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The Death of Jesus

From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. 
About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama 
sabachthani?”—which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?” And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his 
spirit. Matt. 27:45–50

It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land 
until the ninth hour, for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two from top to bottom and the earth shook and the 
rocks split. Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I 
commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last. 
Luke 23:44–46

When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw 
the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrifi ed, and 
exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!” Matt. 27:54

The soldiers came and broke the legs of the fi rst man who had been 
crucifi ed with Jesus, and then those of the other. But when they came to 
Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 
Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a 
sudden fl ow of blood and water. John 19:32–34

Many women were there, watching from a distance.  Among them were 
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the mother of 
Zebedee’s sons. Matt. 27:55–56

The Burial of Jesus
As evening approached, 
there came a rich man from 
Arimathea, named Joseph, who 
had himself become a disciple 
of Jesus. Going to Pilate, he 
asked for Jesus’ body, and Pilate 
ordered that it be given to him. 
Joseph took the body, wrapped 
it in a clean linen cloth, and 
placed it in his own new tomb 
that he had cut out of the rock. 
He rolled a big stone in front 
of the entrance to the tomb and 
went away. Matt. 27:57–60

The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and 
saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it. Then they went home and 
prepared spices and perfumes. Luke 23:55–56

THE RESURRECTION—SUNDAY
On the fi rst day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took 

the spices they had prepared and 
went to the tomb. They found 
the stone rolled away from the 
tomb, but when they entered, 
they did not fi nd the body of 
the Lord Jesus. While they were 
wondering about this, suddenly 
two men in clothes that gleamed 
like lightning stood beside them. 
In their fright the women bowed 
down with their faces to the 
ground, but the men said to them, 
“Why do you look for the living 
among the dead? He is not here; 
he has risen! Remember how he 
told you, while he was still with 
you in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man 
must be delivered into the hands 
of sinful men, be crucifi ed and on 
the third day be raised again.’ ” 
Then they remembered his words.

When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the 
Eleven disciples and to all the others. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 
Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to 
the apostles. But they did not believe the women, because their words 
seemed to them like nonsense. Peter, however, got up and ran to the 
tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and 
he went away, wondering to himself what had happened. Luke 24:1–12

On the Road to Emmaus
After his resurrection, 
Jesus appeared to many 
people—to more than fi ve 
hundred people, according 
to the Apostle Paul 
(1 Cor. 15:4–5). Jesus’ 
encounter with two of his 
followers on the road to 
Emmaus was especially 
compelling. As they 
walked and talked about 
all that had happened 
a few days back, a man 
approached them and 
asked them about their 
conversation. They related 
to him all that they had witnessed, including the testimony of the women who 
visited the tomb on Sunday morning. Then, Jesus said to them:

“How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer these things 
and then enter his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the 
Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures 
concerning himself. 

As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted 
as if he were going farther. But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, 
for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay 
with them. 

When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke 
it and began to give it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they 
recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. They asked each 
other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us 
on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” Luke 24:25–32

JESUS TOOK OUR SINS, grief, 
and sorrows upon himself and 
brought them down into the 
grave with him. Just as Jesus 

rose to newness of life (Ezek. 36:26–27), God gives 
a new life to those who trust in him. Therefore, 
his death and resurrection allow us to begin a 
special relationship with the Lord Jesus. Confess 
him with your mouth and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead. This faith may 
be expressed to God through heartfelt prayer, like 
the one below:

God, I believe that you sent Jesus into the world 
because of your great love.

I believe that Jesus gave himself for my sins and 
that you raised him from the dead. I ask for your 
forgiveness through Jesus, that I may receive 
the new life that comes through him. I want to 
confess Jesus as my Lord and put my trust in you.

Thank you for loving me as your child. Please 
continue teaching me and help me understand 
your words.

I am eager to hear from you and know you better. 
I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Jesus’ Death and Resurrection from the Gospels
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Jesus Appeared to his Disciples
Then Jesus appeared to his disciples, greeting them, “Peace be with you.” He 
reassured them and dispelled their doubts, showing them that he had indeed 
risen from the dead. He taught them: “This is what I told you while I was 
still with you: Everything must be fulfi lled that is written about me in the 
Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” Luke 24:36–44

Jesus and Peter 
Toward the end of his time on earth, Jesus appeared to his disciples as they 
were fi shing. After eating with them, Jesus approached Peter. Three times, 
Jesus asked Peter, “Do you love me?” Peter affi rmed his love for Jesus on each 
occasion. The last time, Peter answered Jesus, “Lord, you know all things; 
you know that I love you.” To this, Jesus answered, “Feed my sheep.” Jesus 
had restored Peter after his denial on the night of Jesus’ arrest. John 21:15–17

The Great Commission
Then the eleven disciples went to 
Galilee, to the mountain where 
Jesus had told them to go. When 
they saw him, they worshiped 
him; but some doubted. Then 
Jesus came to them and said, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Therefore go 
and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end 
of the age.” Matt. 28:16–20

The Ascension
When he had led them out to the 
vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his 
hands and blessed them. While he 
was blessing them, he left them 
and was taken up into heaven. 
Then they worshiped him and 
returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy. And they stayed continually 
at the temple, praising God. 
Luke 24:50–53

MEDICAL  EFFECTS  OF  JESUS’  TREATMENT
Injury Description

Beating 
(Matt. 26:67–68; 
27:30; John 19:3)

• Blows to the head while blindfolded produced 
swelling, bruising, and damage to features.

Flogging/scourging 
(John 19:1)

• Jesus was tied to a post and whipped with 
a fl agellum (whip with heavy leather thongs 
ending with lead or iron balls and bone pieces) 
until his skin and underlying muscles were 
shredded in bloody strips.

• Flogging was designed to bring the victim 
close to death; it likely resulted in shock and 
major blood loss.

Mocking/crown of thorns 
(Matt 27:29; John 19:2)

• The heavy robe would have stuck to Jesus’ 
bloody fl esh when torn off.
• Thorns up to 1 inch long which pierced scalp 
tissue produced severe bleeding and pain.

Carrying the cross beam 
(John 19:17)

• A beam weighing approximately 100 pounds 
was tied over Jesus’ bloody shoulders; along 
with dehydration and exhaustion, it probably 
produced collapse.

Crucifi xion 
(Matt. 27:35; John 19:18)

• Iron spikes (5-6 inches) in his wrists and feet 
severed major nerves.
• Hanging from wrists above the head made 
exhalation diffi cult; pushing up with the nailed 
feet allowed breathing, but it became diffi cult 
and fi nally impossible.

Death 
(Matt. 27:50)

• Heart failure brought on by shock and 
suffocation may have been the fi nal trauma that 
killed Jesus.

Spear wound
 (John 19:34)

• A fl ow of blood and water suggests that the 
spear ruptured the sac surrounding the heart, 
followed by the heart itself.
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� �THE CRUCIFIXION

As they were going out, they met 
a man from Cyrene, named Simon, 
and they forced him to carry the 
cross. Matt. 27:32

When they came to Golgotha, the 
place called the Skull, there they 
crucified [Jesus], along with the 
criminals—one on his right, the 
other on his left. Jesus said, “Father, 
forgive them, for they do not know 
what they are doing.” And they 
divided up his clothes by casting 
lots. Luke 23:33–34

Those who passed by hurled insults 
at him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who are going to destroy 
the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the 
cross, if you are the Son of God!” Matt. 27:39–40

The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine 
vinegar and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” There 
was a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of the jews. 
One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you 
the Christ? Save yourself and us!” But the other criminal rebuked him. 
“Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? 
We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But 
this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me 
when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus answered him, “I tell you the 
truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” Luke 23:36–43

Now it was the governor’s custom at the Feast to release a prisoner 
chosen by the crowd. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called 
Barabbas. While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him 
this message: “Don’t have anything to do with that innocent man, for 
I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him.” But the 
chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and 
to have Jesus executed. 

“Which of the two do 
you want me to release to 
you?” asked the governor. 
“Barabbas,” they answered. 
“What shall I do, then, 
with Jesus who is called 
Christ?” Pilate asked. They 
all answered, “Crucify him!” 
“Why? What crime has he 
committed?” asked Pilate. But 
they shouted all the louder, 
“Crucify him!”

When Pilate saw that he
was getting nowhere, he
took water and washed his
hands in front of the crowd.
“I am innocent of this man’s
blood,” he said. “It is your
responsibility!” All the people
answered, “Let his blood be on
us and on our children!” Then
he released Barabbas to them.
But he had Jesus flogged,
and handed him over to be
crucified. Matt. 27:15–26

The Soldiers Mocked Jesus
Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered 
the whole company of soldiers around him. They stripped him and put a 
scarlet robe on him, and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set 
it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand and knelt in front of him 
and mocked him. “Hail, king of the Jews!” they said. They spit on him, 
and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again. After they 
had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. 
Then they led him away to crucify him. Matt. 27:27–31
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The Lord’s Supper
On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, Jesus sent his disciples
to prepare everything so they could celebrate together. As they ate together,
Jesus announced that one of them would betray him, and identified Judas as
the betrayer. As the Passover meal was being eaten, Jesus instituted a new
celebration, the Lord’s Supper:

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, “Drink 
from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit 
of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in 
my Father’s kingdom.” Matt. 26:26–29

Jesus Predicted Peter’s Denial
and the Disciples’ Weakness
Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account
of me.” … Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never
will.” “I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the
rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” But Peter declared, “Even if
I have to die with you, I will never deny you.” Matt. 26:31–35

Jesus’ Prayer in the
Garden of Gethsemane
Jesus and his disciples left the room and
went to the Mount of Olives. There, in
the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus asked
his disciples to join him and watch over
him while he prayed. But they could not
remain awake.

Jesus prayed and agonized about the
suffering he would experience. In all,
however, he remained humble and
obedient as he prayed:

“My Father, if it is possible, may this 
cup be taken from me. Yet not as I 
will, but as you will.” Matt. 26:39

After praying, he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you 
still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour is near, and the Son of Man is 
betrayed into the hands of sinners.” Matt. 26:45

Jesus Arrested
While he was still speaking,
Judas, one of the Twelve,
arrived. With him was a large
crowd armed with swords
and clubs, sent from the chief
priests and the elders of the
people. Now the betrayer had
arranged a signal with them:
“The one I kiss is the man;
arrest him.” Going at once to
Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings,
Rabbi!” and kissed him. Jesus
replied, “Friend, do what you
came for.”

Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. With that,
one of Jesus’ companions reached for his sword, drew it out and struck
the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear. But Jesus answered, “No
more of this!” And he touched the man’s ear and healed him.

THE EASTER STORY 
FROM THE GOSPELS OF MATTHEW AND LUKE

THE EASTER STORY is a love story. It’s the story of a 
loving God willing to sacrifi ce himself for the sake of his 
creation. The Easter story tells us how Jesus fulfi lled all that 
God had promised. The last days of Jesus’ life were fi lled 
with dangers and sadness. Jesus, the King of the Universe, 
would experience betrayal, rejection, insults, and physical, 
emotional, and spiritual terror. Through all, Jesus remained 

obedient to the end. On a Friday afternoon, he was crucifi ed and died. 

However, the Easter Story does not end with defeat and death. On 
Sunday, Jesus rose from the dead, conquering Satan, death, and the 
forces of evil. Jesus atoned for our sins, reconciled us with God, and gave 
us hope for a new future. Easter is a story of love, victory, and new life.

THE LAST WEEK

For three years, Jesus had 
traveled with his disciples, 
preached, healed, and announced 
the coming of God’s kingdom. 
A week before his death, Jesus 
entered Jerusalem, taught his 
disciples and prepared them for 
his eventual death. As a fi nal 
preparation, Jesus wanted to 
share the Passover celebration 
with his disciples. As Jesus 
said often, all of these things 
happened as fulfi llment of God’s 
promises to prophets in the Old 
Testament (see Matt. 1:22;  
Luke 18:31; 22:37). 

When Jesus had fi nished saying all these things, he said to his disciples, 
“As you know, the Passover is two days away—and the Son of Man will 
be handed over to be crucifi ed.” Matt. 26:2

In those days, the Jewish leaders were plotting to kill Jesus. Judas Iscariot 
approached them with a plan to betray Jesus. They had found their opportunity 
to get rid of Jesus.

TOWARD THE CROSS—FRIDAY
The Decision to Kill Jesus is Made
Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to the decision to put Jesus to death. Matt. 27:1

At daybreak the council of the elders of the people, both the chief priests 
and teachers of the law, met together, and Jesus was led before them. “If 
you are the Christ,” they said, “tell us.” 

Jesus answered, “If I tell you, you will not believe me, and if I asked you, 
you would not answer. But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated 
at the right hand of the mighty God.” 

They all asked, “Are you then the Son of God?” He replied, “You are 
right in saying I am.” Then they said, “Why do we need any more 
testimony? We have heard it from his own lips.” Luke 22:66–71

Judas Hanged Himself
When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, 
he was seized with remorse and returned the thirty silver coins to the 
chief priests and the elders. “I have sinned,” he said, “for I have betrayed 
innocent blood.” 

“What is that to us?” they replied. “That’s your responsibility.” So Judas 
threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and 
hanged himself. Matt. 27:3–5

Jesus before Pilate and Herod
They bound him, led
him away and handed
him over to Pilate, the
governor. Matt. 27:2

After Pilate interrogated
Jesus, the governor sent
Jesus to Herod. Herod
attempted to talk with
Jesus, but he was more
curious to see a miracle
than interested in doing
justice. After ridiculing
him, Herod sent Jesus
back to Pilate.

“Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at 
my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? But how then would 
the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?” At that 
time Jesus said to the crowd, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have 
come out with swords and clubs to capture me? Every day I sat in the 
temple courts teaching, and you did not arrest me. But this has all taken 
place that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the 
disciples deserted him and fled. Matt. 26:47–56

Jesus Tried Before the High Priest
Jesus was brought before the leaders of the Jews—the Sanhedrin. False
witnesses were brought in, but their testimony did not agree. Without any
evidence to condemn Jesus, the high priest accused him of blasphemy. But Jesus 
remained silent. So, the high priest said to him: “I charge you under oath by 
the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” “Yes, it is as 
you say,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: In the future you will see 
the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming 
on the clouds of heaven.” 

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken 
blasphemy! Why do we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have 
heard the blasphemy. What do you think?” “He is worthy of death,” 
they answered. Then they spit in his face and struck him with their fists. 

Others slapped him and said, 
“Prophesy to us, Christ. Who 
hit you?” Matt. 26:63–68

Peter Denied Jesus
Peter followed Jesus as he
was brought before the Jewish
authorities. While in the
courtyard, Jesus’ words to
Peter became true. Filled with
fear and doubts, Peter denied
Jesus three times. Then, the
Gospels say, “Immediately
a rooster crowed. Then
Peter remembered the word
Jesus had spoken: ‘Before
the rooster crows, you will
disown me three times.’ And
he went outside and wept
bitterly.” Matt. 26:75

All rights reserved. It is illegal to copy, transmit electronically, or 
reproduce this pamphlet in whole or in part in any form. 010212SCG

Printed in the USA. May not be posted or transmitted on the internet.

Stock #117X The Easter Story pamphlet
Retailers: Package of 5 pamphlets = Stock #118X  (ISBN-13: 978-159636-483-7)

ISBN-13: 978-159636-482-0
ISBN-10: 159636-482-3

© 2012 Bristol Works, Inc.
Rose Publishing, Inc.
4733 Torrance Blvd., #259
Torrance, CA 90503 U.S.A.
email: info@rose-publishing.com
www.rose-publishing.com

Rose Publishing has more than 100 Bible reference pamphlets.

All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the 
Holy Bible, New International Version®. NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978,
1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights 
reserved worldwide.

Cover Image: ©James Steidl

432 5 6

117X_EasterStory.indd   1 2/3/12   4:09 PM

www.hendricksonrose.com © 2018 Rose Publishing,LLC. Bible Reference Made Easy
Permission granted to the original purchaser to print out. It is illegal to sell, email, replicate, duplicate, or post any part of this 
on the Internet  Download catalog and sign up for Rose Bible e-Charts at www.rose-publishing.com  
Title: The Easter Story   Product Code: 117X   ISBN-13: 9781596364820



� �THE CRUCIFIXION

As they were going out, they met 
a man from Cyrene, named Simon, 
and they forced him to carry the 
cross. Matt. 27:32

When they came to Golgotha, the 
place called the Skull, there they 
crucified [Jesus], along with the 
criminals—one on his right, the 
other on his left. Jesus said, “Father, 
forgive them, for they do not know 
what they are doing.” And they 
divided up his clothes by casting 
lots. Luke 23:33–34

Those who passed by hurled insults 
at him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who are going to destroy 
the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the 
cross, if you are the Son of God!” Matt. 27:39–40

The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine 
vinegar and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” There 
was a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of the jews. 
One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you 
the Christ? Save yourself and us!” But the other criminal rebuked him. 
“Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? 
We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But 
this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me 
when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus answered him, “I tell you the 
truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” Luke 23:36–43

Now it was the governor’s custom at the Feast to release a prisoner 
chosen by the crowd. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called 
Barabbas. While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him 
this message: “Don’t have anything to do with that innocent man, for 
I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him.” But the 
chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and 
to have Jesus executed. 

“Which of the two do 
you want me to release to 
you?” asked the governor. 
“Barabbas,” they answered. 
“What shall I do, then, 
with Jesus who is called 
Christ?” Pilate asked. They 
all answered, “Crucify him!” 
“Why? What crime has he 
committed?” asked Pilate. But 
they shouted all the louder, 
“Crucify him!”

When Pilate saw that he
was getting nowhere, he
took water and washed his
hands in front of the crowd.
“I am innocent of this man’s
blood,” he said. “It is your
responsibility!” All the people
answered, “Let his blood be on
us and on our children!” Then
he released Barabbas to them.
But he had Jesus flogged,
and handed him over to be
crucified. Matt. 27:15–26

The Soldiers Mocked Jesus
Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered 
the whole company of soldiers around him. They stripped him and put a 
scarlet robe on him, and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set 
it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand and knelt in front of him 
and mocked him. “Hail, king of the Jews!” they said. They spit on him, 
and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again. After they 
had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. 
Then they led him away to crucify him. Matt. 27:27–31
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The Lord’s Supper
On the fi rst day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, Jesus sent his disciples 
to prepare everything so they could celebrate together. As they ate together, 
Jesus announced that one of them would betray him, and identifi ed Judas as 
the betrayer. As the Passover meal was being eaten, Jesus instituted a new 
celebration, the Lord’s Supper:

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, “Drink 
from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit 
of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in 
my Father’s kingdom.” Matt. 26:26–29

Jesus Predicted Peter’s Denial
and the Disciples’ Weakness
Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account 
of me.” … Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never 
will.” “I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the 
rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” But Peter declared, “Even if 
I have to die with you, I will never deny you.” Matt. 26:31–35

Jesus’ Prayer in the
Garden of Gethsemane
Jesus and his disciples left the room and
went to the Mount of Olives. There, in
the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus asked
his disciples to join him and watch over
him while he prayed. But they could not
remain awake.

Jesus prayed and agonized about the
suffering he would experience. In all,
however, he remained humble and
obedient as he prayed:

“My Father, if it is possible, may this 
cup be taken from me. Yet not as I 
will, but as you will.” Matt. 26:39

After praying, he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you 
still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour is near, and the Son of Man is 
betrayed into the hands of sinners.” Matt. 26:45

Jesus Arrested
While he was still speaking,
Judas, one of the Twelve,
arrived. With him was a large
crowd armed with swords
and clubs, sent from the chief
priests and the elders of the
people. Now the betrayer had
arranged a signal with them:
“The one I kiss is the man;
arrest him.” Going at once to
Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings,
Rabbi!” and kissed him. Jesus
replied, “Friend, do what you
came for.”

Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. With that,
one of Jesus’ companions reached for his sword, drew it out and struck
the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear. But Jesus answered, “No
more of this!” And he touched the man’s ear and healed him.

THE EASTER STORY 
FROM THE GOSPELS OF MATTHEW AND LUKE

THE EASTER STORY is a love story. It’s the story of a 
loving God willing to sacrifice himself for the sake of his 
creation. The Easter story tells us how Jesus fulfilled all that 
God had promised. The last days of Jesus’ life were filled 
with dangers and sadness. Jesus, the King of the Universe, 
would experience betrayal, rejection, insults, and physical, 
emotional, and spiritual terror. Through all, Jesus remained 

obedient to the end. On a Friday afternoon, he was crucified and died. 

However, the Easter Story does not end with defeat and death. On 
Sunday, Jesus rose from the dead, conquering Satan, death, and the 
forces of evil. Jesus atoned for our sins, reconciled us with God, and gave 
us hope for a new future. Easter is a story of love, victory, and new life.

THE LAST WEEK

For three years, Jesus had 
traveled with his disciples, 
preached, healed, and announced 
the coming of God’s kingdom. 
A week before his death, Jesus 
entered Jerusalem, taught his 
disciples and prepared them for 
his eventual death. As a final 
preparation, Jesus wanted to 
share the Passover celebration 
with his disciples. As Jesus 
said often, all of these things 
happened as fulfillment of God’s 
promises to prophets in the Old 
Testament (see Matt. 1:22;  
Luke 18:31; 22:37). 

When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples, 
“As you know, the Passover is two days away—and the Son of Man will 
be handed over to be crucified.” Matt. 26:2

In those days, the Jewish leaders were plotting to kill Jesus. Judas Iscariot
approached them with a plan to betray Jesus. They had found their opportunity
to get rid of Jesus.

TOWARD THE CROSS—FRIDAY
The Decision to Kill Jesus is Made
Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to the decision to put Jesus to death. Matt. 27:1

At daybreak the council of the elders of the people, both the chief priests 
and teachers of the law, met together, and Jesus was led before them. “If 
you are the Christ,” they said, “tell us.” 

Jesus answered, “If I tell you, you will not believe me, and if I asked you, 
you would not answer. But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated 
at the right hand of the mighty God.” 

They all asked, “Are you then the Son of God?” He replied, “You are 
right in saying I am.” Then they said, “Why do we need any more 
testimony? We have heard it from his own lips.” Luke 22:66–71

Judas Hanged Himself
When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, 
he was seized with remorse and returned the thirty silver coins to the 
chief priests and the elders. “I have sinned,” he said, “for I have betrayed 
innocent blood.” 

“What is that to us?” they replied. “That’s your responsibility.” So Judas 
threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and 
hanged himself. Matt. 27:3–5

Jesus before Pilate and Herod
They bound him, led
him away and handed
him over to Pilate, the
governor. Matt. 27:2

After Pilate interrogated
Jesus, the governor sent
Jesus to Herod. Herod
attempted to talk with
Jesus, but he was more
curious to see a miracle
than interested in doing
justice. After ridiculing
him, Herod sent Jesus
back to Pilate.

“Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at 
my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? But how then would 
the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?” At that 
time Jesus said to the crowd, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have 
come out with swords and clubs to capture me? Every day I sat in the 
temple courts teaching, and you did not arrest me. But this has all taken 
place that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the 
disciples deserted him and fled. Matt. 26:47–56

Jesus Tried Before the High Priest
Jesus was brought before the leaders of the Jews—the Sanhedrin. False
witnesses were brought in, but their testimony did not agree. Without any
evidence to condemn Jesus, the high priest accused him of blasphemy. But Jesus 
remained silent. So, the high priest said to him: “I charge you under oath by 
the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” “Yes, it is as 
you say,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: In the future you will see 
the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming 
on the clouds of heaven.” 

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken 
blasphemy! Why do we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have 
heard the blasphemy. What do you think?” “He is worthy of death,” 
they answered. Then they spit in his face and struck him with their fists. 

Others slapped him and said, 
“Prophesy to us, Christ. Who 
hit you?” Matt. 26:63–68

Peter Denied Jesus
Peter followed Jesus as he
was brought before the Jewish
authorities. While in the
courtyard, Jesus’ words to
Peter became true. Filled with
fear and doubts, Peter denied
Jesus three times. Then, the
Gospels say, “Immediately
a rooster crowed. Then
Peter remembered the word
Jesus had spoken: ‘Before
the rooster crows, you will
disown me three times.’ And
he went outside and wept
bitterly.” Matt. 26:75
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� �THE CRUCIFIXION

As they were going out, they met 
a man from Cyrene, named Simon, 
and they forced him to carry the 
cross. Matt. 27:32

When they came to Golgotha, the 
place called the Skull, there they 
crucified [Jesus], along with the 
criminals—one on his right, the 
other on his left. Jesus said, “Father, 
forgive them, for they do not know 
what they are doing.” And they 
divided up his clothes by casting 
lots. Luke 23:33–34

Those who passed by hurled insults 
at him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who are going to destroy 
the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the 
cross, if you are the Son of God!” Matt. 27:39–40

The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine 
vinegar and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” There 
was a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of the jews. 
One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you 
the Christ? Save yourself and us!” But the other criminal rebuked him. 
“Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? 
We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But 
this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me 
when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus answered him, “I tell you the 
truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” Luke 23:36–43

Now it was the governor’s custom at the Feast to release a prisoner 
chosen by the crowd. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called 
Barabbas. While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him 
this message: “Don’t have anything to do with that innocent man, for 
I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him.” But the 
chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and 
to have Jesus executed. 

“Which of the two do 
you want me to release to 
you?” asked the governor. 
“Barabbas,” they answered. 
“What shall I do, then, 
with Jesus who is called 
Christ?” Pilate asked. They 
all answered, “Crucify him!” 
“Why? What crime has he 
committed?” asked Pilate. But 
they shouted all the louder, 
“Crucify him!”

When Pilate saw that he
was getting nowhere, he
took water and washed his
hands in front of the crowd.
“I am innocent of this man’s
blood,” he said. “It is your
responsibility!” All the people
answered, “Let his blood be on
us and on our children!” Then
he released Barabbas to them.
But he had Jesus flogged,
and handed him over to be
crucified. Matt. 27:15–26

The Soldiers Mocked Jesus
Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered 
the whole company of soldiers around him. They stripped him and put a 
scarlet robe on him, and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set 
it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand and knelt in front of him 
and mocked him. “Hail, king of the Jews!” they said. They spit on him, 
and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again. After they 
had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. 
Then they led him away to crucify him. Matt. 27:27–31
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The Lord’s Supper
On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, Jesus sent his disciples
to prepare everything so they could celebrate together. As they ate together,
Jesus announced that one of them would betray him, and identified Judas as
the betrayer. As the Passover meal was being eaten, Jesus instituted a new
celebration, the Lord’s Supper:

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, “Drink 
from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit 
of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in 
my Father’s kingdom.” Matt. 26:26–29

Jesus Predicted Peter’s Denial
and the Disciples’ Weakness
Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account
of me.” … Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never
will.” “I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the
rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” But Peter declared, “Even if
I have to die with you, I will never deny you.” Matt. 26:31–35

Jesus’ Prayer in the
Garden of Gethsemane
Jesus and his disciples left the room and 
went to the Mount of Olives. There, in 
the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus asked 
his disciples to join him and watch over 
him while he prayed. But they could not 
remain awake. 

Jesus prayed and agonized about the 
suffering he would experience. In all, 
however, he remained humble and 
obedient as he prayed: 

“My Father, if it is possible, may this 
cup be taken from me. Yet not as I 
will, but as you will.” Matt. 26:39

After praying, he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you 
still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour is near, and the Son of Man is 
betrayed into the hands of sinners.” Matt. 26:45

Jesus Arrested
While he was still speaking, 
Judas, one of the Twelve, 
arrived. With him was a large 
crowd armed with swords 
and clubs, sent from the chief 
priests and the elders of the 
people. Now the betrayer had 
arranged a signal with them: 
“The one I kiss is the man; 
arrest him.” Going at once to 
Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings, 
Rabbi!” and kissed him. Jesus 
replied, “Friend, do what you 
came for.” 

Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. With that, 
one of Jesus’ companions reached for his sword, drew it out and struck 
the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear. But Jesus answered, “No 
more of this!” And he touched the man’s ear and healed him. 

THE EASTER STORY 
FROM THE GOSPELS OF MATTHEW AND LUKE

THE EASTER STORY is a love story. It’s the story of a 
loving God willing to sacrifice himself for the sake of his 
creation. The Easter story tells us how Jesus fulfilled all that 
God had promised. The last days of Jesus’ life were filled 
with dangers and sadness. Jesus, the King of the Universe, 
would experience betrayal, rejection, insults, and physical, 
emotional, and spiritual terror. Through all, Jesus remained 

obedient to the end. On a Friday afternoon, he was crucified and died. 

However, the Easter Story does not end with defeat and death. On 
Sunday, Jesus rose from the dead, conquering Satan, death, and the 
forces of evil. Jesus atoned for our sins, reconciled us with God, and gave 
us hope for a new future. Easter is a story of love, victory, and new life.

THE LAST WEEK

For three years, Jesus had 
traveled with his disciples, 
preached, healed, and announced 
the coming of God’s kingdom. 
A week before his death, Jesus 
entered Jerusalem, taught his 
disciples and prepared them for 
his eventual death. As a final 
preparation, Jesus wanted to 
share the Passover celebration 
with his disciples. As Jesus 
said often, all of these things 
happened as fulfillment of God’s 
promises to prophets in the Old 
Testament (see Matt. 1:22;  
Luke 18:31; 22:37). 

When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples, 
“As you know, the Passover is two days away—and the Son of Man will 
be handed over to be crucified.” Matt. 26:2

In those days, the Jewish leaders were plotting to kill Jesus. Judas Iscariot
approached them with a plan to betray Jesus. They had found their opportunity
to get rid of Jesus.

TOWARD THE CROSS—FRIDAY
The Decision to Kill Jesus is Made
Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to the decision to put Jesus to death. Matt. 27:1

At daybreak the council of the elders of the people, both the chief priests 
and teachers of the law, met together, and Jesus was led before them. “If 
you are the Christ,” they said, “tell us.” 

Jesus answered, “If I tell you, you will not believe me, and if I asked you, 
you would not answer. But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated 
at the right hand of the mighty God.” 

They all asked, “Are you then the Son of God?” He replied, “You are 
right in saying I am.” Then they said, “Why do we need any more 
testimony? We have heard it from his own lips.” Luke 22:66–71

Judas Hanged Himself
When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, 
he was seized with remorse and returned the thirty silver coins to the 
chief priests and the elders. “I have sinned,” he said, “for I have betrayed 
innocent blood.” 

“What is that to us?” they replied. “That’s your responsibility.” So Judas 
threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and 
hanged himself. Matt. 27:3–5

Jesus before Pilate and Herod
They bound him, led
him away and handed
him over to Pilate, the
governor. Matt. 27:2

After Pilate interrogated
Jesus, the governor sent
Jesus to Herod. Herod
attempted to talk with
Jesus, but he was more
curious to see a miracle
than interested in doing
justice. After ridiculing
him, Herod sent Jesus
back to Pilate.

“Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at 
my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? But how then would 
the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?” At that 
time Jesus said to the crowd, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have 
come out with swords and clubs to capture me? Every day I sat in the 
temple courts teaching, and you did not arrest me. But this has all taken 
place that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the 
disciples deserted him and fled. Matt. 26:47–56

Jesus Tried Before the High Priest
Jesus was brought before the leaders of the Jews—the Sanhedrin. False
witnesses were brought in, but their testimony did not agree. Without any
evidence to condemn Jesus, the high priest accused him of blasphemy. But Jesus 
remained silent. So, the high priest said to him: “I charge you under oath by 
the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” “Yes, it is as 
you say,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: In the future you will see 
the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming 
on the clouds of heaven.” 

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken 
blasphemy! Why do we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have 
heard the blasphemy. What do you think?” “He is worthy of death,” 
they answered. Then they spit in his face and struck him with their fists. 

Others slapped him and said, 
“Prophesy to us, Christ. Who 
hit you?” Matt. 26:63–68

Peter Denied Jesus
Peter followed Jesus as he
was brought before the Jewish
authorities. While in the
courtyard, Jesus’ words to
Peter became true. Filled with
fear and doubts, Peter denied
Jesus three times. Then, the
Gospels say, “Immediately
a rooster crowed. Then
Peter remembered the word
Jesus had spoken: ‘Before
the rooster crows, you will
disown me three times.’ And
he went outside and wept
bitterly.” Matt. 26:75
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