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Why is Heaven
Importante

Heaven is more than just hope for a
better future. It is at the heart of God’s
plan for all creation. It is also at the
center of the human heart.

The common experience of losing
loved ones, and the eventual loss of
our own lives, make the issue of
heaven one with which everyone must
wrestle. We wonder what happens
when we die, when our loved ones
die. Have we lost them forever?

Are they in a better place? Will we
see them again someday? What is life
after death like? What is heaven like?
Can we even know something

about heaven?

Heaven is a source of hope, guidance,

and meaning for every believer.

Heaven gives:

e Hope for our future destination
and strength for life in the present

e Guidance for living as God’s
people today

e Meaning by giving us the
certainty that there is more to life
than this world

In the following pages, we will answer
some of the most common questions
about heaven. We will also broaden
our perspective about heaven. We will
realize that heaven is not only about
hope but also about faith and love.
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What do we mean by
heaven?

In popular culture, and for many
believers, heaven evokes images of
cloudy, ghost-like existence, or angelic
beings floating about among the
clouds. This image comes directly
from the radical separation of the
physical and spiritual worlds. Some of
the misconceptions are:

Popular View of Heaven
A place for disembodied, ghost-
like beings

e A place where people sing all
the time

e A place up by the clouds

e A place everyone goes after death
A place where all beings live
as angels

Biblical View of Heaven

However, the final destination of
believers is not an ethereal place like
that. The final destination of all
believers is the renewed heavens and
earth anticipated in Revelation 21. A
very physical, concrete future awaits
us when Christ comes back.
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What can we know
about heaven?

The answer is not as much as we
would like; however, we can know
just enough to be confident that:

We can trust in God's promises.
We will be with God and our
loved ones.

God will do something awesome
with his creation.

How do we know
anything about heaven?

The only completely valid source
of knowledge about heaven is the
Bible. The Bible has direct and
indirect information about
heaven—over 600 verses in the
Bible mention heaven.

The Bible is the rule with which
we can decide if other
information is valid.

However, for the most part,
people’s ideas about heaven come
mainly from literature, movies,
and television. Media has shaped
much of our imagination and
knowledge about heaven. Not all
of this knowledge is accurate.

A non-biblical understanding of
the world has informed much of
what popular culture knows
about heaven.

It mainly portrays heaven as
boring and unappealing.
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A non-biblical understanding
of the universe

Behind the cloudy, ethereal idea
of heaven lies the old Gnostic
belief that the physical world is
evil and the spiritual is good.
Thus, one must focus on the
spiritual to escape this evil world.
This is not a biblical idea. It
ignores some basic biblical facts:

A biblical understanding
of the universe *

1. God made the whole universe
and called it very good
(Gen. 1:31).

2. Satan is a spiritual being and
1s evil—thus, not all spiritual
is good and not all physical
is evil.

3. God promises a renewed
heavens and earth at the end
of time (Rev. 21).

Although sin has profoundly affected
creation, God never called creation
evil. It is under a curse. However,
Jesus came to lift that curse and turn
it into blessing. God is redeeming all
of creation. At the end of time, God
will renew all things to their original
intention.

Understanding God’s original plan for
his creation helps us understand our.
final destination as well.
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What Was God's
Original Intent for
Creation?

God created the whole universe for
his own glory and relationships. He
intended all his creatures to relate to
each other, to nature, and to himself
in harmony. Humanity’s main and
great goal in life is to glorify God
(Isa. 60:21; 1 Cor. 6:20, 31) and enjoy
him forever (Phil. 4:4; Rev. 21:3-4).

Human sin twisted God’s original
intentions. However, because of God’s
grace and faithfulness, his plans would
not be frustrated. He planned to rescue
his creation from the effects of sin
(Rom. 8:18-27). Through the saving
work of Jesus on the cross, people can
find peace with God and each other.
Through the same process, believers
can begin the reconciliation with one
another and nature.

Neos and Kainos
Greek has two different words for
the idea of new. Neos is a newness
of time; kainos is a newness of
quality. A neos object would mean
that the object did not exist and now
is there. A kainos object means that
the object was there but its quality
has changed: it is better, it is made
different. In this sense, the new
heavens and earth in Revelation
21:1 are not neos but kainos. That
1s, God will renew, transform,

- X improve, and refresh his creation.
It will be a kainos heaven and earth.
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What is the renewed
heaven and earth?
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This process will have a glorious
ending when Christ returns. He will
renew all things (Rev. 21:1). It will
not be a different creation or a non-
creation. It will be this creation
renewed; God will restore his creation
to its original glory and purpose. As if
to close the circle, what God began at
Eden he will fulfill in Revelation. Not
everything will be the same. Some
things from the biblical idea of Eden
will continue in the renewed creation;
others will end (see page 13).

We do have glimpses of heaven, even
if many things are not clear. We can
see it in the love we experience for
and from people, in the majesty of
nature’s beauty and power, in the
generosity and kindness of people in
times of need, in the smile of a happy
baby, in the loyalty and warmth of our
pets, in the tenderness and wisdom of
old age, and in moments of deep
emotional and spiritual connections
with our loved ones and God.
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