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MARK PRESCOTT WALKED DOWN the sidewalk with grim deter-
mination. In his hand, he clutched an envelope. In his heart, he
carried a single desire:More than anything else, he wanted things
to be the way they used to be.
He wanted things to be the way they were earlier in the

spring before his dad left them; before Mark and his mom moved
from his neighborhood and friends in Washington, D.C.; before
they came to this little town called Odyssey; before . . . before,
well, before everything went wrong.
No matter what Mark was doing or thinking about, that one

desire stayed with him—to change things back.
He didn’t have time for the hot June day or the gentle breeze

that whispered the first secrets of summer. He was on a mission.
He had written a letter to his father, and he had to get it mailed.
Mark walked quickly, glancing from one side to the other.

The tarred street to his left looked like a steaming black river. To
his right, the last Victorian house slipped away like the last car on
a long train. Odyssey Elementary School slid into view. It would
be Mark’s school in the fall, if he were still living in Odyssey, if
he couldn’t make things the way they used to be.
He was looking ahead when his attention was suddenly
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drawn to the playground. Two kids were wrestling on the grass.
Next to them, a couple of bikes lay like crippled horses that had
fallen to the ground.
“Ouch,” cried one of the wrestlers.
“Cut it out,” hollered the second kid.
The one with sandy hair, dirty jeans, and T-shirt sat tri-

umphantly on the chest of the darker-haired one.
“Say you’re sorry,” the victor kept shouting.
“Ow! Get off!” the dark-haired kid whined.
Mark felt sorry for the kid on the bottom. He knew what it

was like to be bullied. One time Cliff Atkinson sat on Mark’s
chest at recess and tried to take his lunch money. Just as Mark
was about to give in, Lee Brooks grabbed Cliff and pulled him
off so Mark could defend himself. Lee did crazy things like that.
From then on, Lee had become his best friend.
Remembering how Lee had rescued him,Mark started across

the field toward the fighters. Maybe he could help. Maybe he
would make a new friend like Lee Brooks. His pace quickened to
a run as he shoved the letter into his back pocket.
“Say you’re sorry,” the sandy-haired kid shouted again.
“Let me go!” the darker-haired kid on the bottom cried.
Mark locked his arms around the one on top and pulled hard.
“Hey, stop it!” the kid cried out with surprise.
The one on the bottom jumped up like a freed animal. His

dark hair was matted to his sweaty forehead; his face was dirty
and streaked with tears. A drop of blood bubbled out of his nose.
He was taller than any of them.
“Hah,” the boy shouted, as if he had gotten free without any

help. “You’re in big trouble. I’m going to get you for this!”
The boy pulled his bike upright, climbed on it, and pedaled

off without even saying thanks to Mark.
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The sandy-haired kid broke loose from Mark’s grip and
turned on him. Bright blue eyes shone with fury, and the face
contorted into an expression that could have withered house-
plants.
Mark gave a startled gasping sound and exclaimed, “You’re a

girl!”
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