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PUblIsHeR’s PRefaCe 
To THe neW eDITIon

aTRIo of eminent old Testament scholars—francis brown, R� Driver, and 
Charles briggs—spent over twenty years researching, writing, and preparing 

The Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon. Their work first appeared in 
the early part of the twentieth century and from its introduction, bDb was consid-
ered the finest and most comprehensive Hebrew lexicon available to the english-
speaking student� It is to this day the standard against which all subsequent biblical 
Hebrew to english and biblical aramaic to english lexicons have been judged and 
it remains the most widely owned and used� bDb is based upon the classic work 
of Wilhelm Gesenius, the “father of modern Hebrew lexicography�” The lexicon 
provides not only dictionary definitions for each word, but it relates each word to 
how it is used in the old Testament, and it categorizes the nuances of meaning 
for each word� bDb’s exhaustive coverage of old Testament Hebrew and aramaic 
words, as well as its extensive use of cognate languages and the wealth of back-
ground sources consulted and quoted, render bDb an invaluable resource for all 
students of the bible�

In order to make evident the etymology of each word, bDb organizes the He-
brew and aramaic words according to their semitic language roots, rather than in 
strict alphabetical order� The verbs, in turn, are organized by stem� This organiza-
tion allows the student learning Hebrew vocabulary to see clearly the relationships 
among different words related to the same root� (Using the same method, bDb 
groups aramaic words together in a separate section toward the back of the volume 
for easy reference�) This method of arrangement is also profitable for the student 
who wishes to study all the words derived from a given root� However, a weakness 
of arrangement by root is that some words can be difficult to locate� for more 
on this and the advantages of the Strong’s numbering system as well as the newly 
added Index of Hebrew Verbal Roots found in bDb and Index of aramaic Verbal 
Roots found in bDb, see below� another section at the back of the Hendrickson 
Publisher’s bDb contains Addenda et Corrigenda to the original edition�

The present volume is a reprinting of the 1906 american edition, with the ad-
dition of a table of contents, the numbering system from Strong’s Exhaustive Con-
cordance conveniently found in the margins of the lexicon, the section containing 
corrections of the numerous errors and misprintings found in the original text, 
the Index of strong’s numbers in bDb, and the two newly added indexes of verbal 
roots� This latest edition, which provides the Strong’s number for each Hebrew and 
aramaic word, opens the invaluable store of word-study material found in bDb 
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to the novice Hebrew student and even to those with no training in Hebrew or 
aramaic at all�

for those who are not familiar with Hebrew or aramaic, a study on the different 
uses of the word “spirit” in the old Testament, for instance, would begin in Strong’s 
Exhaustive Concordance. Strong’s assigns each biblical Hebrew or aramaic word a num-
ber� In Strong’s one finds a listing of all of the old Testament occurrences of the word 
“spirit�” To the right of each citation are the Strong’s numbers corresponding to the 
four different Hebrew or aramaic words translated into english as “spirit,” namely 
7307, 7308, 178, and 5397� With these numbers in hand, the search continues in the 
bDb Index of strong’s numbers in bDb (p� 1129)� The index is arranged in order 
of the Strong’s numbers� number 7307, the index indicates, is found on page 924, 
column b� In the margin at the right hand side of page 924 in bDb is the Strong’s 
number 7307� This entry for the word ַרוּח rûah. lists the common english meanings 
for the Hebrew word (‘breath,’ ‘wind,’ ‘spirit’), and then discusses the various nu-
ances of meanings as found in different passages, pointing to material from other 
sources and scholars where relevant� The semitic root רוח (listed without a Strong’s 
number) is found immediately preceding this entry, and entries discussing other 
related words found in the old Testament follow this entry� according to the index, 
Strong’s number 7307 is also found on page 1112, column b, as is number 7308� 
on page 1112, in the aramaic section, 7307 is next to the root, and the aramaic 
occurrences of the word for “spirit” are listed immediately below next to 7308� The 
rest of this search on “spirit,” using Strong’s numbers 178 and 5397, would proceed 
in a similar fashion� It is important to check all the page references listed in the 
index, as well as all of the cross references found within the entries, for complete 
information on a given word� because of bDb’s arrangement according to Hebrew 
and aramaic roots, it is the Index of strong’s numbers in bDb that allows the user 
to exhaustively search bDb for a given english word� additionally, hard-to-trace 
words are listed a second time in their alphabetical place with a cross reference to 
ease any inconvenience for the beginning student of Hebrew or aramaic� at the end 
of such a word search, the user will have seen all of the possible shades of meaning 
of the Hebrew or aramaic words translated into english in the kjv as “spirit,” as well 
as the particular nuance emphasized in the biblical passages where the word occurs� 
This kind of study sheds invaluable light upon the biblical meaning and would not 
otherwise be possible without years of language study�

even for those more familiar with Hebrew and aramaic, the listing of Hebrew 
and aramaic verbal roots within bDb can occasion some difficulty� Dr� Yael avra-
hami of the University of Haifa has prepared two indexes of verbal roots, both 
Hebrew and aramaic� These indexes, added to the 2010 printing of the bDb, 
identify and locate verbal roots, and provide cross references between related or 
commonly confused roots� These indexes of Hebrew and aramaic verbal roots 
found in bDb are located on p� 1177 and p� 1201 respectively�
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42	 4b
43	 4a

5a
44	 4b

33a
45	 3b

748a
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48	 4b
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53	 5a

8a
54	 5a
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57	 5b
58	 5b
59	 5b

591a
60	 5b
61	 6a
62	 6a
63	 6a

1008b
64	 6a
65	 6a

562b
563a

66	 6a
67	 5b

6a
68	 6a

918b
1078a

69	 1078a
70	 7a
71	 7a
72	 7a
73	 7a
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74	 4b
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75	 7a
76	 7a
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91	 8a
92	 8a
93	 8a
94	 8b
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96	 8a
97	 8a
98	 8a
99	 8b
100	 8b
101	 8b
102	 8b

1086b
103	 8b
104	 1078a
105	 8b

173b
106	 8b

175b
107	 8b

1078a
108	 9a

15b
109	 9a

110	 9a
111	 9a

212b
112	 9a
113	 10b
114	 11b
115	 12a
116	 1078b
117	 12a
118	 9a
119	 10a
120	 9a
121	 9b
122	 10a
123	 10a
124	 10a
125	 10b
126	 10a
127	 9b
128	 10a
129	 10a
130	 10b
131	 10b

751b
132	 10b
133	 10b
134	 10b
135	 11b
136	 10b
137	 11b
138	 11b
139	 11b
140	 12a
141	 12a
142	 12a
143	 12b

1078b

144	 1078b
145	 12a
146	 12a
147	 1078b
148	 1078b
149	 1079a
150	 12b

204a
151	 12a

12b
152	 12b
153	 1079a

1089a
154	 12b

204b
155	 12a
156	 12b

190b
157	 12b
158	 13a
159	 13a
160	 13a
161	 13b
162	 13b
163	 13b
164	 13b
165	 13b
166	 14b
167	 14a
168	 13b
169	 13b
170	 14a
171	 14a
172	 14b
173	 14b
174	 14b
175	 14b

Index	of	Strong’S	numberS	In	bdb

Strong’s	#	 bdb	p. Strong’s	#	 bdb	p.	 Strong’s	#	 bdb	p.	 Strong’s	#	 bdb	p.	 Strong’s	#	 bdb	p. Strong’s	#	 bdb	p.



176–380	 1130

176	 14b
16a

177	 15a
178	 15a
179	 6a
180	 6a

385b
181	 15b
182	 15b
183	 16a
184	 16b

1060b
1063a

185	 16a
186	 17a
187	 23b
188	 17a
189	 16b
190	 17a
191	 17a
192	 17a
193	 17b
194	 19b
195	 19b

47a
196	 17b
197	 17b

19b
198	 17b

19b
199	 19b

48a
200	 17b
201	 57a
202	 20a
203	 20a
204	 20a

20b
58a

205	 19b
58a

206	 19b
122a

207	 20b
208	 20b

209	 20b
210	 20b
211	 20b
212	 66b
213	 21a
214	 69b
215	 21a
216	 21b

70a
217	 22a
218	 22a

22b
219	 21b

77a
220	 22b

71b
221	 22a
222	 22a
223	 22b
224	 22a

1070b
225	 22b
226	 16b

23a
227	 23a
228	 1079a
229	 23b
230	 1079a
231	 23b
232	 25a
233	 23a
234	 23b

272a
235	 23b

1079a
236	 1079a
237	 23b
238	 24a
239	 24b

1079a
240	 24b
241	 23b
242	 25a
243	 24b
244	 24b

245	 24b
246	 25a

279a
247	 25a
248	 25a

284a
1089a

249	 25a
280b

250	 280b
251	 25a

26a
1079b

252	 1079b
253	 25a
254	 25a

28b
255	 25a

28b
256	 25a

26b
257	 25a

26b
258	 25b
259	 25b

31b
1079b

260	 28a
261	 26a
262	 28a

296a
263	 1079b

1092a
264	 27b
265	 29a
266	 29a
267	 26b
268	 30b
269	 27b
270	 28a
271	 28b
272	 28b
273	 28b

403b
274	 28b

306b
275	 28b
276	 28b
277	 26b
278	 29a
279	 26b
280	 1079b

1092a
281	 26b
282	 26b
283	 26b
284	 26b
285	 26b
286	 27a
287	 27a
288	 27a
289	 27a
290	 27a

591b
291	 27a
292	 27a
293	 27a
294	 27a
295	 27a
296	 27a
297	 27a
298	 27b
299	 27b
300	 27b
301	 27b
302	 27b
303	 29a

317a
304	 29a
305	 25a
306	 29a
307	 1079b
308	 29a
309	 29a
310	 29b

30b
405a
1079b

311	 1079b
312	 29b

313	 31a
314	 30b
315	 31a
316	 31b
317	 1079b
318	 1079b
319	 31a
320	 1079b
321	 1079b
322	 30b
323	 31b
324	 1080a
325	 31b
326	 31b
327	 31b
328	 31b

31b
521a

329	 31b
330	 32a
331	 31b
332	 32a
333	 32a
334	 32a
335	 32a

58a
336	 33a
337	 33a
338	 17a
339	 15b

33a
340	 33a
341	 33a
342	 33b
343	 15b

33b
344	 17a

33b
345	 17a
346	 32b

33b
347	 33b
348	 33a
349	 32b

32b

33b
350	 33a
351	 32b
352	 17b

18a
18a
33b

353	 33b
354	 19a
355	 19a
356	 19a
357	 19b
358	 19a

111b
359	 19a
360	 33b
361	 19a

48a
362	 18b
363	 1079a

1080a
364	 18b
365	 19a
366	 33b
367	 33b

1080a
368	 33b

34a
369	 33a

34a
370	 32b

34a
371	 35a
372	 4b
373	 4b
374	 35a
375	 33a

35b
376	 35b
377	 84a

1083a
378	 36a
379	 36a
380	 36a

78b

Strong’s	#	 bdb	p. Strong’s	#	 bdb	p.	 Strong’s	#	 bdb	p.	 Strong’s	#	 bdb	p.	 Strong’s	#	 bdb	p. Strong’s	#	 bdb	p.



 

 

INDEX OF HEBREW VERBAL 
ROOTS FOUND IN BDB 

Only roots that are used as verbs, including denominative verbs, are listed. 

The root appears without vocalization. We then provide the root as it appears in 
the lexicon with the page and column number. In some cases, we also provide 
the basic banyan and form of the verb (Impf. 3rd m. sg.). The word “see” directs 
the reader to the root, implying that the entry is not an existing root; the word 
“cf.” directs the reader to other roots, either related to the entry, or commonly 
confused with it. 

  1a 
 I  2b 

  106a 
  5a, cf.   
 I  5a 
  7a, cf.  
  7b 
 I  8b 
  9a, cf.  
 II  10a 
 /  12a, cf.  
  12b, cf.  
  12b 
 I  14a; II  14b, cf.  
 I /  16a; II  16b, cf.  
 /  21a 
  21a, cf.  
  22b, cf.   
  23b 
  I  24a; II  24b 

 see  
  25a 

 see  
  28a 
  29a 
  31b 
  32a 

  33a 
  37a 
  38b 
 II  46b; III  46b 
  47a 
 /  47b 
  48b 
  49a 
 /  51a 
 I  52a; II , see  
  54b 
  55b 
 I  58a; III /  58b 
 /  58b 

  59b 
  60a 
  60a 
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  60a 
 I  60b 
 see  
  62a, cf.  
  63b 
  65b 
  66a 
  67a, cf.  
  67b 
 /  67b 
  69a 
  69b 
  70a 
  70b 
  71b 
  72b 
  73b 
  76b 
  76b 
  79b, cf.   
  80b, cf.  
  84a 
 see  
  87a 
 /  91a 
  92a 

  93b 
  94a 
 I  94a; II , see  
 /  95a 
  96a 
 /  96a, cf.  

 /  97b 
  /  100a, cf.   
 /  100b, cf.  
 see  
  100b 
 see  
  101b, cf.  
  101b, cf.  
  102a, cf.  
  102b, cf.  
  103a 
 I  103a; II  103b, cf.  
  103b 
  103b 
 see  
  104b 
  105a 
  105b 

   106b 
  113a, cf.  
  114a 
  114b 
  115a, cf. ;  117a,  

cf.  
 I  117a, cf.  ;  

II  117b 
  117b 
  118a 
  118a 
  118b, cf.  
 see  
  124a 
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  see  
  126b, cf.  
  127a 
  127a 
 I  128b; II /  129b 
  129b 
  130a 
  130b 
  130b 
  131b 
 I  132b; II  132b 
 /  133a 
 /  134b 
 I  135a; II  135b 
  136a 
 I  136a, cf.  
  137b 
  138b 
  140a 
  140B cf.  
 /  142a 
  143a 
  143b, cf.  
 see  
  144a 
  144a 
  144a 
 I  145a; II  146a 
  146b 
  148a  
  149b 
  151a, cf.  

  152a 
  154a 
  154b 
  154b 
  155b 
  155b 

  155b, cf.  
  156a, cf.  
   156b, cf.  
 see  
  see  
  157a 
   157b 
 I /  157b; II  158b, cf.  
  159a, cf.  
   159b, cf.  
  I  159b 
  160a 
 see  
  161b 
   162a 
  see  
 see  
  162b, cf.  
  164a 
 II  164a, cf.  
 see  
  166a 
  166b 
  167b 
  167b 
  168a 
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