:14; 
Jer. 23:5-6).

Melchizedek was king of Salem 
(Jerusalem). The word “salem” means 
peace (Gen. 14:18; Heb. 7:2).

He is the Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6) 
and the rightful king of Jerusalem for 
all time.

Melchizedek was a priest of God Most 
High (Gen. 14:18) before Aaron and 
the Levitical priesthood. (Aaron and 
his sons were ordained as the priestly 
family for Israel in Lev. 8.)

Christ’s high priesthood precedes and 
is superior to any other priesthood—
that is, the priesthood of Aaron in 
Leviticus 8 and of Melchizedek in 
Genesis 14 (Heb. 7:4-10).

Old Testament priests offered blessings 
for God’s people (Num. 6:22-27).

As High Priest (Heb. 7:4-10), Christ 
blesses God’s people with every 
spiritual blessing (Eph. 1:3).

Melchizedek blesses Abraham on 
God’s behalf (Gen. 14:19-20).

Christ blesses us, Abraham’s spiritual 
children (Gal. 3:29).

“hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for 

it is very much a “Hellenistic” letter. However, 

Who Wrote the Book of 
Hebrews?
The author of the letter to the 
Hebrews is unknown. Some 
scholars suggest that the 
apostle Paul wrote Hebrews. 
However, Paul identified 
himself as the writer in his 
letters, and the author of 
Hebrews does not identify 
himself. Also, the difference 
in themes and style between 
Paul’s letters and Hebrews 
argues against Paul as the 
author.

“to the hope we profess…” “for he who promised is faithful.”

THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST OVER 
ANGELS, MOSES, AND PRIESTS HEB. 1:17:281Dating the Book of 

Hebrews
Many scholars suggest that 
the letter to the Hebrews 
was written between AD 60 
to 69 for two main reasons: 
(1) The author of Hebrews
mentions Timothy (Heb.
13:23), and (2) the temple
in Jerusalem, which was
destroyed in AD 70, still
appears to be standing. The
author speaks of the temple
in the present tense and does
not make reference to the
end of the Old Testament
sacrifi cial system.
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seat on the Day of Atonement once a 

Functions of the Priests
A priest is an intermediary—someone 
who works as a go-between or 
mediator between two parties. The 
English language has more words 
that express this concept: intercessor, 
arbiter, and advocate. As intercessor, 
the priests’ role in the time of Jesus 
had two parts:

1. Priests represented the people 
to God by offering sacrifices, 
which were required in the 
covenant God made with 
Israel at Mount Sinai.

2. Priests represented God to 
the people. The priesthood
functioned as the voice of 
God—in both teaching and 
prophetic roles.
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�e letter to the Hebrews was written to Christians who faced a strong 
temptation to abandon or move away from the teachings of the apostles. 
At that time, the world around them was in continuous change. Many 
cultures and religions of the Greek way of life (known as Hellenism) were 
coming together under influence of the Roman Empire. Rome allowed 
these various religions to coexist, but only if they also adhered to the 
Roman forms of worship—especially the worship of the emperor. 

�ese first generations of Christians faced two powerful challenges: 
(1) Temptation to return to the “purity” of Judaism
(2) Fierce persecution by authorities who threatened their lives

�e writer of Hebrews encourages these believers to persevere through 
suffering and withstand the temptation to abandon their faith. 

�e letter to the Hebrews is important for 
Christians today because temptations to 
move away from the teachings of Christ and 
the apostles continue to exist. Just as the 
writer to the Hebrews encouraged readers to 

“hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for 
he who promised is faithful” (Heb. 10:23), so 
we, too, need the same encouragement.
In the entire New Testament, the book of 
Hebrews is written in the most sophisticated 
Greek. Its main points are made in a careful 
and thoughtful way, as a very educated 
person of the times would write. In this way, 
it is very much a “Hellenistic” letter. However, 
it is also deeply rooted in the Old Testament. 
Knowledge of Old Testament doctrines 
and practices helps readers understand the 
message of the letter.

�e author of Hebrews explains Jesus’ 
teachings by means of contrasts. �e 
author makes the main point early on: Jesus 
reveals God in new and more complete ways 
(1:1–3). In other words, Jesus is superior to 
everything that preceded him. In fact, Jesus 
Christ is the fulfi llment of every promise 
that preceded him. In him, we have a better 
hope, a better covenant, a better sanctuary, 
and a better inheritance. Jesus is the High 
Priest, and no more human priests are 
necessary because there is no longer a need 
for repeated sacrifices. Jesus is the one and 
only sacrifi ce.

OUTLINE
�e letter to the Hebrews can be divided into seven sections as follows:

1. THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST OVER ANGELS, MOSES,
AND PRIESTS HEB. 1:17:28
a. Supremacy of Christ’s Revelation (1:1–4)
b. Supremacy of Christ over Angels (1:5—2:18)
c. Supremacy of Christ over Moses (3:1—4:13)
d. Supremacy of Christ over Priests (4:14—7:28)

2. THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST AS THE HIGH PRIEST OF 
THE NEW COVENANT 8:113

3. THE SUPERIORITY OF THE NEW TABERNACLE 9:112

4. THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST’S SACRIFICE 9:1310:18

5. A CALL TO PERSEVERANCE, FAITHFULNESS, AND 
DISCIPLINE 10:1912:29

6. RULES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 13:117

7. REQUEST FOR PRAYER, FINAL GREETINGS, AND 
BENEDICTION 13:1825

Jesus reveals God in new and more complete ways. 

SUPREMACY OF CHRIST’S REVELATION 1:14
Main Idea: Jesus is superior because of who he is and what he did.

• Jesus is God. He is the exact representation of the Father’s being.
• Jesus made the full and fi nal sacrifi ce of purifi cation for sins.

SUPREMACY OF CHRIST OVER ANGELS 1:52:18
Main Idea: Jesus rules! He is far above the angels because he alone is God’s 
Son, and he became human in order to accomplish what no angel could ever 
do—bring about the salvation of the human race.

Son of God
“Son of God” can be used metaphorically to describe a special relationship 
with God: that of creator and creature. For example, Adam is called the “son 
of God” in Luke 3:38 because he was the fi rst created human. Angels are 
also referred to as “sons of God” (Job 1:6; 38:7) because they are spiritual 
beings created by God. Jesus is not the Son of God in either of these senses. 
� e Bible makes a clear distinction in the use of the term “Son of God” for
Jesus. John calls Jesus “the only” or “only begotten” Son (John 1:14, 18). In
Jesus’ case, “Son” refers to his divinity, as the eternally begotten Son of God.

“Son” can also be used metaphorically for Jesus in that he is the descendant
of David, and hence, the Messiah, the rightful King of Israel. When both
senses (divine and human ) are combined, Jesus is eff ectively the Messiah,
the Son of David, and God in the fl esh—God and man at the same time.
And for that reason, Jesus is superior to angels and to all previous revelation.

SUPREMACY OF CHRIST OVER MOSES 3:14:13
Main Idea: Jesus’ authority is superior to the authority of Moses.

Moses
Moses was perhaps the most important person in the Old Testament. He 
was born to a Hebrew slave family in Egypt. When Pharaoh issued a decree 
to kill all Hebrew boys, Moses’ mother put him in a basket and placed it 
in the Nile. He was rescued by an Egyptian princess and was raised in the 
palace. When Moses was forty years old, he reached out to his Hebrew 
people. He murdered an Egyptian who was beating a Hebrew slave. Fearing 

Pharaoh, Moses escaped to Midian. When Moses was eighty, God called 
to him from a burning bush and commanded him to lead the Israelites out 
of Egypt. Moses felt inadequate, so God revealed to Moses his divine name 
and provided him with the ability to perform several miracles to prove his 
authority.
Moses reluctantly obeyed, and after calling down ten plagues on Egypt, he 
led the Israelites as they wandered in the wilderness for forty years. Moses 
died on Mount Nebo, within sight of the Promised Land.

Wilderness Wanderings
As the Israelites approached the Promised Land, God instructed Moses to 
send twelve men to explore the land. �eir report confirmed all that God 
had promised: a land flowing with milk and honey! However, they also 
brought bad news; the people already in the land were too strong. Filled with 
fear despite the assurances from Moses, Joshua, and Caleb, the Israelites 
rebelled and refused to follow God’s instructions to conquer the land. God’s 
punishment was terrible: that whole generation died in the wilderness, 
except for Joshua and Caleb, the two faithful spies who trusted God.

Moses the Faithful Servant Jesus the Faithful Son

Moses had direct communication with 
God (Num. 12:4-8).

Jesus is God’s “word” and has had 
direct communication with the Father 
from eternity (John 1:1).

Moses was God’s primary 
spokesman—the chief prophet of the 
Old Testament (Deut. 18:17-20).

Jesus is God’s primary and final Word 
to us. He is the Prophet—the supreme 
revelation of God.

Moses represented the people of Israel 
before God. He acted as a priest on 
occasion, pleading for God’s people
(Num. 14:10-20).

Jesus represents all of humanity before 
God. He is the High Priest of our faith.

Moses led Israel up to the entrance of 
the Promised Land, but was not able to 
complete the journey to the Promised 
Land.

Jesus has gone ahead of his people to 
prepare a place for them (John 14:1-3) 
in our “Promised Land” of God’s rest.

SUPREMACY OF CHRIST OVER PRIESTS 4:147:28
Main Idea: Jesus’ representation and mediation of humanity before God

were greater than all other priests.

“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as 
we are—yet he did not sin.”—Hebrews 4:15

�e High Priest
Aaron was Moses and Miriam’s brother and the first high priest of Israel. 
God assigned Aaron to be Moses’ assistant (Ex. 4:14–17), and Aaron served 
throughout the exodus and the journey through the wilderness. As the high 
priest, Aaron was in charge of the tabernacle and all the activities around 
it. Despite his closeness to God and Moses, Aaron committed a terrible sin 
when he agreed to build an idol—the golden calf—for Israel (Ex. 32:1–10). 
Aaron died in the wilderness, and 
the community mourned him for 
thirty days (Num. 20:22–29).
Only the sons of Aaron could 
become high priests. Only the 
high priest could enter the inner 
sanctuary of the tabernacle or 
temple to minister before the mercy 
seat on the Day of Atonement once a 
year. God chose the high priest to be 
the mediator between God and the 
Israelites. �e sacrifices on the Day 
of Atonement—and most especially 
the prayers of intercession that took 
place in the Most Holy Place before 
the mercy seat—could only be done 
by the high priest, and only on this 
day in the proper manner.

Human High Priest Jesus the High Priest

Offered sacrifices for his own sins 
(Heb. 5:3).

Did not need to offer a sacrifice for 
himself because he was without sin 
(Heb. 4:15). Able to sympathize with 
our weaknesses because he became 
human (2:17). 

Offered sacrifices for the sins of the 
people (5:3).

Continually intercedes for the people 
(7:25). Entered the inner sanctuary on 
our behalf (6:19-20).

All earthly priests died and thus their 
priesthood ended (7:23).

Made a priest forever by God (5:6, 10; 
6:20). A permanent priest because he 
lives forever (7:24).

Offered the sacrifice of goats and bulls 
(9:12–13).

He is both the one who offers the 
sacrifice and is the sacrifice himself 
(7:27).

Priest by birth and ancestry (5:4). Was not a priest by birth (7:16).

Served in the earthly copy or shadow 
of the real sanctuary (8:5).

Serves in the real tabernacle of heaven 
(8:2; 9:11, 24). Has gone through the 
heavens (4:14).

Served under the old covenant (7:5).
Served under a new and better 
covenant (8:6).

Ministry is less than Jesus’ ministry 
(7:6-7).

Ministry is greater than the priests’ 
ministry (8:6).

His animal sacrifices were not sufficient 
to accomplish the removal of sin (9:9; 
10:11).

His sacrifice of his own blood is able to 
completely remove sins (9:14; 10:14).

Offered sacrifices year after year (10:1).
Offered only one sacrifice once for all, 
so there is no more need for sacrifices 
(9:26; 10:10, 18).

Only the high priest entered the Most 
Holy Place in the earthly sanctuary 
(9:7).

All who have faith in Jesus can 
confidently enter the Most Holy Place in 
the heavenly sanctuary (10:19).

Melchizedek
After Abraham came back from fighting enemy armies to free Lot, his 
nephew Melchizedek, king of Salem, met him on the road with a gift of 
bread and wine. Abraham recognized him as and priest of the true God 
by giving to him one tenth of his earnings, which was the king’s share 
(Gen. 14:18-20). (See also 1 Sam. 8:15-17)

Melchizedek Christ

Melchizedek’s name means “king of 
righteousness.”

Christ is the Righteous One (Acts 3:14; 
Jer. 23:5-6).

Melchizedek was king of Salem 
(Jerusalem). The word “salem” means 
peace (Gen. 14:18; Heb. 7:2).

He is the Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6) 
and the rightful king of Jerusalem for 
all time.

Melchizedek was a priest of God Most 
High (Gen. 14:18) before Aaron and 
the Levitical priesthood. (Aaron and 
his sons were ordained as the priestly 
family for Israel in Lev. 8.)

Christ’s high priesthood precedes and 
is superior to any other priesthood—
that is, the priesthood of Aaron in 
Leviticus 8 and of Melchizedek in 
Genesis 14 (Heb. 7:4-10).

Old Testament priests offered blessings 
for God’s people (Num. 6:22-27).

As High Priest (Heb. 7:4-10), Christ 
blesses God’s people with every 
spiritual blessing (Eph. 1:3).

Melchizedek blesses Abraham on 
God’s behalf (Gen. 14:19-20).

Christ blesses us, Abraham’s spiritual 
children (Gal. 3:29).

“hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for 

it is very much a “Hellenistic” letter. However, 

Who Wrote the Book of 
Hebrews?
The author of the letter to the 
Hebrews is unknown. Some 
scholars suggest that the 
apostle Paul wrote Hebrews. 
However, Paul identified 
himself as the writer in his 
letters, and the author of 
Hebrews does not identify 
himself. Also, the difference 
in themes and style between 
Paul’s letters and Hebrews 
argues against Paul as the 
author.
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appears to be standing. The 
author speaks of the temple 
in the present tense and does 
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English language has more words 
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arbiter, and advocate. As intercessor, 
the priests’ role in the time of Jesus 
had two parts:
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which were required in the 
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�e letter to the Hebrews was written to Christians who faced a strong 
temptation to abandon or move away from the teachings of the apostles. 
At that time, the world around them was in continuous change. Many 
cultures and religions of the Greek way of life (known as Hellenism) were 
coming together under influence of the Roman Empire. Rome allowed 
these various religions to coexist, but only if they also adhered to the 
Roman forms of worship—especially the worship of the emperor. 

�ese first generations of Christians faced two powerful challenges: 
(1) Temptation to return to the “purity” of Judaism
(2) Fierce persecution by authorities who threatened their lives

�e writer of Hebrews encourages these believers to persevere through 
suffering and withstand the temptation to abandon their faith. 

�e letter to the Hebrews is important for 
Christians today because temptations to 
move away from the teachings of Christ and 
the apostles continue to exist. Just as the 
writer to the Hebrews encouraged readers to 

“hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for 
he who promised is faithful” (Heb. 10:23), so 
we, too, need the same encouragement.
In the entire New Testament, the book of 
Hebrews is written in the most sophisticated 
Greek. Its main points are made in a careful 
and thoughtful way, as a very educated 
person of the times would write. In this way, 
it is very much a “Hellenistic” letter. However, 
it is also deeply rooted in the Old Testament. 
Knowledge of Old Testament doctrines 
and practices helps readers understand the 
message of the letter.

�e author of Hebrews explains Jesus’ 
teachings by means of contrasts. �e 
author makes the main point early on: Jesus 
reveals God in new and more complete ways 
(1:1–3). In other words, Jesus is superior to 
everything that preceded him. In fact, Jesus 
Christ is the fulfi llment of every promise 
that preceded him. In him, we have a better 
hope, a better covenant, a better sanctuary, 
and a better inheritance. Jesus is the High 
Priest, and no more human priests are 
necessary because there is no longer a need 
for repeated sacrifices. Jesus is the one and 
only sacrifi ce.

OUTLINE
�e letter to the Hebrews can be divided into seven sections as follows:

1. THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST OVER ANGELS, MOSES,
AND PRIESTS HEB. 1:17:28
a. Supremacy of Christ’s Revelation (1:1–4)
b. Supremacy of Christ over Angels (1:5—2:18)
c. Supremacy of Christ over Moses (3:1—4:13)
d. Supremacy of Christ over Priests (4:14—7:28)

2. THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST AS THE HIGH PRIEST OF 
THE NEW COVENANT 8:113

3. THE SUPERIORITY OF THE NEW TABERNACLE 9:112

4. THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST’S SACRIFICE 9:1310:18

5. A CALL TO PERSEVERANCE, FAITHFULNESS, AND 
DISCIPLINE 10:1912:29

6. RULES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 13:117

7. REQUEST FOR PRAYER, FINAL GREETINGS, AND 
BENEDICTION 13:1825

Jesus reveals God in new and more complete ways. 

SUPREMACY OF CHRIST’S REVELATION 1:14
Main Idea: Jesus is superior because of who he is and what he did.

• Jesus is God. He is the exact representation of the Father’s being.
• Jesus made the full and final sacrifice of purification for sins.

SUPREMACY OF CHRIST OVER ANGELS 1:52:18
Main Idea: Jesus rules! He is far above the angels because he alone is God’s 
Son, and he became human in order to accomplish what no angel could ever 
do—bring about the salvation of the human race.

Son of God
“Son of God” can be used metaphorically to describe a special relationship 
with God: that of creator and creature. For example, Adam is called the “son 
of God” in Luke 3:38 because he was the first created human. Angels are 
also referred to as “sons of God” (Job 1:6; 38:7) because they are spiritual 
beings created by God. Jesus is not the Son of God in either of these senses. 
�e Bible makes a clear distinction in the use of the term “Son of God” for 
Jesus. John calls Jesus “the only” or “only begotten” Son (John 1:14, 18). In 
Jesus’ case, “Son” refers to his divinity, as the eternally begotten Son of God. 

“Son” can also be used metaphorically for Jesus in that he is the descendant 
of David, and hence, the Messiah, the rightful King of Israel. When both 
senses (divine and human) are combined, Jesus is effectively the Messiah, 
the Son of David, and God in the flesh—God and man at the same time. 
And for that reason, Jesus is superior to angels and to all previous revelation.

SUPREMACY OF CHRIST OVER MOSES 3:14:13
Main Idea: Jesus’ authority is superior to the authority of Moses.

Moses
Moses was perhaps the most important person in the Old Testament. He 
was born to a Hebrew slave family in Egypt. When Pharaoh issued a decree 
to kill all Hebrew boys, Moses’ mother put him in a basket and placed it 
in the Nile. He was rescued by an Egyptian princess and was raised in the 
palace. When Moses was forty years old, he reached out to his Hebrew 
people. He murdered an Egyptian who was beating a Hebrew slave. Fearing 

Pharaoh, Moses escaped to Midian. When Moses was eighty, God called 
to him from a burning bush and commanded him to lead the Israelites out 
of Egypt. Moses felt inadequate, so God revealed to Moses his divine name 
and provided him with the ability to perform several miracles to prove his 
authority.
Moses reluctantly obeyed, and after calling down ten plagues on Egypt, he 
led the Israelites as they wandered in the wilderness for forty years. Moses 
died on Mount Nebo, within sight of the Promised Land.

Wilderness Wanderings
As the Israelites approached the Promised Land, God instructed Moses to 
send twelve men to explore the land. � eir report confi rmed all that God 
had promised: a land fl owing with milk and honey! However, they also 
brought bad news; the people already in the land were too strong. Filled with 
fear despite the assurances from Moses, Joshua, and Caleb, the Israelites 
rebelled and refused to follow God’s instructions to conquer the land. God’s 
punishment was terrible: that whole generation died in the wilderness, 
except for Joshua and Caleb, the two faithful spies who trusted God.

Moses the Faithful Servant Jesus the Faithful Son

Moses had direct communication with 
God (Num. 12:4-8).

Jesus is God’s “word” and has had 
direct communication with the Father 
from eternity (John 1:1).

Moses was God’s primary 
spokesman—the chief prophet of the 
Old Testament (Deut. 18:17-20).

Jesus is God’s primary and fi nal Word 
to us. He is the Prophet—the supreme 
revelation of God.

Moses represented the people of Israel 
before God. He acted as a priest on 
occasion, pleading for God’s people 
(Num. 14:10-20).

Jesus represents all of humanity before 
God. He is the High Priest of our faith.

Moses led Israel up to the entrance of 
the Promised Land, but was not able to 
complete the journey to the Promised 
Land.

Jesus has gone ahead of his people to 
prepare a place for them (John 14:1-3) 
in our “Promised Land” of God’s rest.

SUPREMACY OF CHRIST OVER PRIESTS 4:147:28
Main Idea: Jesus’ representation and mediation of humanity before God

were greater than all other priests.

“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as 
we are—yet he did not sin.”—Hebrews 4:15

�e High Priest
Aaron was Moses and Miriam’s brother and the first high priest of Israel. 
God assigned Aaron to be Moses’ assistant (Ex. 4:14–17), and Aaron served 
throughout the exodus and the journey through the wilderness. As the high 
priest, Aaron was in charge of the tabernacle and all the activities around 
it. Despite his closeness to God and Moses, Aaron committed a terrible sin 
when he agreed to build an idol—the golden calf—for Israel (Ex. 32:1–10). 
Aaron died in the wilderness, and 
the community mourned him for 
thirty days (Num. 20:22–29).
Only the sons of Aaron could 
become high priests. Only the 
high priest could enter the inner 
sanctuary of the tabernacle or 
temple to minister before the mercy 
seat on the Day of Atonement once a 
year. God chose the high priest to be 
the mediator between God and the 
Israelites. �e sacrifices on the Day 
of Atonement—and most especially 
the prayers of intercession that took 
place in the Most Holy Place before 
the mercy seat—could only be done 
by the high priest, and only on this 
day in the proper manner.

Human High Priest Jesus the High Priest

Offered sacrifices for his own sins 
(Heb. 5:3).

Did not need to offer a sacrifice for 
himself because he was without sin 
(Heb. 4:15). Able to sympathize with 
our weaknesses because he became 
human (2:17). 

Offered sacrifices for the sins of the 
people (5:3).

Continually intercedes for the people 
(7:25). Entered the inner sanctuary on 
our behalf (6:19-20).

All earthly priests died and thus their 
priesthood ended (7:23).

Made a priest forever by God (5:6, 10; 
6:20). A permanent priest because he 
lives forever (7:24).

Offered the sacrifice of goats and bulls 
(9:12–13).

He is both the one who offers the 
sacrifice and is the sacrifice himself 
(7:27).

Priest by birth and ancestry (5:4). Was not a priest by birth (7:16).

Served in the earthly copy or shadow 
of the real sanctuary (8:5).

Serves in the real tabernacle of heaven 
(8:2; 9:11, 24). Has gone through the 
heavens (4:14).

Served under the old covenant (7:5).
Served under a new and better 
covenant (8:6).

Ministry is less than Jesus’ ministry 
(7:6-7).

Ministry is greater than the priests’ 
ministry (8:6).

His animal sacrifices were not sufficient 
to accomplish the removal of sin (9:9; 
10:11).

His sacrifice of his own blood is able to 
completely remove sins (9:14; 10:14).

Offered sacrifices year after year (10:1).
Offered only one sacrifice once for all, 
so there is no more need for sacrifices 
(9:26; 10:10, 18).

Only the high priest entered the Most 
Holy Place in the earthly sanctuary 
(9:7).

All who have faith in Jesus can 
confidently enter the Most Holy Place in 
the heavenly sanctuary (10:19).

Melchizedek
After Abraham came back from fighting enemy armies to free Lot, his 
nephew Melchizedek, king of Salem, met him on the road with a gift of 
bread and wine. Abraham recognized him as and priest of the true God 
by giving to him one tenth of his earnings, which was the king’s share 
(Gen. 14:18-20). (See also 1 Sam. 8:15-17)

Melchizedek Christ

Melchizedek’s name means “king of 
righteousness.”

Christ is the Righteous One (Acts 3:14; 
Jer. 23:5-6).

Melchizedek was king of Salem 
(Jerusalem). The word “salem” means 
peace (Gen. 14:18; Heb. 7:2).

He is the Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6) 
and the rightful king of Jerusalem for 
all time.

Melchizedek was a priest of God Most 
High (Gen. 14:18) before Aaron and 
the Levitical priesthood. (Aaron and 
his sons were ordained as the priestly 
family for Israel in Lev. 8.)

Christ’s high priesthood precedes and 
is superior to any other priesthood—
that is, the priesthood of Aaron in 
Leviticus 8 and of Melchizedek in 
Genesis 14 (Heb. 7:4-10).

Old Testament priests offered blessings 
for God’s people (Num. 6:22-27).

As High Priest (Heb. 7:4-10), Christ 
blesses God’s people with every 
spiritual blessing (Eph. 1:3).

Melchizedek blesses Abraham on 
God’s behalf (Gen. 14:19-20).

Christ blesses us, Abraham’s spiritual 
children (Gal. 3:29).
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it is very much a “Hellenistic” letter. However, 
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Hebrews is unknown. Some 
scholars suggest that the 
apostle Paul wrote Hebrews. 
However, Paul identified 
himself as the writer in his 
letters, and the author of 
Hebrews does not identify 
himself. Also, the difference 
in themes and style between 
Paul’s letters and Hebrews 
argues against Paul as the 
author.
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to 69 for two main reasons: 
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mentions Timothy (Heb. 
13:23), and (2) the temple 
in Jerusalem, which was 
destroyed in AD 70, still
appears to be standing. The 
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not make reference to the 
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who works as a go-between or 
mediator between two parties. The 
English language has more words 
that express this concept: intercessor, 
arbiter, and advocate. As intercessor, 
the priests’ role in the time of Jesus 
had two parts:

1. Priests represented the people 
to God by offering sacrifices, 
which were required in the 
covenant God made with 
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2. Priests represented God to 
the people. The priesthood
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