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Welcome to the Life Application  
Study Bible, Third Edition!

Since it was first published in 1988, the Life Application 
Study Bible has undergone several significant updates. 
This new, third edition includes a thorough update of the 
historic features, along with new and expanded content, 
to make the LASB even more relevant for your daily life. 
With a fresh, two-color design throughout and an improved 
layout to support the content enhancements, this Bible will 
not only help you to understand God’s Word—it will also 
give you everything you need to apply it to your life and 
begin to experience the life transformation that God wants 
for us all.
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The New International Version has one of the most accurate and best-
organized cross-reference systems available. The system used in this 
Bible contains more than 23,500 references.

The cross-references link words or phrases in the NIV text with coun-
terpart biblical references listed in a side column on every page. The 
raised letters containing these cross-references are set in a light italic 
typeface to distinguish them from the NIV text note letters, which use 
a bold typeface.

The lists of references are in biblical order with one exception: If ref-
erence is made to a verse within the same chapter, that verse (indicated 
by “ver”) is listed first.

In the Old Testament, some references are marked with an asterisk 
(*), which means that the Old Testament verse or phrase is quoted in 
the New Testament (see, for example, Genesis 1:3). The corresponding 
information is provided in the New Testament by the NIV text note (see 
2 Corinthians 4:6).

Following is a list of abbreviations used in the cross-references:

ABBREVIATIONS FOR THE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE
Genesis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Ge
Exodus. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Ex
Leviticus. . . . . . . . . . . . . .             Lev
Numbers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Nu
Deuteronomy. . . . . . . .        Dt
Joshua. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Jos
Judges. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Jdg
Ruth. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Ru
1 Samuel. . . . . . . . . . . . . .             1Sa
2 Samuel. . . . . . . . . . . . . .             2Sa
1 Kings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                1Ki
2 Kings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                2Ki
1 Chronicles . . . . . . . . .        1Ch
2 Chronicles. . . . . . . .        2Ch
Ezra. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Ezr
Nehemiah. . . . . . . . . . . . .            Ne
Esther . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Est
Job. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Job
Psalms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Ps
Proverbs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Pr
Ecclesiastes. . . . . . . . . .         Ecc
Song of Songs. . . . . . . .        SS

Isaiah. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Isa
Jeremiah. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Jer
Lamentations. . . . . . . .        La
Ezekiel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Eze
Daniel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Da
Hosea. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Hos
Joel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Joel
Amos . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Am
Obadiah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Ob
Jonah. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Jnh
Micah. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Mic
Nahum. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Na
Habakkuk. . . . . . . . . . .          Hab
Zephaniah. . . . . . . . . . .          Zep
Haggai. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Hag
Zechariah . . . . . . . . . . . .           Zec
Malachi. . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Mal
Matthew. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Mt
Mark. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Mk
Luke. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Lk
John. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Jn
Acts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Ac

Romans. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Ro
1 Corinthians. . . . . . . .       1Co
2 Corinthians. . . . . . . .       2Co
Galatians. . . . . . . . . . . . .            Gal
Ephesians. . . . . . . . . . .          Eph
Philippians. . . . . . . . .        Php
Colossians . . . . . . . . . . .           Col
1 Thessalonians. . . .   1Th
2 Thessalonians. . .   2Th
1 Timothy. . . . . . . . . . . . . .             1Ti
2 Timothy. . . . . . . . . . . . . .             2Ti
Titus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Titus
Philemon. . . . . . . . . . .           Phm
Hebrews. . . . . . . . . . . . .            Heb
James. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Jas
1 Peter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                1Pe
2 Peter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                2Pe
1 John. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  1Jn
2 John. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  2Jn
3 John. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  3Jn
Jude. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Jude
Revelation . . . . . . . . . .          Rev

The NIV Cross-Reference System
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Preface

The goal of the New International Version (NIV) is to enable English-speak-
ing people from around the world to read and hear God’s eternal Word in their 
own language. Our work as translators is motivated by our conviction that the 
Bible is God’s Word in written form. We believe that the Bible contains the divine 
answer to the deepest needs of humanity, sheds unique light on our path in a dark 
world and sets forth the way to our eternal well-being. Out of these deep convic-
tions, we have sought to recreate as far as possible the experience of the original 
audience—blending transparency to the original text with accessibility for the mil-
lions of English speakers around the world. We have prioritized accuracy, clarity 
and literary quality with the goal of creating a translation suitable for public and 
private reading, evangelism, teaching, preaching, memorizing and liturgical use. 
We have also sought to preserve a measure of continuity with the long tradition of 
translating the Scriptures into English.

The complete NIV Bible was first published in 1978. It was a completely new 
translation made by over a hundred scholars working directly from the best avail-
able Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek texts. The translators came from the United States, 
Great Britain, Canada, Australia and New Zealand, giving the translation an in-
ternational scope. They were from many denominations and churches—including 
Anglican, Assemblies of God, Baptist, Brethren, Christian Reformed, Church of 
Christ, Evangelical Covenant, Evangelical Free, Lutheran, Mennonite, Methodist, 
Nazarene, Presbyterian, Wesleyan and others. This breadth of denominational and 
theological perspective helped to safeguard the translation from sectarian bias. 
For these reasons, and by the grace of God, the NIV has gained a wide readership 
in all parts of the English-speaking world.

The work of translating the Bible is never finished. As good as they are, English 
translations must be regularly updated so that they will continue to communicate 
accurately the meaning of God’s Word. Updates are needed in order to reflect the 
latest developments in our understanding of the biblical world and its languages 
and to keep pace with changes in English usage. Recognizing, then, that the NIV 
would retain its ability to communicate God’s Word accurately only if it were regu-
larly updated, the original translators established the Committee on Bible Transla-
tion (CBT). The Committee is a self-perpetuating group of biblical scholars charged 
with keeping abreast of advances in biblical scholarship and changes in English 
and issuing periodic updates to the NIV. The CBT is an independent, self-governing 
body and has sole responsibility for the NIV text. The Committee mirrors the origi-
nal group of translators in its diverse international and denominational makeup 
and in its unifying commitment to the Bible as God’s inspired Word.

In obedience to its mandate, the Committee has issued periodic updates to the 
NIV. An initial revision was released in 1984. A more thorough revision process 
was completed in 2005, resulting in the separately published TNIV. The updated 
NIV you now have in your hands builds on both the original NIV and the TNIV and 
represents the latest effort of the Committee to articulate God’s unchanging Word 
in the way the original authors might have said it had they been speaking in En-
glish to the global English-speaking audience today.
page A12
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TRANSLATION PHILOSOPHY
The Committee’s translating work has been governed by three widely accepted 
principles about the way people use words and about the way we understand them.

First, the meaning of words is determined by the way that users of the language 
actually use them at any given time. For the biblical languages, therefore, the 
Committee utilizes the best and most recent scholarship on the way Hebrew, Ara-
maic and Greek words were being used in biblical times. At the same time, the 
Committee carefully studies the state of modern English. Good translation is like 
good communication: one must know the target audience so that the appropriate 
choices can be made about which English words to use to represent the original 
words of Scripture. From its inception, the NIV has had as its target the general 
English-speaking population all over the world, the “International” in its title re-
flecting this concern. The aim of the Committee is to put the Scriptures into natural 
English that will communicate effectively with the broadest possible audience of 
English speakers.

Modern technology has enhanced the Committee’s ability to choose the right 
English words to convey the meaning of the original text. The field of computa-
tional linguistics harnesses the power of computers to provide broadly applica-
ble and current data about the state of the language. Translators can now access 
huge databases of modern English to better understand the current meaning and 
usage of key words. The Committee utilized this resource in preparing the 2011 
edition of the NIV. An area of especially rapid and significant change in English 
is the way certain nouns and pronouns are used to refer to human beings. The 
Committee therefore requested experts in computational linguistics at Collins 
Dictionaries to pose some key questions about this usage to its database of En-
glish—the largest in the world, with over 4.4 billion words, gathered from several 
English-speaking countries and including both spoken and written English. (The 
Collins Study, called “The Development and Use of Gender Language in Contem-
porary English,” can be accessed at http://www.thenivbible.com/about-the​-niv/​ 
about-the-2011-edition/.) The study revealed that the most popular words to de-
scribe the human race in modern U.S. English were “humanity,” “man” and 
“mankind.” The Committee then used this data in the updated NIV, choosing 
from among these three words (and occasionally others also) depending on the 
context.

A related issue creates a larger problem for modern translations: the move away 
from using the third-person masculine singular pronouns—“he/him/his”—to refer 
to men and women equally. This usage does persist in some forms of English, and 
this revision therefore occasionally uses these pronouns in a generic sense. But 
the tendency, recognized in day-to-day usage and confirmed by the Collins study, 
is away from the generic use of “he,” “him” and “his.” In recognition of this shift 
in language and in an effort to translate into the natural English that people are 
actually using, this revision of the NIV generally uses other constructions when 
the biblical text is plainly addressed to men and women equally. The reader will 
encounter especially frequently a “they,” “their” or “them” to express a generic 
singular idea. Thus, for instance, Mark 8:36 reads: “What good is it for someone to 
gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?” This generic use of the “distributive” 
or “singular” “they/them/their” has been used for many centuries by respected 

page A13  •   P refa  ce
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writers of English and has now become established as standard English, spoken 
and written, all over the world.

A second linguistic principle that feeds into the Committee’s translation work 
is that meaning is found not in individual words, as vital as they are, but in larg-
er clusters: phrases, clauses, sentences, discourses. Translation is not, as many 
people think, a matter of word substitution: English word x in place of Hebrew 
word y. Translators must first determine the meaning of the words of the biblical 
languages in the context of the passage and then select English words that ac-
curately communicate that meaning to modern listeners and readers. This means 
that accurate translation will not always reflect the exact structure of the original 
language. To be sure, there is debate over the degree to which translators should 
try to preserve the “form” of the original text in English. From the beginning, the 
NIV has taken a mediating position on this issue. The manual produced when 
the translation that became the NIV was first being planned states: “If the Greek 
or Hebrew syntax has a good parallel in modern English, it should be used. But 
if there is no good parallel, the English syntax appropriate to the meaning of the 
original is to be chosen.” It is fine, in other words, to carry over the form of the 
biblical languages into English—but not at the expense of natural expression. The 
principle that meaning resides in larger clusters of words means that the Commit-
tee has not insisted on a “word-for-word” approach to translation. We certainly 
believe that every word of Scripture is inspired by God and therefore to be carefully 
studied to determine what God is saying to us. It is for this reason that the Commit-
tee labors over every single word of the original texts, working hard to determine 
how each of those words contributes to what the text is saying. Ultimately, how-
ever, it is how these individual words function in combination with other words 
that determines meaning.

A third linguistic principle guiding the Committee in its translation work is the 
recognition that words have a spectrum of meaning. It is popular to define a word 
by using another word, or “gloss,” to substitute for it. This substitute word is then 
sometimes called the “literal” meaning of a word. In fact, however, words have a 
range of possible meanings. Those meanings will vary depending on the context, 
and words in one language will usually not occupy the same semantic range as 
words in another language. The Committee therefore studies each original word 
of Scripture in its context to identify its meaning in a particular verse and then 
chooses an appropriate English word (or phrase) to represent it. It is impossible, 
then, to translate any given Hebrew, Aramaic or Greek word with the same English 
word all the time. The Committee does try to translate related occurrences of a 
word in the original languages with the same English word in order to preserve 
the connection for the English reader. But the Committee generally privileges clear 
natural meaning over a concern with consistency in rendering particular words.

TEXTUAL BASIS
For the Old Testament the standard Hebrew text, the Masoretic Text as published 
in the latest edition of Biblia Hebraica, has been used throughout. The Masoretic 
Text tradition contains marginal notations that offer variant readings. These have 
sometimes been followed instead of the text itself. Because such instances involve 
variants within the Masoretic tradition, they have not been indicated in the textual 

P refa  ce  •   page A14
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notes. In a few cases, words in the basic consonantal text have been divided dif-
ferently than in the Masoretic Text. Such cases are usually indicated in the tex-
tual footnotes. The Dead Sea Scrolls contain biblical texts that represent an earlier 
stage of the transmission of the Hebrew text. They have been consulted, as have 
been the Samaritan Pentateuch and the ancient scribal traditions concerning de-
liberate textual changes. The translators also consulted the more important early 
versions. Readings from these versions, the Dead Sea Scrolls and the scribal tradi-
tions were occasionally followed where the Masoretic Text seemed doubtful and 
where accepted principles of textual criticism showed that one or more of these 
textual witnesses appeared to provide the correct reading. In rare cases, the trans-
lators have emended the Hebrew text where it appears to have become corrupted at 
an even earlier stage of its transmission. These departures from the Masoretic Text 
are also indicated in the textual footnotes. Sometimes the vowel indicators (which 
are later additions to the basic consonantal text) found in the Masoretic Text did 
not, in the judgment of the translators, represent the correct vowels for the original 
text. Accordingly, some words have been read with a different set of vowels. These 
instances are usually not indicated in the footnotes.

The Greek text used in translating the New Testament has been an eclectic one, 
based on the latest editions of the Nestle-Aland/United Bible Societies’ Greek New 
Testament. The translators have made their choices among the variant readings in 
accordance with widely accepted principles of New Testament textual criticism. 
Footnotes call attention to places where uncertainty remains.

The New Testament authors, writing in Greek, often quote the Old Testament 
from its ancient Greek version, the Septuagint. This is one reason why some of 
the Old Testament quotations in the NIV New Testament are not identical to the 
corresponding passages in the NIV Old Testament. Such quotations in the New 
Testament are indicated with the footnote “(see Septuagint).”

FOOTNOTES AND FORMATTING
Footnotes in this version are of several kinds, most of which need no explanation. 
Those giving alternative translations begin with “Or” and generally introduce the 
alternative with the last word preceding it in the text, except when it is a single-
word alternative. When poetry is quoted in a footnote a slash mark indicates a line 
division.

It should be noted that references to diseases, minerals, flora and fauna, archi-
tectural details, clothing, jewelry, musical instruments and other articles cannot 
always be identified with precision. Also, linear measurements and measures of 
capacity can only be approximated (see the Table of Weights and Measures). Al-
though Selah, used mainly in the Psalms, is probably a musical term, its meaning 
is uncertain. Since it may interrupt reading and distract the reader, this word has 
not been kept in the English text, but every occurrence has been signaled by a 
footnote.

As an aid to the reader, sectional headings have been inserted. They are not to 
be regarded as part of the biblical text and are not intended for oral reading. It is 
the Committee’s hope that these headings may prove more helpful to the reader 
than the traditional chapter divisions, which were introduced long after the Bible 
was written.
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Sometimes the chapter and/or verse numbering in English translations of the 
Old Testament differs from that found in published Hebrew texts. This is particu-
larly the case in the Psalms, where the traditional titles are included in the Hebrew 
verse numbering. Such differences are indicated in the footnotes at the bottom 
of the page. In the New Testament, verse numbers that marked off portions of 
the traditional English text not supported by the best Greek manuscripts now ap-
pear in brackets, with a footnote indicating the text that has been omitted (see, for 
example, Matthew 17:[21]).

Mark 16:9–20 and John 7:53—8:11, although long accorded virtually equal status 
with the rest of the Gospels in which they stand, have a questionable standing in 
the textual history of the New Testament, as noted in the bracketed annotations 
with which they are set off. A different typeface has been chosen for these passages 
to indicate their uncertain status.

Basic formatting of the text, such as lining the poetry, paragraphing (both prose 
and poetry), setting up of (administrative-like) lists, indenting letters and lengthy 
prayers within narratives and the insertion of sectional headings, has been the 
work of the Committee. However, the choice between single-column and double-
column formats has been left to the publishers. Also the issuing of “red-letter” 
editions is a publisher’s choice—one that the Committee does not endorse.

The Committee has again been reminded that every human effort is flawed—
including this revision of the NIV. We trust, however, that many will find in it an 
improved representation of the Word of God, through which they hear his call to 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ and to service in his kingdom. We offer this version of 
the Bible to him in whose name and for whose glory it has been made.

The Committee on Bible Translation
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Creation
undated

Noah builds 
the ark
undated

2500 BC
Egyptians 
discover 
papyrus 
and ink for 
writing and 
build the first 
libraries; 
iron objects 
manufactured 
in the ancient 
Middle East

2400
Egyptians 
import gold 
from other 
parts of 
Africa

2331
Semitic 
chieftain, 
Sargon, 
conquers 
Sumer to 
become first 
“world 
conqueror”

2300
Horses 
domesticated in 
Egypt; chickens 
domesticated in 
Babylon; bows & 
arrows used in 
wars

Abraham 
born
2166

2100
Glass made  
by the   
Mesopotamians; 
ziggurats (like 
the tower of 
Babel) built in 
Mesopotamia; 
earliest discovered 
drug, ethyl alcohol, 
used to alleviate 
pain

Abraham 
enters Canaan
2091

Isaac 
born
2066

Jacob 
& Esau 
born
2006

Jacob 
flees to 
Haran
1929 Joseph 

born
1915

Joseph 
sold into 
slavery
1898

Joseph rules 
Egypt
1885

Joseph 
dies
1805

Moses 
born
1526

2000
Native Americans 
immigrate to North 
America from 
northern Asia; stock 
breeding 
and irrigation 
used in China; 
Stonehenge, 
England, a center for 
religious worship, is 
erected; bellows 
used in India, 
allowing for 
higher furnace 
temperatures

1900
Egyptians use 
irrigation systems 
to control Nile 
floods; spoked 
wheel invented 
in the ancient 
Middle East; 
horses used to pull 
vehicles

1750
Babylonian 
mathematicians 
already 
understand cube 
and square root; 
Hammurabi 
of Babylon 
provides first of all 
legal codes

1700
Egyptian papyrus 
document 
describes medical 
and surgical 
procedures

1500
Sundials used 
in Egypt; 
Mexican Sun 
Pyramid built

Why the Life Application Study Bible Is Unique

Have you ever opened your Bible and asked the following?
•	 What does this passage really mean?
•	 How does it apply to my life?
•	 Why does some of the Bible seem irrelevant?
•	 What do these ancient cultures have to do with today?
•	 I love God; why can’t I understand what he is saying to me through his Word?
•	 What was going on in the lives of these people in the Bible?

Many Christians do not read the Bible regularly. Why? Because with the pressures of 
daily living they cannot find a connection between the timeless principles of Scripture 
and the ever-present problems of day-to-day living.

God urges us to apply his Word (see Isaiah 42:23; 1 Corinthians 10:11; 2 Thessalo-
nians 3:4), but too often we stop at accumulating Bible knowledge. This is why the 
Life Application Study Bible was developed—to show how to put into practice what we 
have learned.

Applying God’s Word is a vital part of one’s relationship with God; it is the evidence 
that we are obeying him. The difficulty in applying the Bible is not with the Bible itself, 
but with the reader’s inability to bridge the gap between the past and present, the con-
ceptual and practical. When we don’t or can’t do this, spiritual dryness, shallowness, 
and indifference are the results.

A Chronology 
of Bible Events 
and World Events

THE TIMELINE on the following pages gives a visual 
overview of events in biblical times as compared to other 
famous world events. (The timelines in the individual 
books of the Bible are different, focusing on the events 
occurring in the books themselves.) This timeline gives 
the scope of biblical history from Creation to the resurrec-
tion of Christ and the beginnings of the church along with 
key events that were occurring in other parts of the world.
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1500
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in Egypt; 
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The words of Scripture itself cry out to us, “Do not merely listen to the word, and 
so deceive yourselves. Do what it says” (James 1:22). The Life Application Study Bible 
shows you how to do just that. Developed by an interdenominational team of pas-
tors, scholars, family counselors, and members of a national organization dedicated 
to promoting God’s Word and spreading the gospel, the Life Application Study Bible 
took many years to complete, and all the work was reviewed by several renowned 
theologians under the directorship of Dr. Kenneth Kantzer.

The Life Application Study Bible does what a good resource Bible should—it helps 
you understand the context of a passage, gives important background and historical 
information, explains difficult words and phrases, and helps you see the interrelation-
ships within Scripture. But it also does much more. The Life Application Study Bible 
goes deeper into God’s Word, helping you discover the timeless truth being commu-
nicated, see its relevance for your life, and make personal applications. While some 
study Bibles attempt application, over 75 percent of this Bible’s features are applica-
tion oriented. The notes answer the questions “So what?” and “What does this pas-
sage mean for me, my family, my friends, my job, my neighborhood, my church, my 
country?”

Imagine reading a familiar passage of Scripture and gaining fresh insight, as if it 
were the first time you had ever read it. How much richer your life would be if you left 
each Bible reading with a new perspective and a small change for the better! A small 
change every day adds up to a changed life—and that is one of the very purposes of 
Scripture.

page A19

00_fm_LASB_LP_NIV.indd   19 10/14/2019   4:35:26 PM



1400
First period 
of Chinese 
literature; intricate 
clock used in 
Egypt

1380
Palace of 
Knossos 
on island 
of Crete 
destroyed by 
earthquake

1358
Egyptian king 
Tutankhamen 
dies and is 
buried inside an 
immense, 
treasure-laden 
tomb

1250
Silk fabrics 
manufactured 
in China

1200
Labor strike 
in Thebes; 
first Chinese 
dictionary

1183
Destruction 
of Troy during 
Trojan War

The 
exodus 
from 
Egypt
1446

Ten 
Commandments 
given
1445

Hebrews 
enter 
Canaan
1406

Judges 
begin 
to rule 
Israel
1375

Deborah 
becomes 
Israel’s judge
1209

Gideon 
becomes 
Israel’s 
judge
1162

Samuel 
born
1105

Samson 
becomes 
Israel’s 
judge
1075

Saul 
becomes 
Israel’s 
first king
1050

David 
becomes 
Israel’s king
1010

Solomon 
becomes 
Israel’s king
970

Temple in 
Jerusalem 
completed
959

Kingdom 
of Israel 
divides
930

Elijah 
prophesies 
in Israel
875

Ahab 
becomes 
Israel’s 
king
874

Elisha 
prophesies in 
Israel
848

Joash 
becomes 
Judah’s 
king
835

Jonah 
becomes 
a prophet
793

1000
City of Peking built; 
Greek mythology 
fully developed; 
California Native 
Americans build 
wood-reed 
houses; Chinese 
mathematicians 
utilize root 
multiplication, 
geometry, 
proportions, and 
theory of motion; 
glazing of bricks 
and tiles begins 
in Middle East

950
Gold vessels 
and jewelry 
popular in 
northern 
Europe

900
Celts invade 
Britain; Assyrians 
invent inflatable 
skins for soldiers 
to cross rivers

850
Evidence of 
highly 
developed 
metal and 
stone 
sculptures 
in Africa

814
Founding of 
Carthage, a 
Phoenician 
trading post

800
Development  
of caste  
system  
in India;  
Babylonian 
and Chinese 
astronomers 
understand planetary 
movements; spoked 
wheels used in Europe; 
Homer writes Iliad and 
Odyssey; ice skating a 
popular sport in 
northern Europe

776
First known 
date of Olympic  
Games

What Is Application?

The best way to define application is to first determine what it is not. Application is 
not just accumulating knowledge. This helps us discover and understand facts and 
concepts, but it stops there. History is filled with philosophers who knew what the 
Bible said but failed to apply it to their lives, keeping them from believing it and being 
changed. Many think that understanding is the end goal of Bible study, but that is 
really only the beginning.

Application is not just illustration. Illustration only tells us how someone else has 
handled a situation similar to one we are facing. While we may empathize with that 
person, we still have little direction for our personal situations.

Application is not just demonstrating that a passage is relevant. Showing the Bible’s 
relevance only helps us to see that the same things that were true in biblical times are 
true today; it does not show us how to apply the truth to the problems and pressures 
of our individual lives.

What, then, is application? Application begins by knowing and understanding God’s 
Word and its timeless truths. But you cannot stop there. If you do, God’s Word may not 
change your life, and it may seem dull, difficult, tedious, and tiring. A good application 
brings the truth of God’s Word into focus, shows the reader what to do about what God 
is teaching, and motivates him or her to respond with action and appropriate change. 
All three are essential to application.

Application is putting into practice what we already know (see Mark 4:24 and 
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Hebrews 5:11-14) and answering the question “So what?” by being confronted with 
the right questions and motivated to take action (see James 2:17 and 1 John 2:5-6). Ap-
plication is deeply personal—unique for each individual. It is making a relevant truth 
a personal truth, and it involves developing a strategy and action plan to live your life 
in harmony with the Bible. It is the biblical “how to” of life.

You may ask, How can these application notes be relevant to my life? Each application 
note has three parts: (1) an explanation that ties the note directly to the Scripture pas-
sage and sets up the truth that is being taught, (2) the bridge that explains the timeless 
truth and makes it relevant for today, and (3) the application that shows you how to 
take the timeless truth and apply it to your personal situation. No note, by itself, can 
apply Scripture directly to your life. It can only teach, direct, lead, guide, inspire, rec-
ommend, and urge. It can give you the resources and direction you need to apply the 
Bible; but only you can take these resources and put them into practice.

A good note, therefore, should not only give you knowledge and understanding 
but also point you to application. Before you buy any kind of resource Bible, you 
should evaluate the notes and ask the following questions: (1) Do the notes contain 
enough information to help me understand the point of a given Scripture passage? 
(2) Do the notes assume I know too much? (3) Do the notes avoid denominational 
bias? (4) Do the notes touch most of life’s experiences? (5) Do the notes help me apply 
God’s Word?
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490
First time Greek 
men choose 
short haircuts

Features of the 
Life Application Study Bible

NOTES

In addition to providing many application notes, the Life Application 
Study Bible offers several kinds of explanatory notes, which help you 
understand culture, history, context, difficult-to-understand passages, 
background, places, theological concepts, and the relationships of vari-
ous passages of Scripture to other passages. Maps, charts, and diagrams 
are also found on the same pages as the passages to which they relate. 
For an example of an application note, see the note on Mark 15:47. For an 
example of an explanatory note, see the note on Mark 11:1-2.

BOOK INTRODUCTIONS

The book introductions are divided into several easy-to-find parts:
Timeline. This places the specific book of the Bible in its historical setting. 
It lists the key events of the book and the dates when they occurred. Al-
ternative dates in parentheses are based on a later dating of the Exodus.
Vital Statistics. This is a list of straight facts about the book—pieces of 
information you need to know at a glance.
Overview. This is a summary of the book with general lessons and ap-
plications that can be drawn from the book as a whole.

11:27-28 Abram grew up in Ur of the Chaldeans, an important city in the 
ancient world. Archaeologists have discovered evidence of a flourishing 
civilization there in Abram’s day. The city carried on an extensive trade 
with its neighbors and had a ziggurat, a temple, and a palace. Growing 
up in Ur, Abram was probably well educated.

11:31 Terah left Ur to go to Canaan but settled in Haran instead. Why did 
he stop halfway? It may have been his health, the climate, or even fear. But 
this did not change Abram’s calling (“the Lord had said to Abram”; 12:1). 
He had respect for his father’s leadership, but when Terah died, Abram 
moved on to Canaan. God’s will may come in stages. Just as the time in 
Haran was a transition period for Abram, so God may give us transition 
periods and times of waiting to help us depend on him and trust his timing. 
If we patiently do his will during the transition times, we will be better 
prepared to serve him as we should when he calls us.

Timeline

Creation Noah 
undated

Abram
born
2166 BC
(2000 BC)

Abram
enters
Canaan
2091
(1925)

Isaac
born
2066
(1900)

Jacob
& Esau
born
2006
(1840)

Jacob
flees to
Harran
1929
(1764)

Joseph
born
1915
(1750)

Joseph
sold into
slavery
1898
(1733)

Joseph
rules
Egypt
1885
(1720)

Joseph
dies
1805
(1640)

Genesis
BEGIN  . . . start . . . commence . . . open. . . . There’s 

something refreshing and optimistic about these 
words, whether they refer to the dawn of a new day, 
the birth of a child, the start of a symphony, or the 
first miles of a family vacation. Full of promise, be-

ginnings stir hope and encourage imaginative visions 
of the future. Genesis means “beginnings” or “origin,” 

and it unfolds the record of the beginning of the world, of 
human history, of family, of civilization, of salvation. It is the story of 
God’s purpose and plan for his creation. As the book of beginnings, 
Genesis sets the stage for the entire Bible. It reveals the person and 
nature of God (Creator, Sustainer, Judge, Redeemer); the value and 
dignity of human beings (made in God’s image, saved by grace, used 
by God in the world); the tragedy and consequences of sin (the Fall, 
separation from God, judgment); and the promise and assurance of 
salvation (covenant, forgiveness, the promised Messiah).

God. That’s where Genesis begins. All at once we see him creating 
the universe in a majestic display of power and purpose, culminating 
with a man and woman made to be like him (1:26-27). But before long, 
sin entered the world, and Satan was unmasked. Bathed in innocence, 
creation was shattered by the Fall (the willful disobedience of Adam 
and Eve). Fellowship with God was broken, and evil began weaving its 
destructive web. In rapid succession, we read how Adam and Eve were 
expelled from the beautiful Garden, their first son turned murderer, and 
evil bred evil until God finally destroyed everyone on earth except the 
small family of Noah, the only godly person left.

As we come to Abraham on the plains of Canaan, we discover the be-
ginning of God’s covenant people and the broad strokes of his salvation 
plan: Salvation comes by faith, Abraham’s descendants will be God’s 
people, and the Savior of the world will come through this chosen na-
tion. The stories of Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph that follow are more than 
interesting biographies. They emphasize the promises of God and the 
proof that he is faithful. The men and women we meet in Genesis are 
simple, ordinary people, yet through them, God launched his eternal 
plan. These are vivid pictures of how God can and does use all kinds of 
people to accomplish his good purposes—even people like you.

Read Genesis and be encouraged. No matter how dark the world 
situation seems, God has a plan. No matter how insignificant or useless 
you feel, God loves you and wants to use you in his plan. No matter 
how sinful and separated from God you are, his salvation is available. 
Read Genesis . . . and find hope!

Vital Statistics
P U R P O S E :

To record God’s creation of the 
world and his desire to have a 
people set apart to worship him

A U T H O R :

Moses

O R I G I N A L  A U D I E N C E :

The people of Israel

D A T E  W R I T T E N :

1450–1410 BC

W H E R E  W R I T T E N :

In the wilderness during Israel’s 
wanderings

S E T T I N G :

The region presently known as the 
Middle East

K E Y  V E R S E S :

“So God created mankind in his 
own image, in the image of God he 
created them; male and female he 
created them.” (1:27)
“I will make you into a great nation, 
and I will bless you; I will make your 
name great, and you will be a bless-
ing. I will bless those who bless 
you, and whoever curses you I will 
curse; and all peoples on earth will 
be blessed through you.” (12:2-3)

K E Y  P E O P L E :

Adam, Eve, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, 
Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob, Joseph
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Hosea 
becomes 
a prophet
753

Israel invaded by 
Tiglath-Pileser III 
of Assyria
743

Isaiah 
becomes 
a prophet
740

Israel 
(northern 
kingdom) 
falls
722

Jerusalem 
besieged by 
Sennacherib 
of Assyria
701

Hezekiah 
becomes 
Judah’s 
king
715

Josiah 
becomes 
Judah’s 
king
640

Jeremiah 
becomes 
a prophet
627

Daniel 
taken 
captive to 
Babylon
605

Assyrian 
capital of 
Nineveh 
destroyed
612 Judah (southern 

kingdom) falls to 
Babylon
586

753
Traditional date 
for founding of 
city of Rome

750
Earliest music 
notation written 
in ancient Greece; 
Celts introduce 
plow to Britain

700
False teeth 
invented 
in Italy

660
Japan 
established 
as a nation

650
Soldering 
of iron 
invented

648
Horse racing 
first held 
at 33rd Olympic 
Games

600
Temple of 
Artemis built in 
Ephesus—one 
of the Seven 
Wonders of the 
Ancient World

King 
Nebuchadnezzar of 
Babylon dies
562

Babylon 
overthrown 
by Cyrus 
of Persia
539

First Jewish 
exiles 
return to 
Jerusalem
538

New Temple 
completed in 
Jerusalem
515

Esther 
becomes 
queen of 
Persia
479

563
Gautama 
Buddha, the 
founder of 
Buddhism, born 
in India

560
Aesop 
writes his 
fables

551
Confucius, 
famous 
Chinese 
scholar, born

550
King Cyrus 
the Great 
conquers the 
Medes and founds 
the Persian 
Empire; lock & key, 
water level, 
and carpenter’s 
square invented

540
Horseback 
postal service 
in Persian 
Empire

534
Tragedy 
emerges as 
a form of 
Greek 
drama

525
Polo a 
sport 
among 
Persians

520
Public 
libraries 
open in 
Athens, 
Greece

509
Rome 
becomes 
a republic

500
Glass first 
imported into 
China from 
Middle East; 
Indian surgeon 
Sushruta 
performs 
cataract 
operation; 
origin of 
Halloween, a 
Celtic festival

490
First time Greek 
men choose 
short haircuts

Blueprint. This is the outline of the book. It is written in easy-to-under-
stand language and is designed for easy memorization. To the right of 
each main heading is a key lesson that is taught in that particular section.
Megathemes. This section gives the main themes of the book, explaining 
their significance and telling why they are still important for us today.
Map. This shows the key places found in the book and retells the story of 
the book from a geographical point of view.

OUTLINE

The Life Application Study Bible has a custom-made outline that was 
designed specifically with application in mind. Several unique features 
should be noted:
1.	 To avoid confusion and aid memory work, each book outline has only 

three levels of headings. Main outline heads are marked by a capital 
letter. Subheads are marked by a number. Further explanatory heads 
have no letter or number.

2.	 Each main outline head marked by a letter also has a brief paragraph 
below it summarizing the Bible text and offering a general application.

3.	 Parallel passages are listed where they apply in the Gospels.

be came the fa ther of Me thu se lah,  Enoch  walked faith ful ly with God a 300  years and had 
oth er sons and daugh ters. 23 Al to geth er,  Enoch  lived a to tal of 365  years. 24 Enoch  walked 
faith ful ly with God; b then he was no more, be cause God took him away. c

25 When Me thu se lah had  lived 187  years, he be came the fa ther of La mech. 26 Af ter he 
be came the fa ther of La mech, Me thu se lah  lived 782  years and had oth er sons and daugh­
ters. 27 Al to geth er, Me thu se lah  lived a to tal of 969  years, and then he died.

28 When La mech had  lived 182  years, he had a son. 29 He  named him Noah a and said, 
“He will com fort us in the la bor and pain ful toil of our  hands  caused by the  ground the 
Lord has  cursed. d” 30 Af ter Noah was born, La mech  lived 595  years and had oth er sons 
and daugh ters. 31 Al to geth er, La mech  lived a to tal of 777  years, and then he died.

32 Af ter Noah was 500  years old, he be came the fa ther of Shem, Ham and Ja pheth.

C. THE STORY OF NOAH (6:1–11:32)
Earth was no longer the perfect paradise that God had intended. It is frightening to see how quickly all humanity 
forgot about God. Incredibly, in all the world,  only one man and his  fam i ly still worshiped God. That man was 
Noah. Because of his faithfulness and obedience, God saved him and his  fam i ly from a vast Flood that destroyed 
 every  other human being on earth. This section shows us how God hates sin and judges those who enjoy it.

1. The Flood
Wickedness in the World

6 When hu man be ings be gan to in crease in num ber on the  earth e and daugh ters were 
born to them, 2 the sons of God saw that the daugh ters of hu mans were beau ti ful, and 

they mar ried any of them they  chose. 3 Then the Lord said, “My Spir it will not con tend with b 
hu mans for ev er, f for they are mor talc; g  their days will be a hun dred and twen ty years.”

5:22
a ver 24; Ge 6:9; 
17:1; 48:15; Mic 6:8; 
Mal 2:6

5:24
b ver 22
c 2Ki 2:1, 11; Heb 11:5

5:29
d Ge 3:17; Ro 8:20

6:1
e Ge 1:28

6:3
f Isa 57:16
g Ps 78:39
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A HARMONY OF THE BOOKS OF KINGS & CHRONICLES  see page 738

A harmony of the books of 1 and 2 Kings and 1 and 2 Chronicles has been 
developed to help you understand the interplay between these books. 
The chart is set up like a timeline, providing you with the names of the 
kings listed chronologically, a brief overview of each king’s reign, and 
where you can read about him. It also includes the names of the proph-
ets—as well as when and to whom they prophesied—so you can under-
stand their prophecies in context. This harmony is located between the 
books of 1 and 2 Kings.

A HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS  see page 2421

A harmony of the Gospels was developed specifically for this Bible. It is 
the first harmony ever incorporated throughout the Bible text. Through 
a unique and simple numbering system (found both in the harmony and 
in parentheses in the subheads throughout the Gospels), you can read 
any Gospel account and see just where you are in relation to other events 
in the life of Christ. The harmony is located after the Gospel of John and 
explained in detail there.

PERSONALITY PROFILES

Another unique feature of this Bible is the profiles of many biblical 
people, which include their strengths and weaknesses, greatest accom-
plishments and mistakes, and key lessons from their lives. The profiles 
of these people are found in the books of the Bible where their stories 
occur.

Ezra arrives in 
Jerusalem
458

Nehemiah 
builds 
Jerusalem wall
445

Malachi 
becomes 
a prophet
430

Aramaic begins 
to replace 
Hebrew 
as Jewish 
language
390

469
Socrates, 
philosopher 
of the ancient 
world,  
born

460
Birth of Democritus, 
who introduced 
an atomic theory 
by arguing that 
all bodies are made 
of indivisible and 
unchangeable atoms

457
Golden 
Age 
in Athens, 
Greece, 
begins

448
The 
Parthenon 
built on top 
of Athens’ 
Acropolis

438
Greek 
sculptor 
Phidias makes 
a 60-foot- 
high statue 
of Zeus— 
one of the 
Seven 
Wonders of 
the Ancient 
World

430
Romans agree 
to concept of 
a dictator 
in times 
of military 
emergency

399
Socrates 
condemned to 
death by 
Athenian jury

384
Aristotle 
born

370
Plato writes 
his most 
famous 
book, The 
Republic

Temple of 
Jerusalem 
plundered by 
Antiochus IV
169

Judas Maccabeus 
begins a revolt 
against Antiochus IV
165

330
Alexander 
the Great 
defeats the 
Medo-
Persian 
Empire

312
Romans build 
first paved 
road, the 
Appian Way, 
from Rome to 
Capua

255
Hebrew Old 
Testament 
translated 
into Greek and 
called the 
Septuagint

241
Romans 
conquer 
Sicily and 
add their first 
non-Italian 
territory to 
the Roman 
Empire

215
Great Wall of 
China built 139

Jews and 
astrologers 
banished 
from Rome

102
First Chinese 
ships reach 
east coast 
of India; ball 
bearings used 
in Danish cart 
wheels

100
Julius 
Caesar, first 
emperor 
of Rome, 
born 55

Romans conquer 
England and make 
it part of Roman 
Empire until 
AD 442

51
Cleopatra 
becomes last 
independent 
Egyptian ruler 
of the ancient 
world

C A P I T A L :  S H E C H E M ,  T H E N  T I R Z A H ,  T H E N  S A M A R I A

THE NORTHERN KINGDOM OF ISRAEL (TEN TRIBES)

THE SOUTHERN KINGDOM OF JUDAH (TWO TRIBES)
C A P I T A L :  J E R U S A L E M

930
JEROBOAM I
(22 years)
Fortified a capital   
city (Shechem),  
set up two golden  
calf-idols, led the  
nation into sin, 
allowed anyone  
to be a priest
1 Kgs 11:26–14:20
2 Chr 10:12–13:20

909
NADAB
(2 years)
1 Kgs 15:25-28

908
BAASHA
(24 years)
Led people into  
idol worship
1 Kgs 15:27–16:7
2 Chr 16:1-6

886
ELAH
(2 years)
Continued idol 
worship
1 Kgs 16:6-14

885
ZIMRI
(7 days)
1 Kgs 16:9-20

885
TIBNI
1 Kgs 16:21-22

885
OMRI
(12 years)
Built the capital  
city of Samaria,  
had great military 
power, but contin-
ued to lead Israel 
into idolatry
1 Kgs 16:16-28

874
AHAB
(22 years)
Married Jezebel  
(a non-Jew and 
extremely wicked 
woman), worshiped 
Baal, and suffered 
three years of 
 famine caused by 
his consistent dis-
obedience to God
1 Kgs 16:28–22:40
2 Chr 18:1-34

853
AHAZIAH
(2 years)
Proposed a joint 
trade venture  
with Judah
1 Kgs 22:40— 
2 Kgs 1:18
2 Chr 20:35-37

852
JORAM
(12 years)
Suffered famine 
and war during 
most of his reign
2 Kgs 3:1–9:26
2 Chr 22:5 -7

841
JEHU
(28 years)
Was responsible for the 
deaths of Joram (king 
of Israel), Ahaziah (king 
of Judah), and Jezebel 
(wicked mother of 
Joram); destroyed the 
priests and temples of 
Baal but did not con-
sistently follow God
2 Kgs 9:1–10:36
2 Chr 22:7-9

814
JEHOAHAZ
(17 years)
Evil reign included  
worship of Asherah, 
usually called  
“detestable”
2 Kgs 13:1-9

798
JEHOASH
(16 years)
Even though he was 
evil, he recognized  
the authority of Elisha 
as a prophet of God
2 Kgs 13:10 –14:16
2 Chr 25:17-24

793
JEROBOAM II
(41 years)
Very evil but 
 politically  
powerful; his 
nation enjoyed 
economic  
prosperity and 
 military peace
2 Kgs 14:16-29

All dates are BC. The total years of reign sometimes includes years of co-rulership.

AHIJAH 934–909

ELIJAH 875–848

ELISHA 848–797

JONAH 793–753

930
REHOBOAM
(17 years)
Built many fortified 
cities, strengthened 
the economy (despite 
the tribute paid to 
Egypt), followed God 
for three years, but 
then set up idols 
and shrines to 
 foreign gods
1 Kgs 11:43–14:31
2 Chr 9:31–12:16

910
ASA
(41 years)
Destroyed pagan altars 
and rebuilt altar of God, 
built fortified cities, gained 
much wealth from plunder 
of foreign conquest, 
removed the queen 
 mother for worshiping 
Asherah, led the people 
to worship God with 
their hearts, provided 
peace on home soil, was 
greatly loved and given 
a beautiful funeral
1 Kgs 15:8-24
2 Chr 14:1–16:14

872
JEHOSHAPHAT
(25 years)
Arranged for the marriage  
of his son to a daughter of 
Ahab (who made trouble 
later on), had a strong  
military (kept troops in 
 cities of Israel his father 
had conquered), collected 
tribute from the Philistines, 
worshiped the Lord  
and destroyed idols,  
established education,  
and appointed judges  
and courts
1 Kgs 15:24; 22:1-50
2 Chr 17:1–21:1

853
JEHORAM
(8 years)
Married a wicked 
daughter of Ahab, 
compelled the 
people to worship 
idols, and killed 
all his brothers
2 Kgs 8:16-24
2 Chr 21:1-20

841
AHAZIAH
(1 year)
Friend of Joram  
of Israel
2 Kgs 8:24–9:29
2 Chr 22:1-10

841
ATHALIAH  
(QUEEN)
(6 years)
Killed all her  
grandchildren  
except Joash,  
who was hidden  
by his nurse for  
six years, ravaged 
the temple to  
furnish Baal’s temple
2 Kgs 11:1-20
2 Chr 22:10–23:21

835
JOASH
(40 years)
Was crowned king 
at the age of seven 
by Jehoiada (the 
high priest), pro-
moted peace and 
prosperity, repaired 
the temple, and 
smashed the altars 
to Baal; abandoned 
God after Jehoiada 
died, and even  
had Jehoiada’s  
son killed
2 Kgs 11:2–12:21
2 Chr 22:11–24:27

796
AMAZIAH
(29 years)
Was basically good 
but did not com-
pletely wipe out 
idol worship; 
organized and 
mustered the army
2 Kgs 14:1-20
2 Chr 25:1-28

792
AZARIAH (UZZIAH)
(52 years)
Rebuilt a city named 
Elath, owned many 
farms and vineyards, 
constructed water 
reservoirs and  
fortified towers,  
reorganized the  
army (so powerful 
that his fame  
spread to Egypt),  
but violated God’s 
laws for priestly  
function—so  
God struck him  
with leprosy
2 Kgs 15:1-7
2 Chr 26:1-23

913
ABIJAH
(3 years)
Despite his wicked-
ness, he called  
for God’s help  
to win the battle 
against Israel
1 Kgs 14:31–15:8
2 Chr 13:1–14:1

OBADIAH 855–840(?)

A Harmony of the Books of Kings & Chronicles
This timeline gives a harmony of the history recorded in 1 and 2 Kings and 1 and 2 Chronicles. The kings are listed chrono-
logically, with those in the northern kingdom at the top and those in the southern kingdom at the bottom. Below the name 
of each king is the amount of time he was in power, and where you can read about him. The horizontal lines above and 
below the chart represent the prophets who prophesied during the reigns of these kings.

250 Events in the Life of Christ 
 A Harmony of the Gospels

EACH OF THE FOUR BOOKS in the Bible that tell the story of Jesus Christ—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John—stands alone, emphasizing a unique aspect of Jesus’ life. But when these are blended into one 
complete account, or harmonized, we gain new insights about the life of Christ.

This harmony combines the four Gospels into a single chronological account of Christ’s life on earth. 
It includes every chapter and verse of each Gospel, leaving nothing out.

The harmony is divided into 250 events. The title of each event is identical to the title found in the cor-
responding Gospel. Parallel passages found in more than one Gospel have identical titles, helping you 
to identify them quickly.

Each of the 250 events in the harmony is numbered. The number of the event corresponds to the 
number next to the title in the Bible text. When reading one of the Gospel accounts, you will notice, at 
times, that some numbers are missing or out of sequence. The easiest way to locate these events is to 
refer to the harmony.

In addition, if you are looking for a particular event in the life of Christ, the harmony can help you 
locate it more rapidly than paging through all four Gospels. Each of the 250 events has a distinctive title 
keyed to the main emphasis of the passage to help you locate and remember the events.

This harmony will help you to better visualize the travels of Jesus, study the four Gospels comparatively, 
and appreciate the unity of their message.

 I. BIRTH AND PREPARATION OF JESUS CHRIST Matthew Mark Luke John

1. Luke’s purpose in writing 1:1-4
2. God became a human 1:1-18
3. The record of Jesus’ ancestors 1:1-17 3:23-38
4. An angel promises the birth of John to Zechariah 1:5-25
5. An angel promises the birth of Jesus to Mary 1:26-38
6. Mary visits Elizabeth 1:39-56
7. John the Baptist is born 1:57-80
8. An angel appears to Joseph 1:18-25
9. Jesus is born in Bethlehem 2:1-7

10. Shepherds visit Jesus 2:8-20
11. Mary and Joseph bring Jesus to the Temple 2:21-40
12. Visitors arrive from eastern lands 2:1-12
13. The escape to Egypt 2:13-18
14. The return to Nazareth 2:19-23
15. Jesus speaks with the religious teachers 2:41-52
16. John the Baptist prepares the way for Jesus 3:1-12 1:1-8 3:1-18
17. John baptizes Jesus 3:13-17 1:9-11 3:21-22
18. Satan tempts Jesus in the wilderness 4:1-11 1:12-13 4:1-13
19. John the Baptist declares his mission 1:19-28
20. John the Baptist proclaims Jesus as the Messiah 1:29-34
21. The first disciples follow Jesus 1:35-51
22. Jesus turns water into wine 2:1-12

 II. MESSAGE AND MINISTRY OF JESUS CHRIST Matthew Mark Luke John

23. Jesus clears the Temple 2:13-22
24. Nicodemus visits Jesus at night 2:23–3:21
25. John the Baptist tells more about Jesus 3:22-36
26. Herod puts John in prison 3:19-20
27. Jesus talks to a woman at the well 4:1-26
28. Jesus tells about the spiritual harvest 4:27-38
29. Many Samaritans believe in Jesus 4:39-42
30. Jesus preaches in Galilee 4:12-17 1:14-15 4:14-15 4:43-45
31. Jesus heals a government official’s son 4:46-54
32. Jesus is rejected at Nazareth 4:16-30
33. Four fishermen follow Jesus 4:18-22 1:16-20
34. Jesus teaches with great authority 1:21-28 4:31-37
35. Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-law and many others 8:14-17 1:29-34 4:38-41

page 1851page 1851

Strengths and 
accomplishments:

• Only follower of God left in his generation
• Second father of the human race
• Man of patience, consistency, and obedience
• First major shipbuilder

Weaknesses 
and mistakes:

• Got drunk and embarrassed himself in front of his sons

Lessons from 
his life:

• God is faithful to those who obey him.
• God does not always protect us from trouble, but he cares for us in spite of trouble.
• Obedience is a long-term commitment.
• We may be faithful, but our sinful nature remains with us.

Vital statistics: • Where: We’re not told how far from the Garden of Eden people had settled
• Occupation: Farmer, shipbuilder, preacher
• Relatives: Grandfather: Methuselah. Father: Lamech. Sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

Key verse: “So Noah did everything exactly as God had commanded him.” (Genesis 6:22)

Noah’s story is told in Genesis 5:28–10:32. He is also mentioned in 1 Chronicles 1:3-4; Isaiah 54:9; Ezekiel 14:14, 20; Matthew 24:37-38; 
Luke 3:36; 17:26-27; Hebrews 11:7; 1 Peter 3:20; 2 Peter 2:5.

THE STORY OF NOAH’S LIFE involves not one but two great and tragic floods. The 
world in Noah’s day was flooded with evil. The number of those who remembered the 
one true God had dwindled to one—only Noah still worshiped God. God’s response to 
the severe situation was a 120-year-long last chance, during which he had Noah build 

a large, real-life illustration of his message. Nothing like a huge boat on dry land to make a point! 
For Noah, obedience meant a long-term commitment to a project and preaching what would 
have been an unpopular message of judgment.

Many of us have trouble sticking with any project, whether or not it is directed by God. It is in-
teresting that the length of Noah’s obedience was greater than the life span of people today. The 
only comparable long-term project is our very lives. But perhaps this is the great challenge Noah’s 
life gives us—to live, in acceptance of God’s grace, an entire lifetime of obedience and gratitude.

Noah
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MAPS

The Life Application Study Bible has numerous maps, building a thor-
ough and comprehensive Bible atlas right into the pages of this Bible. 
There are two kinds of maps: (1) Book introduction maps, each one tell-
ing the story of a particular Bible book. (2) Thumbnail maps in the notes, 
plotting geographic movements in the Bible. In addition to these numer-
ous black-and-white maps, there is a comprehensive set of color maps at 
the back of this Bible.

CHARTS AND DIAGRAMS

Hundreds of charts and diagrams are included to help you better visual-
ize difficult concepts and relationships. Most charts not only present the 
needed information but also show its significance.

CROSS-REFERENCES

A carefully organized cross-reference system in the margins of the Bible 
text helps you find related passages quickly. See page A11 for more infor-
mation on the NIV cross-reference system.

Ezra arrives in 
Jerusalem
458

Nehemiah 
builds 
Jerusalem wall
445

Malachi 
becomes 
a prophet
430

Aramaic begins 
to replace 
Hebrew 
as Jewish 
language
390

469
Socrates, 
philosopher 
of the ancient 
world,  
born

460
Birth of Democritus, 
who introduced 
an atomic theory 
by arguing that 
all bodies are made 
of indivisible and 
unchangeable atoms

457
Golden 
Age 
in Athens, 
Greece, 
begins

448
The 
Parthenon 
built on top 
of Athens’ 
Acropolis

438
Greek 
sculptor 
Phidias makes 
a 60-foot- 
high statue 
of Zeus— 
one of the 
Seven 
Wonders of 
the Ancient 
World

430
Romans agree 
to concept of 
a dictator 
in times 
of military 
emergency

399
Socrates 
condemned to 
death by 
Athenian jury

384
Aristotle 
born

370
Plato writes 
his most 
famous 
book, The 
Republic

Temple of 
Jerusalem 
plundered by 
Antiochus IV
169

Judas Maccabeus 
begins a revolt 
against Antiochus IV
165

330
Alexander 
the Great 
defeats the 
Medo-
Persian 
Empire

312
Romans build 
first paved 
road, the 
Appian Way, 
from Rome to 
Capua

255
Hebrew Old 
Testament 
translated 
into Greek and 
called the 
Septuagint

241
Romans 
conquer 
Sicily and 
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non-Italian 
territory to 
the Roman 
Empire

215
Great Wall of 
China built 139

Jews and 
astrologers 
banished 
from Rome

102
First Chinese 
ships reach 
east coast 
of India; ball 
bearings used 
in Danish cart 
wheels

100
Julius 
Caesar, first 
emperor 
of Rome, 
born 55

Romans conquer 
England and make 
it part of Roman 
Empire until 
AD 442

51
Cleopatra 
becomes last 
independent 
Egyptian ruler 
of the ancient 
world

7
 So humble yourselves before God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Come 

close to God, and God will come close to you. Wash your hands, you sinners; purify 
your hearts, for your loyalty is divided between God and the world. 9 Let there be tears 
for what you have done. Let there be sorrow and deep grief. Let there be sadness instead 
of laughter, and gloom instead of joy. 10

 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will 
lift you up in honor.

Warning against Judging Others
11

 Don’t speak evil against each other, dear brothers and sisters.* If you criticize and judge 
each other, then you are criticizing and judging God’s law. But your job is to obey the 
law, not to judge whether it applies to you. 12

 God alone, who gave the law, is the Judge. 
4:11 Greek brothers.  

Teaching References

When troubles come your way, consider it an opportunity for great joy 
and growing endurance.

James 1:2 
Matthew 5:10-12

When your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and 
 complete, needing nothing.

James 1:4 
Matthew 5:48

Ask God, and he will answer. James 1:5; 5:15 
Matthew 7:7-12

Believers who don’t amount to much by the world’s standards should 
be glad, because God has honored them.

James 1:9 
Matthew 5:3

Watch out for your anger—it can be dangerous. James 1:19-20 
Matthew 5:22

As you show mercy to others, God will show mercy to you. James 2:13 
Matthew 5:7; 6:14

Your faith must express itself in your actions. James 2:14-16 
Matthew 7:21-23

Blessed are the peacemakers; they plant peace and reap righteousness. James 3:17-18 
Matthew 5:9

You cannot serve God and money, pleasures, or evil. Friendship with the 
world makes you an enemy of God.

James 4:4 
Matthew 6:24

When you humble yourself and realize your dependence on God, he 
will lift you up.

James 4:10 
Matthew 5:3-4

Don’t slander or speak evil against other believers. If you do, you are 
 criticizing and judging God’s command to love one another.

James 4:11 
Matthew 7:1-2

Treasures on earth will only rot away and be eaten by moths. Store up 
eternal treasures in heaven.

James 5:2-3 
Matthew 6:19

Be patient in suffering, as God’s prophets were patient. James 5:10 
Matthew 5:12

James has 
more simi-
larities to the 
Sermon on 
the Mount 
than any 
other book 
in the New 
Testament. 
James  relied 
 heavily 
on Jesus’ 
 teachings.

FAITH THAT 
WORKS

25 But Zip po rah took a  flint  knife, cut off her  son’s fore skin m and  touched Mo ses’ feet 
with it. a “Sure ly you are a bride groom of  blood to me,” she said. 26 So the Lord let him 
 alone. (At that time she said “bride groom of  blood,” re fer ring to cir cum ci sion.)

27 The Lord said to Aar on, “Go into the wil der ness to meet Mo ses.” So he met Mo ses 
at the moun tain n of God and  kissed o him. 28 Then Mo ses told Aar on ev ery thing the Lord 
had sent him to say, p and also  about all the  signs he had com mand ed him to per form.

29 Mo ses and Aar on  brought to geth er all the el ders q of the Is ra el ites, 30 and Aar on told 
them ev ery thing the Lord had said to Mo ses. He also per formed the  signs be fore the 
peo ple, 31 and they be lieved. r And when they  heard that the Lord was con cerned s  about 
them and had seen  their mis ery, they  bowed down and wor shiped.

3. God sends  Moses to  Pha raoh
Bricks Without Straw

5 Af ter ward Mo ses and Aar on went to Phar aoh and said, “This is what the Lord, the 
God of Is ra el, says: ‘Let my peo ple go, so that they may hold a fes ti val t to me in the 

wil der ness.’ ”
2 Phar aoh said, “Who is the Lord, u that I  should obey him and let Is ra el go? I do not 

know the Lord and I will not let Is ra el go.” v
3 Then they said, “The God of the He brews has met with us. Now let us take a  three-day 

jour ney into the wil der ness to of fer sac ri fic es to the Lord our God, or he may  strike us 
with  plagues w or with the sword.”

4 But the king of  Egypt said, “Mo ses and Aar on, why are you tak ing the peo ple away 
from  their la bor? x Get back to your work!” 5 Then Phar aoh said, “Look, the peo ple of the 
land are now nu mer ous, y and you are stop ping them from work ing.”

6 That same day Phar aoh gave this or der to the  slave driv ers and over seers in  charge 
of the peo ple: 7 “You are no lon ger to sup ply the peo ple with  straw for mak ing  bricks; 
let them go and gath er  their own  straw. 8 But re quire them to make the same num ber of 
 bricks as be fore;  don’t re duce the quo ta. They are lazy; that is why they are cry ing out, 
‘Let us go and sac ri fice to our God.’ 9 Make the work hard er for the peo ple so that they 
keep work ing and pay no at ten tion to lies.”

10 Then the  slave driv ers and the over seers went out and said to the peo ple, “This is 

4:25 
m Ge 17:14; Jos 5:2, 3

4:27 
n Ex 3:1 
o ver 14

4:28 
p ver 8-9, 16

4:29 
q Ex 3:16

4:31 
r ver 8; Ex 3:18 
s Ex 2:25

5:1 
t Ex 3:18

5:2 
u 2Ki 18:35; Job 21:15 
v Ex 3:19

5:3 
w Ex 3:18

5:4 
x Ex 1:11

5:5 
y Ex 1:7, 9
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TEXTUAL NOTES AND SECTION HEADINGS

Directly related to the New International Version text, the textual notes 
examine such things as alternate translations, meanings of Hebrew and 
Greek terms, Old Testament quotations, and variant readings in ancient 
biblical manuscripts. The NIV text also contains section headings in 
order to help you more easily understand the subject and content of each 
section. Note: The standard New International Version section headings 
have been altered for this edition of the Bible, particularly in the Gos-
pels, where they have been eliminated in favor of the Harmony of the 
Gospels. The headings throughout the Gospels also include a number in 
parentheses, relating each passage to the Harmony of the Gospels.

A CHRISTIAN WORKER’S RESOURCE  see page 2957

The Christian Worker’s Resource is a special supplement written with 
you in mind. It includes five articles that you will find useful in your 
ministry: (1) “How to Become a Christian” includes the basic steps of 
becoming a believer, along with Bible verses you can use to guide some-
one to faith. (2) “How to Follow Up with a New Believer” gives you 14 
discussion points to walk through with a new believer over the course of 
several weeks. These will help him or her understand the basics of the 
Christian faith. (3) “Mining the Treasures of the Life Application Study 

Herod the 
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by the 
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37

Mary, 
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mother, 
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25?
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Great begins 
remodeling 
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20
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Christ 
born
6/5 BC
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Great dies
4 BC

Paul 
born
AD 5?

Judea 
becomes 
a Roman 
province; 
Jesus visits 
Temple as 
a boy
6/7

John the 
Baptist begins 
his ministry; 
Pontius Pilate 
appointed 
governor
26

Jesus 
begins his 
ministry
26/27 Jesus crucified; 

Jesus ascends 
into heaven; 
Pentecost;  
early church 
beginnings
30

Paul’s 
conversion 
on Damascus 
road
35

46
Julius Caesar 
becomes 
dictator for 
life, then is 
assassinated 
two years later

30
Cleopatra 
and her 
lover, Marc  
Antony, 
both die by 
suicide

23
Sumo 
wrestling in 
Japan

AD 1
Saddles first 
used in 
Europe

7
Zealots in 
Judea rebel 
against 
Rome

14
Tiberius succeeds 
Caesar Augustus 
as Roman 
emperor

Herod 
Agrippa 
appointed 
king of 
Judea
41

Paul begins 
his first 
missionary 
journey
46

Paul writes 
Romans; Paul 
imprisoned 
in Caesarea
57

Paul’s 
voyage 
to Rome
59

Paul  
writes the 
Prison 
Letters
60

Paul released 
from prison
62

Paul 
martyred
67?

Romans 
destroy 
Jerusalem
70

960 Jews 
commit mass 
suicide at 
Masada while 
under Roman 
attack
73

Apostle John 
writes 
Revelation
95

43
London 
founded; first 
definite 
reference to 
diamonds

50
Romans 
begin 
using 
soap

54
Emperor 
Claudius 
poisoned by 
order of his 
wife; Nero 
becomes 
emperor

64
Fire burns 
much of 
Rome— 
Nero blames 
Christians for  
setting it

66
Painting 
on canvas

68
Romans destroy a Jewish religious 
commune at Qumran; before the 
Qumran community is captured, 
they hide their library of Bible 
manuscripts in a cave by the Dead 
Sea (discovered in 1948)

74
China 
opens silk 
trade with the 
West

75
Rome begins 
construction 
of famous 
Colosseum

79
Mount Vesuvius 
in Italy erupts, 
killing 30,000 
people and 
burying cities 
of Pompeii and 
Herculaneum

8 Now the Lord God had plant ed a gar den in the east, in Eden; o and  there he put the 
man he had  formed. 9 The Lord God made all  kinds of  trees grow out of the  ground —   trees 
that were pleas ing to the eye and good for food. In the mid dle of the gar den were the tree 
of life p and the tree of the knowl edge of good and evil. q

10 A riv er wa ter ing the gar den  flowed from Eden; from  there it was sep a rat ed into four 
head wa ters. 11 The name of the  first is the Pi shon; it  winds  through the en tire land of 
Hav i lah,  where  there is gold. 12 (The gold of that land is good; ar o mat ic res in a and onyx 
are also  there.) 13 The name of the sec ond riv er is the Gi hon; it  winds  through the en tire 
land of Cush. b 14 The name of the  third riv er is the Ti gris; r it runs  along the east side of 
Ash ur. And the  fourth riv er is the Eu phra tes.

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Gar den of Eden to work it and take 
care of it. 16 And the Lord God com mand ed the man, “You are free to eat from any tree 
in the gar den; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowl edge of good and evil, 
for when you eat from it you will cer tain ly die.” s

18 The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be  alone. I will make a help er 
suit able for him.” t

19 Now the Lord God had  formed out of the  ground all the wild an i mals u and all the 
 birds in the sky. He  brought them to the man to see what he  would name them; and what­
ev er the man  called each liv ing crea ture, v that was its name. 20 So the man gave  names 
to all the live stock, the  birds in the sky and all the wild an i mals.

But for Adam c no suit able help er was  found. 21 So the Lord God  caused the man to fall 
into a deep  sleep; and  while he was sleep ing, he took one of the  man’s ribs d and then 
 closed up the  place with  flesh. 22 Then the Lord God made a wom an from the rib e w he 
had tak en out of the man, and he  brought her to the man.

23 The man said,

  “This is now bone of my bones
  and flesh of my flesh; x
  she shall be called ‘woman,’
  for she was taken out of man.”
24 That is why a man  leaves his fa ther and moth er and is unit ed y to his wife, and they 
be come one flesh. z

25 Adam and his wife were both na ked, a and they felt no shame.

The Fall

3 Now the ser pent b was more  crafty than any of the wild an i mals the Lord God had 
made. He said to the wom an, “Did God real ly say, ‘You must not eat from any tree 

in the gar den’?”

2:9, 16-17 Were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil real trees? Yes, but two different views of their significance are 
often expressed: (1) The trees were real but symbolic. Eternal life with 
God was pictured as eating from the tree of life. (2) The trees were real 
and possessed special properties. By eating the fruit from the tree of 
life, Adam and Eve could have had eternal life, enjoying a permanent 
relationship with God as his children.

In either case, Adam and Eve’s sin separated them from the tree of life 
and thus kept them from obtaining eternal life. Interestingly, the tree of 
life again appears in Revelation 22 in a description of people enjoying 
eternal life with God.

2:15-17 God gave Adam responsibility for the Garden and told him 
not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Rather than 
physically preventing him from eating from the tree, God gave Adam a 
choice, and thus the possibility of choosing wrongly. God still gives us 
choices, and we, too, often choose wrongly. These wrong choices may 
cause us pain, but they can help us learn and grow and make better 
choices in the future. Living with the consequences of our choices teaches 
us to think and choose more carefully.

2:16-17 Why would God place a tree in the Garden and then forbid 
Adam to eat from it? God wanted Adam to obey him, but God gave Adam 

the freedom to choose. Without this freedom, Adam would have been 
like a prisoner, and his obedience would have been hollow. The two trees 
provided an exercise in choice, with rewards for choosing to obey and 
sad consequences for choosing to disobey. When you are faced with a 
choice between right and wrong, remember that God is giving you an 
opportunity to obey him.

2:18-24 God’s creative work was not complete until he made woman. 
He could have made her from the dust of the ground, as he had made 
man. God chose, however, to make her from the man’s flesh and bone. In 
so doing, he illustrated for us that in marriage man and woman symboli-
cally become one flesh. This is a mystical union of the couple’s hearts and 
lives. Throughout the Bible, God treats this special partnership seriously. 
If you are married or planning to be married, are you willing to keep the 
commitment that makes the two of you one? The goal in marriage should 
be more than friendship; it should be oneness.

2:21-23 God forms and equips men and women for various tasks, but all 
these tasks lead to the same goal—honoring God. Man gives life to woman; 
woman gives life to the world. Each role carries exclusive privileges; there 
is no room for thinking that one gender is superior to the other.

2:24 God gave marriage as a gift to Adam and Eve. They were created 
perfect for each other. Marriage was not just for convenience, nor was 

a 12 Or good; pearls    b 13 Possibly southeast Mesopotamia    c 20 Or the man    d 21 Or took part of the 
man’s side    e 22 Or part    

A Christian Worker’s Resource

THIS SECTION INCLUDES

HOW TO BECOME A CHRISTIAN • PG 0000

HOW TO FOLLOW UP WITH A NEW BELIEVER • PG 0000

MINING THE TREASURES OF THE LIFE APPLICATION STUDY BIBLE • PG 0000

SO YOU’VE BEEN ASKED TO SPEAK . . . • PG 0000

TAKING THE STEP TO APPLICATION • PG 0000

HOW TO BECOME A CHRISTIAN

As a believer, you will have the opportunity to talk to others about your faith. At times you will find 
people who want to know how to become a Christian. Here is a guide you can use to help a person un-
derstand what it means to begin a relationship with Christ.

FACT: You were created by a loving God. You have great value. God loves you and wants to have a per-
sonal relationship with you.

SETUP: Explain to the person that the world tells us that we are accidents of nature—we began as ooze 
in a pond, evolved into apes, and finally turned into humans. We live and then we die, so we should 
grab for all we can get in this life—after all, that’s the only way to find fulfillment. In contrast, the Bible 
tells us that we are not accidents. We were created by a loving God who knew about us before we were 
born. We are here for a purpose, and we can find ultimate fulfillment by finding a relationship with him.

Read the following verses and make the following points:

God created you.

Psalm 139:13-16. You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in 
my mother’s womb. Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex! Your workmanship is 
 marvelous—how well I know it. You watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion, as 
I was woven together in the dark of the womb. You saw me before I was born. Every day of my 
life was recorded in your book. Every moment was laid out before a single day had passed.
God knew you before you were born—even while you were in your mother’s womb. He knows 
all about your family and your life until now. (Be sensitive that some people have had difficult 
 circumstances in their lives. Explain that God has not been absent but has been drawing this per-
son to himself.) He wants to give you a brand-new start and a new way of living. He can do that 
when you give him your life. Why would you do that? Because . . .

God wants to have a personal relationship with you.

John 17:3. “And this is the way to have eternal life—to know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, the one you sent to earth.”
God is not some impersonal “force,” an unspeaking or unseeing idol, or merely another name 
for your own self-esteem. Instead, God is a person, your creator, who created you to be in a rela-
tionship with him. Why? Because . . .

God loves you.

John 3:16. “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.”
You can turn your life over to God’s control because he loves you and wants the best for you. 
In fact, he loves you so much that he gave his Son, Jesus, to die on the cross for you. I’ll explain 
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Bible” gives you a taste of the scope of the study notes by offering often-
asked questions in 25 categories (that you probably have been or will be 
asked from time to time) and sends you to Life Application notes that 
help to answer those questions. (4) “So You’ve Been Asked to Speak . . .” 
walks you through the process of preparing a talk or Bible study using 
the many features of the Life Application Study Bible. (5) Finally, “Taking 
the Step to Application” teaches you how to make application a natural 
part of your personal study as well as a part of Bible studies you lead or 
talks you give.

MASTER INDEX  see page 2981

This Bible contains a complete index to all the notes, charts, maps, and 
personality profiles. With its emphasis on application, it is helpful for 
group Bible study, sermon preparation, teaching, and personal study. 
There are also indexes for charts (listed canonically), maps (listed ca-
nonically), and personality profiles (listed alphabetically).

DICTIONARY/CONCORDANCE  see page 3109

A concise dictionary/concordance identifies terms of special interest and 
lists some of the most relevant occurrences in context.
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a friend who sticks closer than a b. . . . Prv 
18:24

remove the speck from your b’s eye. . . . Mt 7:5
If your b or sister sins, go and point . . . 

Mt 18:15
Whoever does God’s will is my b . . . Mk 3:35
If your b sins against you, rebuke them; . . . 

Lk 17:3
or obstacle in the way of a brother. . . . Rom 

14:13
anything else that will cause your b . . . Rom 

14:21
if what I eat causes my b or sister . . . 1 Cor 8:13
but better than a slave, as a dear b. . . . Phlm 

1:16
Suppose a b or sister is . . . Jas 2:15
Anyone who speaks against a b . . . Jas 4:11
hates a b or sister is still in the darkness. . . . 

1 Jn 2:9
is anyone who does not love their b. . . . 

1 Jn 3:10
who hates a b or sister is a murderer, . . . 

1 Jn 3:15
For whoever does not love their b . . . 1 Jn 4:20
If you see any b or sister . . . 1 Jn 5:16

BUILD(S), BUILT  to erect, construct
Are you the one to b me a house . . . 2 Sm 7:5
he began to b the temple . . . 1 Kgs 6:1
So Solomon b the temple . . . 1 Kgs 6:14
unless the LORD b the house, . . . Ps 127:1
The wise woman b her house, . . . Prv 14:1
a time to tear down and a time to b, . . . Eccl 

3:3
is like a wise man who b his house . . . Mt 7:24
and on this rock I will b my church, . . . 

Mt 16:18
is like a man who b a house . . . Lk 6:49
does not live in temples b by human hands. . . . 

Acts 17:24
which can b you up and give you . . . Acts 

20:32
neighbor for their good, to b them up. . . . 

Rom 15:2
If what he has b survives, the builder . . . 

1 Cor 3:14
one should b with care. . . . 1 Cor 3:10
knowledge puffs up while love b up. . . . 

1 Cor 8:1
excel in those that b up the church. . . . 1 Cor 

14:12
in heaven, not b by human hands. . . . 2 Cor 5:1
b on the foundation of the apostles . . . Eph 

2:20
the body of Christ may be b up . . . Eph 4:12
grows and b itself up in love, . . . Eph 4:16
live in him, rooted and b up in him, . . . Col 2:7
one another and b each other up, . . . 1 Thes 

5:11
are being b into a spiritual house . . . 1 Pt 2:5
b yourselves up in your most holy . . . Jude 

1:20

BUILDER(S)  a person who erects or 
constructs
The stone the b rejected . . . Ps 118:22
The stone the b rejected . . . Mt 21:42
The stone the b rejected . . . Mk 12:10
The stone the b rejected . . . Lk 20:17
the stone you b rejected, . . . Acts 4:11
I laid a foundation as a wise b, . . . 1 Cor 3:10
the b of a house has greater honor . . . Heb 3:3
God is the b of everything. . . . Heb 3:4

whose architect and b is God. . . . Heb 11:10
The stone the b rejected . . . 1 Pt 2:7

BUILDING  walled structure built for 
permanent use; figurative, of the church
you are God’s field, God’s b. . . . 1 Cor 3:9
we have a b from God, an eternal . . . 2 Cor 5:1
him the whole b is joined together . . . Eph 2:21

BURDEN(S)  that which is borne, physically 
or spiritually
like a b too heavy to bear. . . . Ps 38:4
who daily bears our b. . . . Ps 68:19
What a heavy b God has laid . . . Eccl 1:13
my yoke is easy and my b is light. . . . Mt 11:30
down with b they can hardly carry, . . . Lk 11:46
to us not to b you with anything . . . Acts 15:28
from being a b to you in any way, . . . 2 Cor 11:9
and I will not be a b to you, . . . 2 Cor 12:14
Carry each other’s b, . . . Gal 6:2
day in order not to be a b to anyone . . . 

1 Thes 2:9
so that we would not be a b to any . . . 2 Thes 

3:8
not a b, for that would be . . . Heb 13:17

BURDENED  bearing a heavy load, physically 
or spiritually
have not b you with grain offerings . . . Is 43:23
But you have b me with your sins . . . Is 43:24
How have I b you? Answer me. . . . Mi 6:3
all you who are weary and b, . . . Mt 11:28
are in this tent, we groan and are b, . . . 2 Cor 

5:4
do not let yourselves be b again . . . Gal 5:1
not let the church be b with them, . . . 1 Tm 

5:16

BURIED, BURY  interred with funeral 
ceremonies; figurative, of self-denial and 
submission to Christ
I will die, and there I will be b. . . . Ru 1:17
and let the dead b their own dead. . . . Mt 8:22
Let the dead b their own dead, . . . Lk 9:60
b with him through baptism . . . Rom 6:4
that he was b, that he was raised . . . 1 Cor 15:4
having been b with him in baptism . . . Col 2:12

BURN(ED)(ING), BURNT  consume by 
fire; as sacrifices (burnt offerings); with 
destructiveness; for purification; in hell; as a 
martyr; with passion
he sacrificed b offerings on it. . . . Gn 8:20
as a b offering on a . . . Gn 22:2
and b offerings to present . . . Ex 10:25
brought a b offering and other . . . Ex 18:12
so that the lamps may be kept b. . . . Ex 27:20
Place the altar of b offering in front . . . Ex 40:6
If the offering is a b offering . . . Lv 1:3
the fire must be kept b on the altar. . . . Lv 6:9
and b their idols in the fire. . . . Dt 7:5
offered to the LORD b offerings . . . Jos 8:31
offer the second bull as a b offering . . . Jgs 

6:26
But if you prepare a b offering, . . . Jgs 13:16
offered a thousand b offerings . . . 1 Kgs 3:4
year Solomon sacrificed b offerings . . . 1 Kgs 

9:25
and the b offerings he made . . . 1 Kgs 10:5
Israel to sacrifice b offerings on it, . . . Ezr 3:2
You, LORD, keep my lamp b; . . . Ps 18:28
long will your jealousy b like fire? . . . Ps 79:5
you will heap b coals on his head, . . . Prv 25:22

for sacrificing b offerings . . . Ezk 43:18
you will heap b coals on his head. . . . Rom 

12:20
to marry than to b with passion. . . . 1 Cor 7:9
alive into the fiery lake of b sulfur. . . . Rv 19:20

C
CALL(ED)(ING)(S)  to make a request or 
demand; to designate or name; a divine 
summons; an occupation of vocation
she shall be c ‘woman,’ . . . Gn 2:23
c on the name of the LORD. . . . Gn 12:8
there he c on the name . . . Gn 21:33
c on the name of the LORD. . . . Gn 26:25
“Here I am; you c me.” . . . 1 Sm 3:5
I will c on the name of the LORD. . . . 1 Kgs 

18:24
c on the name of the LORD his . . . 2 Kgs 5:11
if my people, who are c . . . 2 Chr 7:14
This poor man c, and the LORD . . . Ps 34:6
Then I c on the name of the LORD . . . Ps 116:4
c on the name of the LORD. . . . Ps 116:13
near to all who c on him, . . . Ps 145:18
and c them each by name. . . . Ps 147:4
children arise and c her blessed; . . . Prv 31:28
Woe to those who c evil good . . . Is 5:20
A voice of one c: . . . Is 40:3
c on him while he is near. . . . Is 55:6
for my house will be c . . . Is 56:7
Before they c I will answer; . . . Is 65:24
C to me and I will answer you . . . Jer 33:3
that all of them may c on the name . . . Zep 3:9
They will c on my name . . . Zec 13:9
come to c the righteous, . . . Mt 9:13
I have not come to c the righteous, . . . Mk 2:17
Cheer up! On your feet! He’s c you . . . 

Mk 10:49
I have not come to c the righteous, . . . Lk 5:32
He c his own sheep by name . . . Jn 10:3
all whom the Lord our God will c. . . . Acts 2:39
to arrest all who c on your name. . . . Acts 9:14
among those who c on this name? . . . Acts 

9:21
c to be an apostle and set apart . . . Rom 1:1
Gentiles who are c to belong . . . Rom 1:6
loved by God and c to be his: . . . Rom 1:7
who have been c according . . . Rom 8:28
And those he predestined, he also c . . . Rom 

8:30
and richly blesses all who c on him, . . . Rom 

10:12
gifts and his c are irrevocable. . . . Rom 11:29
c to be an apostle of Christ Jesus . . . 1 Cor 1:1
in Christ Jesus and c to be his holy . . . 1 Cor 

1:2
but to those whom God has c, . . . 1 Cor 1:24
of what you were when you were c. . . . 1 Cor 

1:26
God has c us to live in peace. . . . 1 Cor 7:15
and just as God has c him. . . . 1 Cor 7:17
deserting the one who c you . . . Gal 1:6
mother’s womb and c me by his grace, . . . 

Gal 1:15
You, my brothers and sisters, were c to be 

free . . . Gal 5:13
the hope to which he has c you, . . . Eph 1:18
worthy of the c you have received. . . . Eph 4:1
as you were c to one hope . . . Eph 4:4
of one body you were c to peace. . . . Col 3:15
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Timeline

Creation Noah  
undated

Abram
born
2166 BC
(2000 BC)

Abram
enters
Canaan
2091
(1925)

Isaac
born
2066
(1900)

Jacob
& Esau
born
2006
(1840)

Jacob
flees to
Harran
1929
(1764)

Joseph
born
1915
(1750)

Joseph
sold into
slavery
1898
(1733)

Joseph
rules
Egypt
1885
(1720)

Joseph
dies
1805
(1640)

Genesis
BEGIN . .  . start . . . commence . . . open. . . . 

There’s something refreshing and optimistic 
about these words, whether they refer to 
the dawn of a new day, the birth of a child, 
the start of a symphony, or the first miles of 

a family vacation. Full of promise, beginnings 
stir hope and encourage imaginative visions of 

the future. Genesis means “beginnings” or “origin,” and it 
unfolds the record of the beginning of the world, of human 
history, of family, of civilization, of salvation. It is the story 
of God’s purpose and plan for his creation. As the book of 
beginnings, Genesis sets the stage for the entire Bible. It 
reveals the person and nature of God (Creator, Sustainer, 
Judge, Redeemer); the value and dignity of human beings 
(made in God’s image, saved by grace, used by God in 
the world); the tragedy and consequences of sin (the Fall, 
separation from God, judgment); and the promise and 
assurance of salvation (covenant, forgiveness, the promised 
Messiah).

God. That’s where Genesis begins. All at once we see him 
creating the universe in a majestic display of power and pur-
pose, culminating with a man and woman made to be like 
him (1:26-27). But before long, sin entered the world, and 
Satan was unmasked. Bathed in innocence, creation was 
shattered by the Fall (the willful disobedience of Adam and 
Eve). Fellowship with God was broken, and evil began weav-
ing its destructive web. In rapid succession, we read how 
Adam and Eve were expelled from the beautiful Garden, 
their first son turned murderer, and evil bred evil until God 
finally destroyed everyone on earth except the small family 
of Noah, the only godly person left.

As we come to Abraham on the plains of Canaan, we 
discover the beginning of God’s covenant people and the 
broad strokes of his salvation plan: Salvation comes by faith, 
Abraham’s descendants will be God’s people, and the Savior 
of the world will come through this chosen nation. The sto-
ries of Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph that follow are more than 
interesting biographies. They emphasize the promises of 
God and the proof that he is faithful. The men and women 
we meet in Genesis are simple, ordinary people, yet through 

Vital Statistics
P U R P O S E :

To record God’s creation of the 
world and his desire to have a 
people set apart to worship him

A U T H O R :

Moses

O R I G I N A L  A U D I E N C E :

The people of Israel

D A T E  W R I T T E N :

1450–1410 BC

W H E R E  W R I T T E N :

In the wilderness during Israel’s 
wanderings

S E T T I N G :

The region presently known as 
the Middle East

K E Y  V E R S E S :

“So God created mankind in 
his own image, in the image of 
God he created them; male and 
female he created them.” (1:27)
“I will make you into a great 
nation, and I will bless you; I 
will make your name great, 
and you will be a blessing. I will 
bless those who bless you, and 
whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you.” (12:2-3)

K E Y  P E O P L E :

Adam, Eve, Noah, Abraham, 
Sarah, Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob, 
Joseph
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them, God launched his eternal plan. These are vivid pictures of how God can and does use 
all kinds of people to accomplish his good purposes—even people like you.

Read Genesis and be encouraged. No matter how dark the world situation seems, God 
has a plan. No matter how insignificant or useless you feel, God loves you and wants to 
use you in his plan. No matter how sinful and separated from God you are, his salvation is 
available. Read Genesis . . . and find hope!

The Blueprint
A.	 THE STORY OF CREATION (1:1–2:3) God created the sky, seas, and land. He created the plants, animals, 

fish, and birds. But he created human beings in his own image. 
Because of this, we can all be certain of our dignity and worth, re-
gardless of how we are treated, and we should do our best to treat 
everyone respectfully.

B.	 THE STORY OF ADAM (2:4–5:32)
1. Adam and Eve
2. Cain and Abel
3. Adam’s descendants

When Adam and Eve were created by God, they were without sin. But 
they became sinful when they disobeyed God and ate some fruit from 
the tree. Through Adam and Eve we learn about the destructive power 
of sin and its bitter consequences.

C.	 THE STORY OF NOAH (6:1–11:32)
1. The Flood
2. Repopulating the earth
3. The tower of Babel

Noah was spared from the destruction of the Flood because he 
obeyed God and built a large boat. Just as God protected Noah and 
his family, he still protects those who are faithful to him today.

D.	 THE STORY OF ABRAHAM (12:1–25:18)
1. God promises a nation to Abram
2. Abram and Lot
3. God promises a son to Abram
4. Sodom and Gomorrah
5. Birth and near sacrifice of Isaac
6. Isaac and Rebekah
7. Abraham dies

Abraham was asked to leave his country, wander in Canaan, wait 
years for a son, and then sacrifice his son as a burnt offering. Through 
these periods of sharp testing, Abraham remained faithful to God. His 
example teaches us what it means to live a life of faith.

E.	 THE STORY OF ISAAC (25:19–28:9)
1. Jacob and Esau
2. Isaac and Abimelek
3. Jacob gets Isaac’s blessing

Isaac did not demand his own way. He did not resist when he was 
about to be sacrificed, and he gladly accepted a wife chosen for 
him by others. Like Isaac, we must learn to put God’s will ahead 
of our own.

F.	 THE STORY OF JACOB (28:10–36:43)
1. Jacob starts a family
2. Jacob returns home

Jacob did not give up easily. He faithfully served Laban for over 
14 years. Later, he wrestled with God. Although Jacob made many 
mistakes, his hard work teaches us about living a life of service for 
our Lord.

G.	 THE STORY OF JOSEPH (37:1–50:26)
1. Joseph is sold into slavery
2. Judah and Tamar
3. Joseph is thrown into prison
4. Joseph is placed in charge of Egypt
5. Joseph and his brothers meet in Egypt
6. Jacob’s family moves to Egypt
7. Jacob and Joseph die in Egypt

Joseph was sold into slavery by his jealous brothers and unjustly 
thrown into prison by his master. Through the life of Joseph, we learn 
that suffering, no matter how unfair, can develop strong character 
in us.
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•	 Garden of Eden  God placed Adam and Eve in the Garden 
of Eden when he made them in his image. The Bible doesn’t 
tell us exactly where Eden was located, except for a few 
clues that are difficult to decipher in Genesis 2:10-14.

•	 Mountains of Ararat  After the great Flood, Noah’s ark 
came to rest on the mountains of Ararat, in modern-day 
Turkey (8:4). From here his sons and their descendants 
spread out to build new nations.

•	 Babel  The tower of Babel was built in the fertile area 
between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, within the region 
of modern-day Iraq (11:2).

•	 Ur of the Chaldeans  Abram, a descendant of Shem and 
father of the Hebrew nation, was born in this great city 
(11:27-28).

•	 Harran  Terah, Abram, Sarai, and Lot left Ur and, following 
the fertile crescent of the Euphrates River, headed toward 
the land of Canaan. Along the way, they settled in the village 
of Harran for a while (11:31).

•	 Shechem  God urged Abram to leave Harran and go to a 
place where he would become the father of a great na-
tion (12:1-2). So Abram, Sarai, and Lot traveled to the land 
of Canaan and settled near a city called Shechem (12:6).

•	 Hebron  Abraham moved on to Hebron, where he put 
down his deepest roots (13:18). Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
all lived and were buried here.

•	 Beersheba  The well at Beersheba was a source of conflict 
between Abraham and King Abimelek and later became 
a sign of the oath that they swore here (21:31). Years later, 
as Isaac was moving from place to place, God appeared 
to him here and passed on to him the covenant he had 
made with his father, Abraham (26:23-25).

•	 Bethel  After deceiving his father, Jacob left Beersheba 
and fled to Harran. Along the way, God revealed himself 
to Jacob in a dream and passed on the covenant he had 
made with Abraham and Isaac (28:10-22). Jacob lived in 
Harran, worked for Laban, and married Leah and Rachel 
(29:15-30). After a tense meeting with his brother, Esau, 
Jacob returned to Bethel (35:1).

•	 Egypt  Jacob had 12 sons, including Joseph, Jacob’s 
favorite. Joseph’s ten older brothers grew jealous, and 
then one day the brothers sold him to Ishmaelite traders 
going to Egypt. Eventually, Joseph rose from Egyptian slave 
to Pharaoh’s right-hand man, saving Egypt from famine. 
Jacob’s entire family moved from Canaan to Egypt and 
settled here (46:3-7).

Key Places in Genesis

Modern names and boundaries are shown in gray.

Megathemes
T H E M E E X P L A N A T I O N
Beginnings Genesis explains the beginnings of many important realities: the universe, the earth, people, sin, 

and God’s plan of salvation. Genesis teaches us that the earth is well made and good; people 
are special to God and unique; God creates and sustains all life; and God responds to sin both by 
bringing just judgment and by mercifully providing a way of salvation.

Disobedience People are always facing choices. Disobedience occurs when they choose not to follow God’s 
plan of living. Genesis explains that people have been choosing to do wrong ever since Adam and 
Eve. Even great Bible heroes failed God and disobeyed.
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A. THE STORY OF CREATION (1:1–2:3)
We sometimes wonder how our world came to be. But here we find the answer. God cre-
ated the earth and everything in it and made humans like himself. Although we may not 
understand the complexity of just how he did it, it is clear that God did create all life. This 
shows not only God’s authority over humanity but also his deep love for all people.

The Beginning

1 		 In the beginning a God created the heavens and the earth. b 2 Now the 
earth was formless and empty, c darkness was over the surface of the 
deep, and the Spirit of God d was hovering over the waters.

1:1-31  The simple statement that God created the heav-
ens and the earth is one of the most challenging concepts 
confronting the modern mind. The vast galaxy we live in 
is spinning at the incredible speed of about 490,000 miles 
an hour. But even at this breakneck speed, our galaxy still 
needs over 200 million years to make one rotation. And 
there are at least one trillion other galaxies in the universe.

It has been said that the number of stars in the universe 
is more than all the grains of sand on all the beaches of the 
world. Yet this complex sea of spinning stars functions with 
remarkable order and efficiency. To say that the universe “just 
happened” or “evolved” requires more faith than to believe 
that God is behind these amazing statistics. God truly did 
create a wonderful universe, and he is worthy of our praise.

God did not need to create the universe; he chose to cre-
ate it. Why? God is love, and love is best expressed toward 
something or someone else—so God created the world and 
people as an expression of his love. We should avoid reduc-
ing God’s creation to merely scientific terms. Remember 
that God created the universe because he loves us.
1:1-31  The Creation story teaches us much about God 
and ourselves. First, we learn about God: (1) He is creative; 
(2) as the Creator, he is distinct from his creation; (3) he is 
eternal and in control of the world. We also learn about 
ourselves: (1) Since God chose to create us, we are valuable 
in his eyes; (2) we have an important role in the created 
order that includes ruling over other living things.
1:1-31  Just how did God create the earth? Even among 
believers, this is an ongoing subject of debate. Some be-
lieve God created it in seven, 24-hour days. Others believe 
it happened over millions of years under God’s direction. 

Almost every ancient religion has its own story to explain 
how the earth came to be. And some scientists try to attri-
bute our origins to natural causes alone. The Bible doesn’t 
tell us how it all happened, but it does show us one su-
preme God creating the earth out of his great love and 
giving all people a special place in it. We may never know 
all the answers to how God created the earth, but we know 
from Scripture that God did create it. That fact alone gives 
worth and dignity to each of us.
1:2  Who created God? To ask that question is to assume 
there was another creator before God, and who would have 
created that being? Eventually we are forced to stop asking 
that question and realize that there has to be something 
that has always existed. God is the infinite Being who has 
always been and who was created by no one. This is difficult 
to understand because finite minds cannot comprehend 
the infinite. (For example, we can try to think of the highest 
number, but we can’t do it.) We must not limit the infinite 
God by our finite understanding.
1:2  The statement “the earth was formless and empty” 
provides the setting for the Creation narrative that follows. 
During the second and third days of Creation, God gave 
form to the universe; during the next three days, God filled 
the earth with living things. The darkness was dispelled on 
the first day, when God created light.
1:2  The image of the Spirit of God hovering over the wa-
ters brings to mind a mother bird caring for and protecting 
her young (see Deuteronomy 32:11-12; Isaiah 31:5). God’s 
Spirit was actively involved in the creation of the world. 
God’s care for and protection of us are still active through 
the Holy Spirit today.

1:1
a Jn 1:1-2
b Job 38:4; 
Ps 90:2; Isa 42:5; 
44:24; 45:12, 18; 
Ac 17:24; 
Heb 11:3; Rev 4:11
1:2
c Jer 4:23
d Ps 104:30

Sin When people choose to disobey God’s plan for living, they are choosing to sin. And sin ruins 
people’s lives. Genesis shows that living God’s way makes life fulfilling.

Promises God has promised to help and protect his people. This kind of promise is called a covenant. God 
kept his promises then, and he keeps them now. He promises to love us, accept us, forgive us.

Obedience The opposite of sin is obedience. God uses sinful people in his plan, but the only way to enjoy the 
full benefits of God’s promises is to turn from sin and obey him.

Israel God started the nation of Israel in order to have a dedicated people who would (1) keep his ways 
alive in the world, (2) proclaim to the world what he is really like, and (3) prepare the world for the 
birth of his Son, Jesus. God is looking for people today to follow him. We are to proclaim God’s 
truth and love to all nations, not just our own. We must be faithful to carry out the mission God 
has given us.

page 5  •   G enesis       ﻿1 :2

LASB_NIV_LP_full_interior.indb   5 9/18/2019   2:33:14 PM



	 3	And God said, e “Let there be light,” and there was light. f 4 God saw that 
the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God 
called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” g And there 
was evening, and there was morning — ​the first day.

	 6	And God said, “Let there be a vault h between the waters to separate water 
from water.” 7 So God made the vault and separated the water under 
the vault from the water above it. i And it was so. 8 God called the vault 
“sky.” And there was evening, and there was morning — ​the second 
day.

	 9	And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, j 
and let dry ground appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry ground 
“land,” and the gathered waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it 
was good.

				   11 Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: k seed-bearing 
plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according 
to their various kinds.” And it was so. 12 The land produced vegetation: 
plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit 
with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 
13 And there was evening, and there was morning — ​the third day.

	14	And God said, “Let there be lights l in the vault of the sky to separate 
the day from the night, and let them serve as signs m to mark sacred 
times, n and days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the vault of the 
sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made two great 

1:3–2:7  How long did it take God to create the world? 
There are two basic views about the days of Creation: (1) Each 
day was a literal 24-hour period; (2) each day represents an 
indefinite period of time (even millions of years).

The Bible does not say how long these days were. The 
real question, however, is not how long God took, but 
how he did it. God created the earth in an orderly fashion 
(for example, he did not make plants before light), and 
he created men and women as unique beings capable of 

communication with him. No other part of our created 
order can claim that remarkable privilege. The important 
thing is not how long it took God to create the world, 
whether a few days or a few billion years, but that he cre-
ated it just the way he wanted it.
1:6  The “vault between the waters” was a separation be-
tween the sea and the mists of the skies.

1:3
e Ps 33:6, 9; 148:5; 
Heb 11:3
f 2Co 4:6*
1:5
g Ps 74:16

1:6
h Jer 10:12
1:7
i Job 38:8-11, 16; 
Ps 148:4

1:9
j Job 38:8-11; 
Ps 104:6-9; 
Pr 8:29; Jer 5:22; 
2Pe 3:5

1:11
k Ps 65:9-13; 
104:14

1:14
l Ps 74:16
m Jer 10:2
n Ps 104:19

THE BIBLE does not discuss the subject of evolution. Rather, its worldview assumes 
God created the world. The biblical view of creation is not in conflict with science; 
rather, it is in conflict with any worldview that starts without a creator.

Equally committed and sincere Christians have struggled with the subject of be-
ginnings and come to differing conclusions. This, of course, is to be expected be-
cause the evidence is very old and, due to the ravages of the ages, quite fragmented. 
Regardless of what position we take, we should avoid polarizations and black-and-
white thinking. We must also be careful not to make either the Bible or science say 
what it doesn’t say.

The most important aspect of the continuing discussion is not the process of cre-
ation but the origin of creation. The world is not a product of blind chance and prob-
ability; God created it.

The Bible not only tells us that the world was created by God; more importantly, 
it tells us who this God is. It reveals God’s personality, his character, and his plan for 
his creation. It also reveals God’s deepest desire: to relate to and fellowship with the 
people he created. God took the ultimate step toward fellowship with us through his 
historic visit to this planet in the person of his Son, Jesus Christ. We can know in a 
very personal way this God who created the universe. As we open his Word and start 
getting to know him, we begin the most exciting and fulfilling journey imaginable.

BEGINNINGS
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lights — ​the greater light to govern o the day and the lesser light to gov
ern p the night. He also made the stars. q 17 God set them in the vault of 
the sky to give light on the earth, 18 to govern the day and the night, r 
and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. 
19 And there was evening, and there was morning — ​the fourth day.

	20	And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly 
above the earth across the vault of the sky.” 21 So God created the great 
creatures of the sea and every living thing with which the water teems 
and that moves about in it, s according to their kinds, and every winged 
bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed 
them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water 
in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.” t 23 And there was 
evening, and there was morning — ​the fifth day.

	24	And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their 
kinds: the livestock, the creatures that move along the ground, and the 
wild animals, each according to its kind.” And it was so. 25 God made 
the wild animals u according to their kinds, the livestock according to 
their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according 
to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.

				   26 Then God said, “Let us v make mankind in our image, w in our like
ness, so that they may rule x over the fish in the sea and the birds in 

1:25  God saw that his work was good. People sometimes 
feel guilty for feeling good about an accomplishment. This 
need not be so. Just as God felt good about his work, we 
can be pleased with our work when it is well done. How-
ever, we should not feel good about our work if God would 
not be pleased with it. What are you doing that pleases 
both you and God?
1:26  Why does God use the plural form—“Let us make 
mankind in our image” (emphasis added)? One view is 
that this is a reference to the Trinity—God the Father, Jesus 
Christ his Son, and the Holy Spirit, all of whom are God. 
Another view is that the plural wording is used to denote 
majesty; kings have traditionally used the plural form in 
speaking of themselves. The grammar doesn’t decide the 
matter for us, but in either case it is God who created hu-
mans in his image, and God has revealed himself to us as 
a Trinity clearly through the whole of Scripture. From Job 
33:4 and Psalm 104:30, we do know that God’s Spirit was 

present in the Creation. From Colossians 1:16, we know that 
Christ, God’s Son, was at work in the Creation.
1:26  In what ways are we made in God’s image? God ob-
viously did not create us exactly like himself because God 
has no physical body. Instead, we are reflections of God’s 
glory and character. Some feel that our reason, creativity, 
moral capacity, speech, or self-determination is the image 
of God. More likely, “the image of God” describes our entire 
self, not just one part of us. We will never be totally like 
God because he is our supreme creator. But we do have 
the ability to reflect his character in our love, patience, 
forgiveness, kindness, and faithfulness.

Knowing that we are made in God’s image and thus share 
many of his characteristics provides a solid basis for self-
worth. Human worth is not based on possessions, achieve-
ments, physical attractiveness, or public acclaim. Instead, 
it is based on being made in God’s image, which gives us 
an unshakeable reason to feel positive about ourselves. 

1:16
o Ps 136:8
p Ps 136:9
q Job 38:7, 31-32; 
Ps 8:3; Isa 40:26
1:18
r Jer 33:20, 25

1:21
s Ps 104:25‑26

1:22
t ver 28; Ge 8:17

1:25
u Jer 27:5

1:26
v Ps 100:3
w Ge 9:6; Jas 3:9
x Ps 8:6‑8

First Day. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Light (so there was light and darkness)
Second Day. . . . . . . . . . . .            Sky and water (waters separated)
Third Day. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Land and seas (waters gathered); vegetation
Fourth Day. . . . . . . . . . . . .             Sun, moon, and stars (to govern the day and the night and 

to mark seasons, days, and years)
Fifth Day. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Fish and birds (to fill the waters and the sky)
Sixth Day. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Animals (to fill the earth) 

Man and woman (to care for the earth and to commune 
with God) 
God considered all he had made to be very good

Seventh Day. . . . . . . . . . .           God rested and blessed the seventh day

DAYS OF 
CREATION
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the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, a and over all the 
creatures that move along the ground.”

	 27	So God created mankind in his own image, y
		  in the image of God he created them;
		  male and female z he created them.
				   28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in 

number; fill the earth a and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and 
the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the 
ground.”

				   29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face 
of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They 
will be yours for food. b 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all the 
birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground — ​ev
erything that has the breath of life in it — ​I give every green plant for 
food. c” And it was so.

				   31 God saw all that he had made, d and it was very good. e And there 
was evening, and there was morning — ​the sixth day.

2 		 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.

	 2	By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on 
the seventh day he rested from all his work. f 3 Then God blessed the 
seventh day and made it holy, g because on it he rested from all the 
work of creating that he had done.

B. THE STORY OF ADAM (2:4–5:32)
Learning about our ancestors often helps us understand ourselves. Adam and Eve, our first 
ancestors, were the highlight of God’s creation—the very reason God made the world. But 
they didn’t always live the way God intended. Through their mistakes, we can learn impor-
tant lessons about the way God wants us to live. Adam and Eve teach us much about the 
nature of sin and its consequences.

1. Adam and Eve
4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, 

when the Lord God made the earth and the heavens.

Criticizing or downgrading ourselves is criticizing what God 
has made and the abilities he has given us. Knowing that 
you are a person of worth helps you love God, know him 
personally, and treat others as his image bearers.
1:27  God made both man and woman in his image. Nei-
ther one is made more in the image of God than the other. 
From the beginning the Bible places both man and woman 
at the pinnacle of God’s creation. Neither gender is exalted 
over the other, and neither is depreciated. Our identity is 
given to us by God. It is not defined by culture, experience, 
or environment; he has the prior claim to us. Thus he is Lord 
of our gender and sexuality.
1:28  To rule over something is to have absolute authority 
and control over it. God has ultimate rule over the earth, 

and he exercises his authority with loving care. When God 
delegated some of his authority to the human race, he 
expected us to take responsibility for the environment and 
the other creatures that share our planet. We must not be 
careless and wasteful as we fulfill this charge. God was 
careful and creative when he made this earth. We must also 
be careful and creative in our stewardship of it.
1:31  God saw that all he had created was very good. You 
are part of God’s creation, and he is pleased with how he 
made you. If at times you feel worthless or of little value, 
remember that God made you for a good reason. You are 
valuable to him.
2:2-3  We live in an action-oriented world. There always 
seems to be something to do and no time to rest. Yet God 

1:27
y 1Co 11:7
z Ge 5:2; Mt 19:4*; 
Mk 10:6*

1:28
a Ge 9:1, 7; Lev 26:9

1:29
b Ps 104:14

1:30
c Ps 104:14, 27; 
145:15

1:31
d Ps 104:24
e 1Ti 4:4

2:2
f Ex 20:11; 31:17; 
Heb 4:4*
2:3
g Lev 23:3; 
Isa 58:13

a 26  Probable reading of the original Hebrew text (see Syriac); Masoretic Text the earth       
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5 Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth a and no plant had yet 
sprung up, h for the Lord God had not sent rain on the earth i and there was 
no one to work the ground, 6 but streams b came up from the earth and wa
tered the whole surface of the ground. 7 Then the Lord God formed a man c 
from the dust j of the ground k and breathed into his nostrils the breath l of 
life, m and the man became a living being. n

8 Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; o and 
there he put the man he had formed. 9 The Lord God made all kinds of trees 
grow out of the ground — ​trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for 
food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life p and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. q

10 A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was sepa
rated into four headwaters. 11 The name of the first is the Pishon; it winds 
through the entire land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12 (The gold of that 
land is good; aromatic resin d and onyx are also there.) 13 The name of the 
second river is the Gihon; it winds through the entire land of Cush. e 14 The 
name of the third river is the Tigris; r it runs along the east side of Ashur. 
And the fourth river is the Euphrates.

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it 
and take care of it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free 
to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.” s

demonstrated that rest is appropriate and right. If God 
himself rested from his work, we should not be surprised 
that we also need rest. Jesus demonstrated this principle 
when he regularly withdrew to the wilderness to pray (see 
Luke 5:16). Our times of rest refresh us for times of service.
2:3  That God blessed the seventh day means that he set it 
apart for holy use. The Ten Commandments emphasize this 
distinction by commanding the observance of the Sabbath 
(Exodus 20:8-11).
2:7  “From the dust of the ground” implies that there is 
nothing fancy about the chemical elements making up our 
bodies. The body is a lifeless shell until God brings it alive 
with his “breath of life.” When God removes his life-giving 
breath, our bodies once again return to dust. Our life and 
worth, therefore, come from God’s Spirit. Many boast of 
their achievements and abilities as though they were the 
originators of their own strengths. Others feel worthless 
because their abilities do not stand out. In reality, our worth 
comes not from our achievements but from the God of 
the universe, who chooses to give us the mysterious and 
miraculous gift of life. As we come to understand this truth, 
we begin to value life as God does.
2:9, 16-17  Were the tree of life and the tree of the knowl-
edge of good and evil real trees? Yes, but two different 
views of their significance are often expressed: (1) The 
trees were real but symbolic. Eternal life with God was 
pictured as eating from the tree of life. (2) The trees were 
real and possessed special properties. By eating the fruit 

from the tree of life, Adam and Eve could have had eternal 
life, enjoying a permanent relationship with God as his 
children.

In either case, Adam and Eve’s sin separated them from 
the tree of life and thus kept them from obtaining eternal 
life. Interestingly, the tree of life again appears in Revelation 
22 in a description of people enjoying eternal life with God.
2:15-17  God gave Adam responsibility for the Garden 
and told him not to eat from the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil. Rather than physically preventing him 
from eating from the tree, God gave Adam a choice, and 
thus the possibility of choosing wrongly. God still gives us 
choices, and we, too, often choose wrongly. These wrong 
choices may cause us pain, but they can help us learn and 
grow and make better choices in the future. Living with 
the consequences of our choices teaches us to think and 
choose more carefully.
2:16-17  Why would God place a tree in the Garden and 
then forbid Adam to eat from it? God wanted Adam to obey 
him, but God gave Adam the freedom to choose. Without 
this freedom, Adam would have been like a prisoner, and 
his obedience would have been hollow. The two trees pro-
vided an exercise in choice, with rewards for choosing to 
obey and sad consequences for choosing to disobey. When 
you are faced with a choice between right and wrong, re-
member that God is giving you an opportunity to obey him.

2:5
h Ge 1:11
i Ps 65:9‑10

2:7
j Ge 3:19
k Ps 103:14
l Job 33:4
m Ac 17:25
n 1Co 15:45*
2:8
o Ge 3:23, 24; 
Isa 51:3
2:9
p Ge 3:22, 24; 
Rev 2:7; 22:2, 14, 19
q Eze 47:12

2:14
r Da 10:4

2:17
s Dt 30:15, 19; 
Ro 5:12; 6:23; 
Jas 1:15 a 5  Or land ; also in verse 6       b 6  Or mist       c 7  The Hebrew for man (adam) sounds like and may be 

related to the Hebrew for ground (adamah) ; it is also the name Adam (see verse 20).       d 12  Or good; 
pearls       e 13  Possibly southeast Mesopotamia       
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18 The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make 
a helper suitable for him.” t

19 Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals u 
and all the birds in the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he 
would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, v that 
was its name. 20 So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds in the 
sky and all the wild animals.

But for Adam a no suitable helper was found. 21 So the Lord God caused 
the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one 
of the man’s ribs b and then closed up the place with flesh. 22 Then the Lord 
God made a woman from the rib c w he had taken out of the man, and he 
brought her to the man.

23 The man said,
		 “This is now bone of my bones
		  and flesh of my flesh; x
		 she shall be called ‘woman,’
		  for she was taken out of man.”
24 That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united y to his wife, 
and they become one flesh. z

25 Adam and his wife were both naked, a and they felt no shame.

The Fall

3 Now the serpent b was more crafty than any of the wild animals the 
Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You 

must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”

2:18-24  God’s creative work was not complete until he 
made woman. He could have made her from the dust of 
the ground, as he had made man. God chose, however, to 
make her from the man’s flesh and bone. In so doing, he 
illustrated for us that in marriage man and woman sym-
bolically become one flesh. This is a mystical union of the 
couple’s hearts and lives. Throughout the Bible, God treats 
this special partnership seriously. If you are married or plan-
ning to be married, are you willing to keep the commitment 
that makes the two of you one? The goal in marriage should 
be more than friendship; it should be oneness.
2:21-23  God forms and equips men and women for 
various tasks, but all these tasks lead to the same goal—
honoring God. Man gives life to woman; woman gives 
life to the world. Each role carries exclusive privileges; 
there is no room for thinking that one gender is superior 
to the other.
2:24  God gave marriage as a gift to Adam and Eve. They 
were created perfect for each other. Marriage was not just 
for convenience, nor was it brought about by any culture. 
It was instituted by God and has three basic aspects: (1) The 
man leaves his parents and, in a public act, promises him-
self to his wife; (2) the man and woman are joined together 
by taking responsibility for each other’s welfare and by 
loving each other above all others; and (3) the two become 

one flesh in the intimacy and commitment of sexual union, 
which is reserved for marriage. Strong marriages include 
all three of these aspects. Jesus reinforced this teaching 
in Matthew 19:5.
2:25  Have you ever noticed how a little child can run 
naked through a room full of strangers without embarrass-
ment? He is not aware of his nakedness, just as Adam and 
Eve, in their innocence, were not embarrassed by theirs. 
But after Adam and Eve sinned, shame and awkwardness 
followed, creating barriers between them and God. We 
often experience these same barriers in marriage. Ideally, 
a husband and wife have no barriers, feeling no embar-
rassment in exposing themselves to each other or to God. 
But, like Adam and Eve (3:7), we put on fig leaves (barri-
ers) because we have areas we don’t want our spouses, or 
God, to know about. Then we hide, just as Adam and Eve 
hid from God. In marriage, lack of spiritual, emotional, 
or intellectual intimacy usually precedes a breakdown of 
physical intimacy. In the same way, when we fail to expose 
our secret thoughts to God, we break our lines of com-
munication with him.
3:1-6  Why does Satan tempt us? Temptation is Satan’s 
invitation to give in to his kind of life and give up on God’s 
kind of life. Satan tempted Eve and succeeded in getting 
her to sin. Ever since then, he’s been busy getting people 

2:18
t 1Co 11:9

2:19
u Ps 8:7
v Ge 1:24

2:22
w 1Co 11:8, 9, 12

2:23
x Ge 29:14; 
Eph 5:28‑30

2:24
y Mal 2:15
z Mt 19:5*; Mk  
10:7-8*; 
1Co 6:16*; 
Eph 5:31*
2:25
a Ge 3:7, 10‑11
3:1
b 2Co 11:3; 
Rev 12:9; 20:2

a 20  Or the man       b 21  Or took part of the man’s side       c 22  Or part       
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2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the 
garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the 
middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’ ”

4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. c 5 “For God 
knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be 
like God, d knowing good and evil.”

to sin. He even tempted Jesus (Matthew 4:1-11). But Jesus 
did not sin!

How could Eve have resisted temptation? By following 
the same guidelines we can follow. First, we must realize 
that being tempted is not a sin. We have not sinned until 
we give in to the temptation. Then, to resist temptation, 
we must (1) pray for strength to resist, (2) run (sometimes 
literally), (3) say no when confronted with what we know 
is wrong, and (4) hold on firmly to God’s Word. James 1:12 
tells of the blessings and rewards for those who don’t give 
in when tempted. Every time we resist temptation, we be-
come more like Jesus.
3:1-6  The serpent, Satan, tempted Eve by getting her to 
doubt God’s word and then his goodness. He implied that 
God was strict, stingy, and selfish for not wanting Eve to 
share his knowledge of good and evil. Satan made Eve 
forget all that God had given her and, instead, focus on 
what God had forbidden. We fall into trouble, too, when 
we dwell on what God forbids rather than on the countless 
blessings and promises he has given us. The next time you 
are feeling sorry for yourself because of what you don’t 
have, consider all you do have and thank God. Then your 
doubts won’t lead you into sin.
3:1  Disguised as a crafty serpent, Satan came to tempt 
Eve. At one time, Satan had been a glorious angel. But 
in pride, he rebelled against God and was cast out of 
heaven. As a created being, Satan has definite limitations. 
Although he is trying to tempt everyone away from God, 
he will not be the final victor. In 3:14-15, God promises 
that Satan will be crushed by one of the woman’s off-
spring, the Messiah.

3:5  Adam and Eve got what they wanted: an intimate 
knowledge of both good and evil. But they got it by dis-
obeying God, and the results were disastrous. Sometimes 
we have the illusion that freedom is doing anything we 
want. But God says that true freedom comes from obedi-
ence and knowing what not to do. The restrictions he gives 
us are for our good, helping us avoid evil. We have the 
freedom to walk in front of a speeding car, but we don’t 
need to be hit to realize it would be foolish to do so. Don’t 
listen to Satan’s temptations. You don’t have to do evil to 
gain more experience and learn more about life.
3:5  Satan used a sincere motive to tempt Eve, telling her 
that she would be like God if she ate the fruit. It wasn’t 
wrong of Eve to want to be like God. To become more like 
God is humanity’s highest goal. It is what we are supposed 
to do. But Satan misled Eve concerning the right way to 
accomplish this goal. He told her that she could become 
more like God by defying God’s authority, by taking God’s 
place and deciding for herself what was best for her life. In 
effect, he told her to become her own god.

But to become like God is not the same as trying to be-
come God. Rather, it is to reflect his characteristics and to 
recognize his authority over your life. Like Eve, we often 
have a worthy goal but try to achieve it in the wrong way. 
Before you start, check your steps. Do they honor God as 
well as pursue the goal?

Self-exaltation leads to rebellion against God. As soon 
as we begin to leave God out of our plans, we are placing 
ourselves above him. This is exactly what Satan wants us 
to do.

3:4
c Jn 8:44; 2Co 11:3
3:5
d Isa 14:14; 
Eze 28:2

Genesis 2:18-24. . . . . . . . . .          Marriage is God’s idea.
Genesis 2:24. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               God designed marriage as the lifelong union of one man 

and one woman.
Genesis 24:58-60. . . . . . . .        Commitment is essential to a successful marriage.
Ecclesiastes 9:9. . . . . . . . . . .           Marriage holds times of great joy.
Song of Songs 4:9-10. . .   Romance is important.
Malachi 2:14-15. . . . . . . . . . .           Marriage creates the best environment for raising 

children.
Matthew 5:32 . . . . . . . . . . . . .             Unfaithfulness breaks the bond of trust, the foundation 

of all relationships.
Matthew 19:6. . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Marriage is permanent.
Romans 7:2-3. . . . . . . . . . . . .              Ideally, only death should dissolve marriage.
Ephesians 5:21-33. . . . . . . .        Marriage is based on the principled practice of love, 

not on feelings.
Ephesians 5:32. . . . . . . . . . . .            Marriage is a living symbol of Christ and the church.
Hebrews 13:4 . . . . . . . . . . . . .             Marriage is good and honorable.

WHAT THE 
BIBLE SAYS 
ABOUT 
MARRIAGE
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6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and 
pleasing to the eye, and also desirable e for gaining wisdom, she took some 
and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate 
it. f 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were 
naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.

8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was 
walking g in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid h from the Lord 
God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, 
“Where are you?”

10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I 
was naked; so I hid.”

11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from 
the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?”

12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me — ​she gave me some 
fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”

13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, i and I ate.”
14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,

		 “Cursed j are you above all livestock
		  and all wild animals!

3:6-7  One of the realities of sin is that its effects spread. 
After Eve sinned, she involved Adam in her wrongdoing. 
When we do something wrong, often we try to relieve our 
guilt by involving someone else. Like toxic waste spilled in a 
river, sin swiftly spreads. Recognize and confess your sin to 
God before you are tempted to pollute those around you.
3:6  Satan tried to make Eve think that sin is good, pleasant, 
and desirable. A knowledge of both good and evil seemed 
harmless to her. People usually choose wrong things be-
cause they have become convinced that those things are 
good, at least for them. Our sins do not always appear ugly 
to us, and the most pleasant sins are the hardest to avoid. So 
prepare yourself for the attractive temptations that may come 
your way. We cannot always prevent temptation, but there 
is always a way of escape from it (1 Corinthians 10:13). Use 
God’s Word and God’s people to help you stand against it.
3:6  Notice what Eve did: She looked, she took, she ate, 
and she gave. The battle is often lost at the first look. Temp-
tation often begins by simply seeing something you want. 
Are you struggling with temptation because you have not 
learned that looking is the first step toward sin? You will 
overcome temptation more often if you follow Paul’s ad-
vice to run from those things that produce evil thoughts 
(2 Timothy 2:22).
3:7-8  After sinning, Adam and Eve felt guilt and embar-
rassment about their nakedness. Their guilty feelings made 
them try to hide from God. A guilty conscience is a warning 
signal God has placed inside you that goes off when you’ve 
done wrong. The worst step you can take is to eliminate the 
guilty feelings without eliminating the cause. That would be 
like using a painkiller but not treating the disease. Be glad 
those guilty feelings are there. They make you aware of 
your sin so you can ask God’s forgiveness and then correct 
your wrongdoing.

3:8-9  These verses show God’s desire to have fellow-
ship with us. They also show why we are afraid to have 
fellowship with him. Adam and Eve hid from God when they 
heard him approaching. God wanted to be with them, but 
because of their sin, they were afraid to show themselves. 
Sin had broken their close relationship with God, just as it 
has broken ours. But Jesus Christ, God’s Son, opens the 
way for us to renew our fellowship with him. God longs to 
be with us. He actively offers us his unconditional love. Our 
natural response is fear because we feel we can’t live up to 
his standards. But understanding that he loves us, regard-
less of our faults, can help remove that dread.
3:8  The thought of two humans covered with fig leaves 
trying to hide from the all-seeing, all-knowing God seems 
ridiculous. How could they be so silly as to think they could 
actually hide? Yet we do the same thing, acting as though 
God doesn’t know what we’re doing. Have the courage to 
share all you do and think with him. And don’t try to hide—it 
can’t be done. Honesty will strengthen your relationship 
with God.
3:11-13  Adam and Eve failed to heed God’s warning re-
corded in 2:16-17. They did not understand the reasons for 
his command, so they chose to act in another way that 
looked better to them. All of God’s commands are for our 
own good, but we may not always understand the reasons 
behind them. People who trust God will obey him because 
he asks them to, whether or not they understand his reasons.
3:11-13  When God asked Adam about his sin, Adam 
blamed Eve. Then Eve blamed the serpent. How easy it 
is to excuse our sins by blaming someone else or our cir-
cumstances. But God knows the truth, and he holds each 
of us responsible for what we do (see 3:14-19). Admit your 
wrong attitudes and actions and apologize to God. Don’t 
try to get away with sin by shifting the blame.

3:6
e Jas 1:14-15; 
1Jn 2:16
f 1Ti 2:14

3:8
g Dt 23:14
h Job 31:33; 
Ps 139:7-12; 
Jer 23:24

3:13
i 2Co 11:3; 1Ti 2:14

3:14
j Dt 28:15-20
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Strengths and 
accomplishments:

•	Namer of the animals
•	Caretaker of the Garden of Eden
•	Father of the human race
•	The first person made in the image of God, and the first human to share 

an intimate personal relationship with God

Weaknesses 
and mistakes:

•	Avoided responsibility and blamed others; chose to hide rather than to 
confront; made excuses rather than admitting the truth

•	Greatest mistake: Along with Eve, brought sin into the world

Lessons from 
his life:

•	As Adam’s descendants, we all reflect the image of God, and God wants 
to share a close relationship with us.

•	Though people are free to do wrong, God wants us to choose instead 
to obey him.

•	We should not blame others for our sins.
•	We cannot hide from God.

Vital statistics: •	Where: Garden of Eden, which was probably located in present-day Iraq or Iran
•	Occupation: Caretaker, gardener, farmer
•	Relatives: Wife: Eve. Sons: Cain, Abel, Seth, and numerous other children. 

Adam was the only man who never had an earthly mother or father.

Key verses: “The man said, ‘The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit 
from the tree, and I ate it.’” (Genesis 3:12)
“For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.” (1 Corinthians 15:22)

Adam’s story is told in Genesis 1:26–5:5. He is also mentioned in 1 Chronicles 1:1; Luke 3:38; Romans 5:14; 
1 Corinthians 15:22, 45; 1 Timothy 2:13-14.

WE CAN HARDLY IMAGINE what it must have been like to be the first and 
only person on earth. It’s one thing for us to be lonely; it was another for Adam, 
who had never known another human being. He missed out on much that 
makes us who we are—he had no childhood, no parents, no family or friends. 

He had to learn to be human on his own. Fortunately, God didn’t let him remain alone too 
long before presenting him with an ideal companion and spouse, Eve. Theirs was a com-
plete, innocent, and open oneness, without a hint of shame.

One of Adam’s first conversations with his delightful new companion must have been 
about the rules of the Garden. Before God made Eve, he had already given Adam com-
plete freedom in the Garden, with the responsibility to tend and care for it. But one tree 
was off-limits: the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Adam would have told Eve all 
about this. She knew, when Satan approached her, that the tree’s fruit was not to be eaten; 
however, she decided to eat the forbidden fruit anyway. Then she offered some to Adam. 
At that moment, the fate of creation was on the line. Sadly, Adam didn’t pause to consider 
the consequences. He went ahead and ate.

In that moment of rebellion something beautiful and free was shattered—God’s perfect 
creation. Adam was separated from God by his desire to act on his own. The effect on a 
plate-glass window is the same whether a stone or a boulder shatters it—the thousands 
of fragments can never be regathered.

In the case of Adam’s sin, however, God already had a plan in motion to overcome the 
effects of the rebellion. The entire Bible is the story of how that plan unfolds, ultimately 
leading to God’s own visit to earth through his Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus’ sinless life, death, 
and resurrection made it possible for God to offer forgiveness to all. Our own acts of rebel-
lion—both large and small—prove that we are descendants of Adam. Only by asking for 
forgiveness through Jesus Christ can we become children of God.

Adam

3:14-24  Adam and Eve chose their course of action—
disobedience—and then God chose his. As a holy God, he 
could respond only in a way consistent with his perfect 
moral nature. He could not allow sin to go unchecked; he 
had to punish it. If the consequences of Adam and Eve’s sin 
seem extreme, remember that their sin set in motion the 

world’s tendency toward disobeying God. That is why we 
sin today: Every human being ever born, with the exception 
of Jesus, has inherited the sinful nature of Adam and Eve 
(Romans 5:12-21). Adam and Eve’s punishment reflects how 
seriously God views sin of any kind.
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		 You will crawl on your belly
		  and you will eat dust k
		  all the days of your life.
	 15	And I will put enmity
		  between you and the woman,
		  and between your offspring a l and hers; m
		 he will crush b your head, n
		  and you will strike his heel.”

16 To the woman he said,
		 “I will make your pains in childbearing very severe;
		  with painful labor you will give birth to children.
		 Your desire will be for your husband,
		  and he will rule over you. o”

17 To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from 
the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’
		 “Cursed p is the ground because of you;
		  through painful toil you will eat food from it
		  all the days of your life. q
	 18	It will produce thorns and thistles for you,
		  and you will eat the plants of the field. r
	 19	By the sweat of your brow
		  you will eat your food s
		 until you return to the ground,
		  since from it you were taken;
		 for dust you are
		  and to dust you will return.” t

20 Adam c named his wife Eve, d because she would become the mother 
of all the living.

21 The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed 
them. 22 And the Lord God said, “The man has now become like one of us, 
knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and 
take also from the tree of life u and eat, and live forever.” 23 So the Lord God 

3:14-19  Adam and Eve learned by painful experience that 
because God is holy and hates sin, he must punish sinners. 
The rest of the book of Genesis recounts painful stories of 
lives ruined as a result of the Fall. Disobedience is sin, and 
it breaks our fellowship with God. But fortunately, God is 
willing to forgive us and to restore our relationship with 
him when we admit our sin.
3:15  Satan is our enemy. He will do anything he can to 
get us to follow his evil, deadly path. The phrase “you will 
strike his heel” refers to Satan’s repeated attempts to defeat 
Christ during his life on earth. “He will crush your head” 
foreshadows Satan’s defeat at Christ’s resurrection. A blow 
to the heel is not deadly, but a blow to the head is. Even in 
the Garden God was revealing his plan to defeat Satan and 
offer salvation to the world through his Son, Jesus Christ.

3:17-19  Adam and Eve’s disobedience and fall from God’s 
gracious presence affected all creation, including the en-
vironment. Years ago people thought nothing of polluting 
streams with chemical wastes and garbage. This seemed so 
insignificant, so small. Now we know that just two or three 
parts per million of certain chemicals can damage human 
health. Sin in our lives is similar to pollution in streams. 
Even small amounts are deadly, and the consequences 
reach far beyond us.
3:22-24  Life in the Garden of Eden was like living in 
heaven. Everything was perfect, and if Adam and Eve had 
obeyed God, they could have lived there forever. But after 
they disobeyed him, God told Adam and Eve to leave. If they 
had continued to live in the Garden and had eaten from the 
tree of life, they would have lived forever. But eternal life in 

3:14
k Isa 65:25; 
Mic 7:17

3:15
l Jn 8:44; Ac 13:10; 
1Jn 3:8
m Isa 7:14; Mt 1:23; 
Rev 12:17
n Ro 16:20; 
Heb 2:14

3:16
o 1Co 11:3; 
Eph 5:22

3:17
p Ge 5:29;  
Ro 8:20-22
q Job 5:7; 14:1; 
Ecc 2:23

3:18
r Ps 104:14

3:19
s 2Th 3:10
t Ge 2:7; Ps 90:3; 
104:29; Ecc 12:7

3:22
u Rev 22:14

a 15  Or seed       b 15  Or strike       c 20  Or The man       d 20  Eve probably means living.       
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banished him from the Garden of Eden v to work the ground w from which he 
had been taken. 24 After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side a 
of the Garden of Eden cherubim x and a flaming sword y flashing back and 
forth to guard the way to the tree of life. z

2. Cain and Abel

4 Adam b made love to his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave 
birth to Cain. c She said, “With the help of the Lord I have brought 

forth d a man.” 2 Later she gave birth to his brother Abel. a
Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 3 In the course of time 

Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the Lord. b 4 And 
Abel also brought an offering — ​fat portions c from some of the firstborn of 
his flock. d The Lord looked with favor on Abel and his offering, e 5 but on 
Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, 
and his face was downcast.

6 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face 
downcast? 7 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do 

a state of sin would mean forever trying to hide from God. 
Like Adam and Eve, all of us have sinned and are separated 
from fellowship with God. But because of Jesus’ sacrificial 
death for us, we do not have to stay separated from God. 
In fact, God is preparing a new earth as an eternal paradise 
for his people (see Revelation 21–22). To ensure our place 
there one day, let us accept his invitation to come to him 
(Revelation 22:17).
3:24  This is how Adam and Eve broke their relationship 
with God: (1) They became convinced their way was better 
than God’s and acted on that belief; (2) they became self-
conscious and hid; and (3) they tried to excuse and defend 
themselves. To build a relationship with God we must re-
verse those steps: (1) We must drop our excuses and self-
defenses; (2) we must seek God, not hide from him; and 
(3) we must become convinced that God’s way is better 
than our way and act accordingly.
4:1  The phrase “made love to” is literally “knew.” Sexual 
union means oneness with and total knowledge of the 
other person. Sexual intercourse is the most intimate of 
acts, sealing a social, physical, and spiritual relationship. 
That is why God has reserved it for a man and a woman in 
marriage alone.
4:2  No longer was everything provided for Adam and 
Eve as it had been in the Garden of Eden, where their daily 
tasks had been refreshing and delightful. Now they had 

to struggle against the elements in order to provide food, 
clothing, and shelter for themselves and their family. Cain 
became a farmer, while Abel was a shepherd. In parts of 
the Middle East today, these ancient occupations are still 
practiced much as they were in Cain and Abel’s time.
4:3-5  The Bible doesn’t say why God did not accept Cain’s 
sacrifice. Perhaps Cain’s attitude was improper, or perhaps 
his offering was not up to God’s standards. Proverbs 21:27 
says, “The sacrifice of the wicked is detestable—how much 
more so when brought with evil intent!” God evaluates both 
our motives and the quality of what we offer him. When 
we give to God and others, we should have joyful hearts 
because of what we are able to give. We should not worry 
about how much we are giving up, for all things are God’s 
in the first place. Instead, we should joyfully give to God 
our best in time, money, possessions, and talents.
4:6-7  How do you react when someone suggests you 
have done something wrong? Do you move to correct the 
mistake or deny that you need to correct it? After Cain’s 
sacrifice was rejected, God gave him the chance to right 
his wrong and try again. God even encouraged him to do 
this! But Cain refused, and the rest of his life is a startling 
example of what happens to those who refuse to admit 
their mistakes. The next time someone suggests you are 
wrong, take an honest look at yourself and choose God’s 
way instead of Cain’s.

3:23
v Ge 2:8
w Ge 4:2
3:24
x Ex 25:18-22
y Ps 104:4
z Ge 2:9

4:2
a Lk 11:51
4:3
b Nu 18:12
4:4
c Lev 3:16
d Ex 13:2, 12
e Heb 11:4

a 24  Or placed in front       b 1  Or The man       c 1  Cain sounds like the Hebrew for brought forth or 
acquired.       d 1  Or have acquired       

Doubt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Makes you question God’s Word and his goodness
Discouragement. . . . . . . .        Makes you look at your problems rather than at God
Diversion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Makes the wrong things seem attractive so that you will 

want them more than the right things
Defeat. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Makes you feel like a failure so that you don’t even try
Delay. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Makes you put off doing something so that it never gets 

done

SATAN’S 
PLAN 
AGAINST 
US
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not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; f it desires to have you, 
but you must rule over it. g”

8 Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” a While they 
were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him. h

9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?”
“I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?”
10 The Lord said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries 

out to me from the ground. i 11 Now you are under a curse and driven from 
the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from 
your hand. 12 When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its crops 
for you. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth.”

13 Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is more than I can bear. 14 Today 
you are driving me from the land, and I will be hidden from your presence; j 
I will be a restless wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” k

15 But the Lord said to him, “Not so b; anyone who kills Cain l will suffer 
vengeance seven times over. m” Then the Lord put a mark on Cain so that 
no one who found him would kill him. 16 So Cain went out from the Lord’s 
presence and lived in the land of Nod, c east of Eden. n

17 Cain made love to his wife, and she became pregnant and gave birth to 
Enoch. Cain was then building a city, and he named it after his son o Enoch. 
18 To Enoch was born Irad, and Irad was the father of Mehujael, and Mehuja
el was the father of Methushael, and Methushael was the father of Lamech.

19 Lamech married two women, one named Adah and the other Zillah. 
20 Adah gave birth to Jabal; he was the father of those who live in tents and 
raise livestock. 21 His brother’s name was Jubal; he was the father of all who 

4:7  For Cain to rule over the sin that was crouching at the 
door, he would have to give up his jealous anger so that 
sin would not find a foothold in his life. Sin is still crouch-
ing at our doors today. Like Cain, we will be victims of sin 
if we do not resist it and master our sinful desires. But we 
cannot master sin in our own strength. Instead, we must 
turn to God to receive faith for ourselves and turn to other 
believers to receive encouragement and strength. The Holy 
Spirit will help us master sin. This will be a lifelong battle 
that will not be over until we are face-to-face with Christ.
4:8-10  This is the first murder—taking a life by shedding 
human blood. Blood represents life (Leviticus 17:10-14). If 
blood is removed from a living creature, it will die. Because 
God created life, only God should take life away.
4:8-10  Adam and Eve’s disobedience brought sin into 
the human race. They may have thought their sin—eating a 
piece of fruit—wasn’t very bad, but notice how quickly their 
sinful nature developed in their children. Simple disobedi-
ence quickly degenerated into outright murder. Adam and 
Eve acted only against God, but Cain acted against both 
God and another person. A small sin has a way of growing 
out of control. Let God help you with your “little” sins before 
they turn into tragedies.
4:11-15  Cain was severely punished for this murder. 
God judges all sins and punishes appropriately, not out 

of vengeance, but because he desires to correct us and 
restore our fellowship with him. When you’re corrected, 
don’t resent it. Instead, renew your fellowship with God.
4:14  We have heard about only four people so far—Adam, 
Eve, Cain, and Abel. Two questions arise: Why was Cain 
worried about being killed by others, and where did he 
get his wife (see 4:17)?

Adam and Eve had numerous children; they had been 
told to “fill the earth” (1:28). Cain’s guilt and fear over killing 
his brother were heavy, and he probably feared repercus-
sions from his family. If he was capable of killing, so were 
they. Cain had set an example of disobedience, hatred, and 
anger. Vengeance would have been the likely outcome. The 
wife Cain chose may have been one of his sisters or a niece. 
The human race was still genetically pure, and there was 
no fear of side effects from marrying relatives.
4:15  The expression “will suffer vengeance seven times 
over” means that the person’s punishment would be com-
plete, thorough, and much worse than that received by 
Cain for his sin.
4:19-26  Unfortunately, when left to themselves, people 
tend to get worse instead of better. This short summary of 
Lamech’s family shows us the variety of talent and ability 
God gives humans. It also presents the continuous devel-
opment of sin as time passes. Another killing occurred, 

4:7
f Nu 32:23
g Ro 6:16

4:8
h Mt 23:35; 
1Jn 3:12

4:10
i Ge 9:5; Nu 35:33; 
Heb 12:24; 
Rev 6:9‑10

4:14
j 2Ki 17:18; 
Ps 51:11; 139:7-12; 
Jer 7:15; 52:3
k Ge 9:6; 
Nu 35:19, 21, 27, 33
4:15
l Eze 9:4, 6
m ver 24; Ps 79:12
4:16
n Ge 2:8

4:17
o Ps 49:11

a 8  Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint, Vulgate and Syriac; Masoretic Text does not have “Let’s go out to 
the field.”       b 15  Septuagint, Vulgate and Syriac; Hebrew Very well       c 16  Nod means wandering (see 
verses 12 and 14).       
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play stringed instruments and pipes. 22 Zillah also had a son, Tubal-Cain, 
who forged all kinds of tools out of a bronze and iron. Tubal-Cain’s sister 
was Naamah.

23 Lamech said to his wives,
		 “Adah and Zillah, listen to me;
		  wives of Lamech, hear my words.
		 I have killed p a man for wounding me,
		  a young man for injuring me.
	 24	If Cain is avenged q seven times, r
		  then Lamech seventy-seven times.”

Strengths and 
accomplishments:

•	First wife and mother
•	First woman made in the image of God; as such, shared a special relationship 

with God and shared responsibility with Adam over creation

Weaknesses 
and mistakes:

•	Allowed her contentment to be undermined by Satan
•	Acted impulsively without talking either to God or to her husband
•	Not only sinned, but also shared her sin with Adam
•	When confronted, blamed others

Lessons from 
her life:

•	Women share equally in the image of God.
•	The necessary ingredients for a strong marriage are commitment to each 

other, companionship with each other, complete oneness, and absence of 
shame (Genesis 2:24‑25).

•	The basic human tendency to sin goes back to the beginning of the human 
race.

•	We can trust that God’s commands come from his goodness.

Vital statistics: •	Where: Garden of Eden
•	Occupation: Comanager of Eden
•	Relatives: Husband: Adam. Sons: Cain, Abel, Seth, and numerous other children.

Key verse: “The Lord God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a 
helper suitable for him.’” (Genesis 2:18)

Eve’s story is told in Genesis 2:18–4:26.

WE KNOW VERY LITTLE ABOUT EVE, the first woman in the world, yet she is the 
mother of us all. She was the final piece in the intricate and amazing puzzle of God’s 
creation. Adam now had another human being with whom to share life—someone 
made in God’s image just as he was. Here was someone alike enough for a deep 

connection, yet different enough for a vibrant relationship. Together they were greater 
than either could have been alone.

Eve was approached by Satan in the Garden of Eden, where she and Adam lived. He 
questioned her contentment. How could she be happy when she was not allowed to eat 
from one of the fruit trees? And he questioned God’s goodness. Why would God keep 
the knowledge of good and evil from them? Satan helped Eve shift her focus from all that 
God had done and given to the one thing he had withheld. And Eve was willing to accept 
Satan’s viewpoint without checking with God.

Sound familiar? How often is our attention drawn from the much that is ours to the little 
that isn’t? We get that “I’ve got to have it” feeling and don’t stop to think that God might 
have a good reason for keeping it from us. Eve was typical of us all, and we consistently 
show we are her descendants by repeating her mistake. Our desires, like Eve’s, can be quite 
easily manipulated. To avoid being deceived, we need to keep God in our decision-making 
process always. We can do this by reviewing our motives with him in prayer; seeking guid-
ance in his Word, the Bible; and asking him to lead us through his Spirit.

Eve

4:23
p Ex 20:13; 
Lev 19:18

4:24
q Dt 32:35
r ver 15

a 22  Or who instructed all who work in       
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25 Adam made love to his wife again, and she gave birth to a son and named 
him Seth, a s saying, “God has granted me another child in place of Abel, 
since Cain killed him.” t 26 Seth also had a son, and he named him Enosh.

At that time people began to call onb the name of the Lord. u

3. Adam’s descendants
From Adam to Noah

5 This is the written account of Adam’s family line.

When God created mankind, he made them in the likeness of God. v 2 He 
created them male and female w and blessed them. And he named them 
“Mankind” c when they were created.

3 When Adam had lived 130 years, he had a son in his own likeness, in his 
own image; x and he named him Seth. 4 After Seth was born, Adam lived 800 
years and had other sons and daughters. 5 Altogether, Adam lived a total of 
930 years, and then he died. y

6 When Seth had lived 105 years, he became the father d of Enosh. 7 After 
he became the father of Enosh, Seth lived 807 years and had other sons and 
daughters. 8 Altogether, Seth lived a total of 912 years, and then he died.

9 When Enosh had lived 90 years, he became the father of Kenan. 10 After 
he became the father of Kenan, Enosh lived 815 years and had other sons and 
daughters. 11 Altogether, Enosh lived a total of 905 years, and then he died.

12 When Kenan had lived 70 years, he became the father of Mahalalel. 
13 After he became the father of Mahalalel, Kenan lived 840 years and had 
other sons and daughters. 14 Altogether, Kenan lived a total of 910 years, 
and then he died.

15 When Mahalalel had lived 65 years, he became the father of Jared. 16 Af
ter he became the father of Jared, Mahalalel lived 830 years and had other 
sons and daughters. 17 Altogether, Mahalalel lived a total of 895 years, and 
then he died.

18 When Jared had lived 162 years, he became the father of Enoch. z 19 After 
he became the father of Enoch, Jared lived 800 years and had other sons and 
daughters. 20 Altogether, Jared lived a total of 962 years, and then he died.

presumably in self-defense. Violence was on the rise. Two 
distinct groups were emerging: (1) those who showed indif-
ference to sin and evil, and (2) those who called on the name 
of the Lord—the descendants of Seth (4:26). Seth would 
take Abel’s place as leader of a line of God’s faithful people.
5:1-32  The Bible contains several lists of ancestors, called 
genealogies. They are not intended to be exhaustive and 
may include only famous people or the heads of families. 
The Hebrew word translated “became the father of” could 
refer not just to a son, but also to a more distant descendant.

Why are genealogies included in the Bible? The Hebrew 
people passed on their beliefs through oral tradition. For 
many years in many places, writing was primitive or non-
existent. Stories were told to children, who passed them on 
to their children. Genealogies gave a skeletal outline that 
helped people remember the stories. For centuries these 

genealogies were added to and passed down from family 
to family. Even more important than preserving family 
tradition, genealogies were included in the Bible to con-
firm God’s promise that the coming Messiah, Jesus Christ, 
would be born into the line of Abraham.

Genealogies point out that people are important to God as 
individuals. Therefore, God refers to people by name, men-
tioning their life spans and descendants. The next time you 
feel overwhelmed in a vast crowd, remember that the focus 
of God’s attention and love is on the individual—and on you!
5:3-5  All human beings are related, going back to Adam 
and Eve. All people form a family that shares one flesh and 
blood. And each person is a valuable and unique creation 
of God. Remember this when prejudice enters your mind 
or hatred invades your feelings.

4:25
s Ge 5:3
t ver 8

4:26
u Ge 12:8; 
1Ki 18:24; 
Ps 116:17; 
Joel 2:32; Zep 3:9; 
Ac 2:21; 1Co 1:2

5:1
v Ge 1:27; 
Eph 4:24; Col 3:10

5:2
w Ge 1:27; Mt 19:4; 
Mk 10:6; Gal 3:28

5:3
x Ge 1:26; 
1Co 15:49

5:5
y Ge 3:19

5:18
z Jude 14

a 25  Seth probably means granted.       b 26  Or to proclaim       c 2  Hebrew adam       d 6  Father may mean 
ancestor; also in verses 7-26.       
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21 When Enoch had lived 65 years, he became the father of Methuselah. 
22 After he became the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked faithfully with 
God a 300 years and had other sons and daughters. 23 Altogether, Enoch lived 
a total of 365 years. 24 Enoch walked faithfully with God; b then he was no 
more, because God took him away. c

25 When Methuselah had lived 187 years, he became the father of Lamech. 
26 After he became the father of Lamech, Methuselah lived 782 years and 
had other sons and daughters. 27 Altogether, Methuselah lived a total of 969 
years, and then he died.

28 When Lamech had lived 182 years, he had a son. 29 He named him 
Noah a and said, “He will comfort us in the labor and painful toil of our 
hands caused by the ground the Lord has cursed. d” 30 After Noah was born, 
Lamech lived 595 years and had other sons and daughters. 31 Altogether, 
Lamech lived a total of 777 years, and then he died.

32 After Noah was 500 years old, he became the father of Shem, Ham and 
Japheth.

Strengths and 
accomplishments:

•	First member of the “Hall of Faith” in Hebrews 11
•	First shepherd
•	First martyr for truth (Matthew 23:35)

Lessons from 
his life:

•	God hears those who come to him.
•	God recognizes the innocent person and sooner or later punishes the guilty.

Vital statistics: •	Where: Just outside Eden
•	Occupation: Shepherd
•	Relatives: Parents: Adam and Eve. Brother: Cain.

Key verse: “By faith Abel brought God a better offering than Cain did. By faith he was 
commended as righteous, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith 
Abel still speaks, even though he is dead.” (Hebrews 11:4)

Abel’s story is told in Genesis 4:1-8. He is also mentioned in Matthew 23:35; Luke 11:51; Hebrews 11:4; 12:24.

ABEL WAS the second child born into the world, but the first one to obey God. All 
we know about this man is that his parents were Adam and Eve, he was a shepherd, 
he presented pleasing offerings to God, and his life was ended at the hands of his 
jealous older brother, Cain.

The Bible doesn’t tell us why God liked Abel’s gift and disliked Cain’s, but both Cain and 
Abel knew what God expected. Only Abel obeyed. Throughout history, Abel is remem-
bered for his obedience and faith (Hebrews 11:4), and he is called “righteous” (Matthew 
23:35).

The Bible gives us guidance in how to live godly lives. With the help of the Holy Spirit, we 
can choose to obey God even in difficult circumstances. Like Abel, we must obey regard-
less of the cost and trust God to make things right.

Abel

5:21-24  At first glance it looks as if Enoch fared worse 
than the other patriarchs—he lived on earth only 365 years! 
Hebrews 11:5 explains what Genesis 5:24 means: Enoch 
was taken directly to heaven without seeing death. Enoch, 
then, lived longer than any of the other patriarchs, for he 
never died at all.
5:25-27  How did these people live so long? Some believe 
that the ages listed here were lengths of family dynasties 

rather than ages of individual people. Those who think these 
were actual ages offer three explanations: (1) The human 
race was genetically purer in this early time period with less 
disease to shorten life spans; (2) no rain had yet fallen on the 
earth, and the “water above [the vault]” (1:7) kept out harmful 
cosmic rays and shielded people from environmental fac-
tors that hasten aging; and (3) God gave people longer lives 
so they would have time to “fill the earth” (1:28).

5:22
a ver 24; Ge 6:9; 
17:1; 48:15; 
Mic 6:8; Mal 2:6
5:24
b ver 22
c 2Ki 2:1, 11; 
Heb 11:5

5:29
d Ge 3:17; Ro 8:20

a 29  Noah sounds like the Hebrew for comfort.       
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C. THE STORY OF NOAH (6:1–11:32)
Earth was no longer the perfect paradise that God had intended. It is frightening to see how 
quickly all humanity forgot about God. Incredibly, in all the world, only one man and his 
family still worshiped God. That man was Noah. Because of his faithfulness and obedience, 
God saved him and his family from a vast flood that destroyed every other human being on 
earth. This section shows us how God hates sin and judges those who enjoy it.

1. The Flood
Wickedness in the World

6 When human beings began to increase in number on the earth e and 
daughters were born to them, 2 the sons of God saw that the daughters 

of humans were beautiful, and they married any of them they chose. 3 Then 
the Lord said, “My Spirit will not contend with a humans forever, f for they 
are mortalb; g their days will be a hundred and twenty years.”

4 The Nephilim h were on the earth in those days — ​and also afterward — ​
when the sons of God went to the daughters of humans and had children 
by them. They were the heroes of old, men of renown.

5 The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on 
the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was 
only evil all the time. i 6 The Lord regretted j that he had made human beings 
on the earth, and his heart was deeply troubled. 7 So the Lord said, “I will 
wipe from the face of the earth the human race I have created — ​and with them 
the animals, the birds and the creatures that move along the ground — ​for I 
regret that I have made them.” 8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. k

Noah and the Flood
9 This is the account of Noah and his family.
Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, l 

and he walked faithfully with God. m 10 Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham 
and Japheth. n

6:1-4  Some people have thought that the “sons of God” 
were fallen angels. But this is unlikely, because angels do 
not marry or reproduce (Matthew 22:30; Mark 12:25). Some 
interpreters believe this phrase refers to the descendants 
of Seth who intermarried with Cain’s evil descendants. This 
would have weakened the good influence of the faithful 
and increased moral depravity in the world, resulting in an 
explosion of evil.
6:3  “Their days will be a hundred and twenty years” has 
been interpreted by some commentators to mean that God 
was allowing the people of Noah’s day 120 years to change 
their sinful ways. God shows his great patience with us as 
well (2 Peter 3:8-9). He is giving us time to quit living our 
way and begin living his way, the way he shows us in his 
Word. While 120 years may seem like a long time, eventu-
ally the time ran out, and the floodwaters swept across the 
earth. Your time also may be running out (2 Peter 3:10-14). 
Turn to God to forgive your sins. You don’t know how much 
time God will give you to turn to him, and once that time 
comes, there will be no more opportunities.
6:4  The Nephilim were giants probably nine or ten feet 
tall. This same Hebrew term was used to name a tall race 

of people mentioned in Numbers 13:33—possibly the an-
cestors of Goliath, who was nine feet tall (1 Samuel 17). 
The Nephilim used their physical advantage to oppress 
the people around them.
6:6-7  Does this mean that God regretted creating human-
ity? Was he saying he made a mistake? No, God does not 
change his mind (1 Samuel 15:29). Instead, he was express-
ing sorrow for what the people had done to themselves, as 
a parent might express sorrow over a rebellious child. God 
was sorry that the people chose sin and death instead of a 
relationship with him.
6:6-8  The people’s sin grieved God. Our sins break God’s 
heart as much as sin did in Noah’s day. Noah, however, 
pleased God, although he was far from perfect. We can 
follow Noah’s example and find favor in the eyes of the 
Lord in spite of the sin that surrounds us.
6:9  Saying that Noah was righteous and blameless does 
not mean that he never sinned (the Bible records one of his 
sins in 9:20-21). Rather, it means that Noah wholeheartedly 
loved and obeyed God. For a lifetime he walked step by 
step in faith as a living example to his generation. Like 
Noah, we live in a world filled with evil. Are we influencing 

6:1
e Ge 1:28

6:3
f Isa 57:16
g Ps 78:39

6:4
h Nu 13:33

6:5
i Ge 8:21; Ps 14:1‑3

6:6
j 1Sa 15:11, 35; 
Isa 63:10

6:8
k Ge 19:19; 
Ex 33:12, 13, 17; 
Lk 1:30; Ac 7:46

6:9
l Ge 7:1; 
Eze 14:14, 20; 
Heb 11:7; 2Pe 2:5
m Ge 5:22
6:10
n Ge 5:32

a 3  Or My spirit will not remain in       b 3  Or corrupt       
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11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence. o 
12 God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth 
had corrupted their ways. p 13 So God said to Noah, “I am going to put an 
end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am 
surely going to destroy both them and the earth. q 14 So make yourself an 
ark of cypress a wood; r make rooms in it and coat it with pitch s inside and 
out. 15 This is how you are to build it: The ark is to be three hundred cubits 
long, fifty cubits wide and thirty cubits high. b 16 Make a roof for it, leaving 

Strengths and 
accomplishments:

•	First human child
•	First to follow in father’s profession, farming

Weaknesses 
and mistakes:

•	When disappointed, reacted in anger
•	Took the negative option even when a positive possibility was offered
•	Was the first murderer

Lessons from 
his life:

•	Anger itself is not necessarily a sin, but actions motivated by anger can 
be sinful. Anger should be the energy behind good action, not evil action.

•	What we offer to God must be from the heart—the best we are and have.
•	The consequences of sin may last a lifetime.

Vital statistics: •	Where: Near Eden
•	Occupation: Farmer, then founder of a city
•	Relatives: Parents: Adam and Eve. Brothers: Abel, Seth, and others not 

mentioned by name.

Key verse: “If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what 
is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must rule 
over it.” (Genesis 4:7)

Cain’s story is told in Genesis 4:1-17. He is also mentioned in Hebrews 11:4; 1 John 3:12; Jude 1:11.

IN SPITE OF parents’ efforts and worries, conflicts between children in a family 
seem inevitable. Sibling relationships allow both competition and cooperation. In 
most cases, the mixture of loving and fighting eventually creates a strong bond 
between brothers and sisters. It isn’t unusual, though, to hear parents say, “They 

fight so much I hope they don’t kill each other before they grow up.” In Cain’s case, the 
troubling potential became a reality—the conflict and jealousy overcame whatever love 
he had for Abel. And while we don’t know many details of this first child’s life, his story can 
still teach us.

Cain was angry. Furious. Both he and his brother Abel had given offerings to God, and 
his had been rejected. Cain’s reaction gives us a clue that his attitude was probably wrong 
from the start. Cain had a choice to make. He could correct his attitude about his offering 
to God, or he could take his anger out on his brother. His decision is a clear reminder of 
how often we are aware of the right choice yet choose the wrong one, just as Cain did. We 
may not be choosing to murder, but we are still intentionally choosing what we shouldn’t.

The feelings motivating our behavior can’t always be changed by simple thought power. 
But here we can begin to experience God’s willingness to help. Asking for his help to do 
what is right can prevent us from setting into motion actions that we will later regret.

Cain

others or being influenced by them? Are our priorities 
being set by God and his people or by those who stand 
against him?
6:15  The boat Noah built was no raft! Picture yourself 
building a boat the length of one and a half football fields 

and as high as a four-story building. The ark was exactly 
six times longer than it was wide—the same ratio used by 
modern shipbuilders. This huge boat was probably built 
miles from any body of water by only a few faithful men 
who believed God’s promises and obeyed his commands.

6:11
o Eze 7:23; 8:17
6:12
p Ps 14:1‑3
6:13
q ver 17; Eze 7:2‑3

6:14
r Heb 11:7; 
1Pe 3:20
s Ex 2:3

a 14  The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain.       b 15  That is, about 450 feet long, 75 feet 
wide and 45 feet high or about 135 meters long, 23 meters wide and 14 meters high       
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below the roof an opening one cubit a high all around. b Put a door in the 
side of the ark and make lower, middle and upper decks. 17 I am going to 
bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every 
creature that has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish. t 
18 But I will establish my covenant with you, u and you will enter the ark v — ​
you and your sons and your wife and your sons’ wives with you. 19 You are 
to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and female, to keep 
them alive with you. 20 Two w of every kind of bird, of every kind of animal 
and of every kind of creature that moves along the ground will come to you 
to be kept alive. 21 You are to take every kind of food that is to be eaten and 
store it away as food for you and for them.”

22 Noah did everything just as God commanded him. x

7 The Lord then said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and your whole fam
ily, y because I have found you righteous z in this generation. 2 Take with 

you seven pairs of every kind of clean a animal, a male and its mate, and 
one pair of every kind of unclean animal, a male and its mate, 3 and also 
seven pairs of every kind of bird, male and female, to keep their various 
kinds alive throughout the earth. 4 Seven days from now I will send rain 
on the earth for forty days and forty nights, and I will wipe from the face 
of the earth every living creature I have made.”

5 And Noah did all that the Lord commanded him. b
6 Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters came on the 

earth. 7 And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives entered the 
ark to escape the waters of the flood. 8 Pairs of clean and unclean animals, 
of birds and of all creatures that move along the ground, 9 male and female, 
came to Noah and entered the ark, as God had commanded Noah. 10 And 
after the seven days the floodwaters came on the earth.

11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the seventeenth day of the 
second month — ​on that day all the springs of the great deep c burst forth, 
and the floodgates of the heavens d were opened. 12 And rain fell on the earth 
forty days and forty nights. e

13 On that very day Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, together 
with his wife and the wives of his three sons, entered the ark. 14 They had 
with them every wild animal according to its kind, all livestock according 
to their kinds, every creature that moves along the ground according to its 
kind and every bird according to its kind, everything with wings. 15 Pairs of 

6:18  When God said, “I will establish my covenant with 
you,” he was making a promise. This is a familiar theme in 
Scripture—God making covenants with his people. How 
reassuring it is to know God’s covenant is established with 
us. He is still our salvation, and we are kept safe through our 
relationship with him. (For more on covenants, see 9:8-17; 
12:1-3; and 15:17-21.)
6:22  Noah got right to work when God told him to build 
the ark. Other people must have been warned about the 
coming disaster, but apparently they did not expect it to 
happen (see 1 Peter 3:20; 2 Peter 2:5). Today things haven’t 
changed much. Each day thousands of people are warned 

of God’s inevitable judgment, yet most of them don’t really 
believe it will happen. Don’t expect people to welcome or 
accept your message of God’s coming judgment on sin. 
Those who don’t believe in God will deny his judgment and 
try to get you to deny God as well. But remember God’s 
promise to Noah to keep him safe. This can inspire you 
to trust God for deliverance in the judgment that is sure 
to come.
7:2-3  Pairs of every animal joined Noah in the ark; seven 
pairs were taken of those animals used for food and for 
sacrifice—the “clean” animals. It has been estimated that 
almost 45,000 animals could have fit into the ark.

6:17
t Ge 7:4, 21-23; 
2Pe 2:5

6:18
u Ge 9:9-16
v Ge 7:1, 7, 13

6:20
w Ge 7:15

6:22
x Ge 7:5, 9, 16
7:1
y Mt 24:38
z Ge 6:9; Eze 14:14
7:2
a ver 8; Ge 8:20; 
Lev 10:10; 11:1‑47

7:5
b Ge 6:22

7:11
c Eze 26:19
d Ge 8:2

7:12
e ver 4

a 16  That is, about 18 inches or about 45 centimeters       b 16  The meaning of the Hebrew for this clause is 
uncertain.       

G enesis       6 :1 7   •   page 22

LASB_NIV_LP_full_interior.indb   22 9/18/2019   2:33:18 PM



all creatures that have the breath of life in them came to Noah and entered 
the ark. f 16 The animals going in were male and female of every living thing, 
as God had commanded Noah. Then the Lord shut him in.

17 For forty days g the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters 
increased they lifted the ark high above the earth. 18 The waters rose and 
increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the surface of the wa
ter. 19 They rose greatly on the earth, and all the high mountains under the 
entire heavens were covered. h 20 The waters rose and covered the mountains 

Strengths and 
accomplishments:

•	Only follower of God left in his generation
•	Second father of the human race
•	Man of patience, consistency, and obedience
•	First major shipbuilder

Weaknesses 
and mistakes:

•	Got drunk and embarrassed himself in front of his sons

Lessons from 
his life:

•	God is faithful to those who obey him.
•	God does not always protect us from trouble, but he cares for us in spite 

of trouble.
•	Obedience is a long-term commitment.
•	We may be faithful, but our sinful nature remains with us.

Vital statistics: •	Where: We’re not told how far from the Garden of Eden people had settled
•	Occupation: Farmer, shipbuilder, preacher
•	Relatives: Grandfather: Methuselah. Father: Lamech. Sons: Shem, Ham, and 

Japheth.

Key verse: “Noah did everything just as God commanded him.” (Genesis 6:22)

Noah’s story is told in Genesis 5:28–10:32. He is also mentioned in 1 Chronicles 1:3-4; Isaiah 54:9; 
Ezekiel 14:14, 20; Matthew 24:37-38; Luke 3:36; 17:26-27; Hebrews 11:7; 1 Peter 3:20; 2 Peter 2:5.

THE STORY OF NOAH’S LIFE involves not one but two great and tragic 
floods. The world in Noah’s day was flooded with evil. The number of those who 
remembered the one true God had dwindled to one—only Noah still worshiped 
God. God’s response to the severe situation was a 120-year-long last chance, 

during which he had Noah build a large, real-life illustration of his message. Nothing like 
a huge boat on dry land to make a point! For Noah, obedience meant a long-term com-
mitment to a project and preaching what would have been an unpopular message of 
judgment.

Many of us have trouble sticking with any project, whether or not it is directed by God. 
It is interesting that the length of Noah’s obedience was greater than the life span of 
people today. The only comparable long-term project is our very lives. But perhaps this 
is the great challenge Noah’s life gives us—to live, in acceptance of God’s grace, an entire 
lifetime of obedience and gratitude.

Noah

7:16  Many have wondered how this animal kingdom 
roundup happened. Did Noah and his sons spend years 
collecting all the animals? In reality, the creation, just like 
Noah, was doing just as God had commanded (see 6:20). 
Noah didn’t have to gather the animals—God took care of 
the details of that job while Noah was doing his part by 
building the ark. Often we do just the opposite of Noah. We 
worry about details over which we have no control while 
neglecting specific areas (such as attitudes, relationships, 

and responsibilities) that are under our control. Like Noah, 
concentrate on what God has given you to do, and leave 
the rest to God.
7:16  The very last thing God did was to shut the door. 
During construction, the boarding of animals, and the be-
ginning of rain, the path to salvation was open. This shows 
God’s love and desire that all would come to him. Step 
through the door before God’s time of welcome is up.

7:15
f Ge 6:19

7:17
g ver 4

7:19
h Ps 104:6
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BIBLICAL  
UNIT

APPROXIMATE  
AMERICAN  

EQUIVALENT

APPROXIMATE  
METRIC  

EQUIVALENT

WEIGHTS talent (60 minas) 75 pounds 34 kilograms
mina (50 shekels) 1 1/4 pounds 560 grams
shekel (2 bekas) 2/5 ounce 11.5 grams
pim ( 2/3 shekel) 1/4 ounce 7.8 grams
beka (10 gerahs) 1/5 ounce 5.7 grams
gerah 1/50 ounce 0.6 gram
daric 1/3 ounce 8.4 grams

LENGTHS cubit 18 inches 45 centimeters
span 9 inches 23 centimeters
handbreadth 3 inches 7.5 centimeters
stadion (pl. stadia) 600 feet 183 meters

CAPACITIES Dry Measures

cor [homer] (10 
ephahs)

6 bushels 220 liters

lethek (5 ephahs) 3 bushels 110 liters
ephah (10 omers) 3/5 bushel 22 liters
seah ( 1/3 ephah) 7 quarts 7.5 liters
omer ( 1/10 ephah) 2 quarts 2 liters
cab ( 1/18 ephah) 1 quart 1 liter

Liquid Measures

bath (1 ephah) 6 gallons 22 liters
hin ( 1/6 bath) 1 gallon 3.8 liters
log ( 1/72 bath) 1/3 quart 0.3 liter

The figures of the table are calculated on the basis of a shekel equaling 11.5 grams, a cubit 
equaling 18 inches and an ephah equaling 22 liters. The quart referred to is either a dry quart 
(slightly larger than a liter) or a liquid quart (slightly smaller than a liter), whichever is appli-
cable. The ton referred to in the footnotes is the American ton of 2,000 pounds. These weights 
are calculated relative to the particular commodity involved. Accordingly, the same measure 
of capacity in the text may be converted into different weights in the footnotes.

This table is based upon the best available information, but it is not intended to be math-
ematically precise; like the measurement equivalents in the footnotes, it merely gives ap-
proximate amounts and distances. Weights and measures differed somewhat at various times 
and places in the ancient world. There is uncertainty particularly about the ephah and the 
bath; further discoveries may shed more light on these units of capacity.

Table of Weights & Measures

page 2955

LASB_NIV_LP_full_interior.indb   2955 9/18/2019   3:56:43 PM



A Christian Worker’s Resource
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	 TAKING THE STEP TO APPLICATION  •	 PAGE 2971

HOW TO BECOME A CHRISTIAN

As a believer, you will have the opportunity to talk to others about your faith. At times you 
will find people who want to know how to become a Christian. Here is a guide you can use to 
help a person understand what it means to begin a relationship with Christ.

FACT: You were created by a loving God. You have great value. God loves you and wants to 
have a personal relationship with you.
SETUP: Explain to the person that the world tells us that we are accidents of nature—we 
began as ooze in a pond, evolved into apes, and finally turned into humans. We live and then 
we die, so we should grab for all we can get in this life—after all, that’s the only way to find 
fulfillment. In contrast, the Bible tells us that we are not accidents. We were created by a lov-
ing God who knew about us before we were born. We are here for a purpose, and we can find 
ultimate fulfillment by finding a relationship with him.
Read the following verses and make the following points:

God created you.

Psalm 139:13-16. You created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s 
womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are 
wonderful, I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was made 
in the secret place, when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw 
my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of 
them came to be.
God knew you before you were born—even while you were in your mother’s womb. He 
knows all about your family and your life until now. (Be sensitive that some people 
have had difficult circumstances in their lives. Explain that God has not been absent 
but has been drawing this person to himself.) He wants to give you a brand-new start 
and a new way of living. He can do that when you give him your life. Why would you 
do that? Because . . .

God wants to have a personal relationship with you.

John 17:3. “Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom you have sent.”
God is not some impersonal “force,” an unspeaking or unseeing idol, or merely an-
other name for your own self-esteem. Instead, God is a person, your creator, who cre-
ated you to be in a relationship with him. Why? Because . . .
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MINING THE TREASURES OF THE LIFE APPLICATION STUDY BIBLE

As a believer in Christ, you will often be asked questions about your faith—sometimes these 
are from honest seekers with tough questions that have bothered them; sometimes they’re 
questions used by the questioners assuming you won’t be able to answer them. In either case, 
it helps to be prepared with answers, or at least to know where to find them. The Life Applica-
tion Study Bible notes were written not only to help explain the contents of the Bible and to get 
people started in thinking about application but also to answer some of these key questions.

The treasures are here, and they have been located for you in this section. The following 
can guide you to the notes that best answer questions in the following 25 categories. The ref-
erences noted after each question are for the note or notes that will best help you to answer 
that question. (A number in parentheses indicates which note is being referred to if there is 
more than one note on a particular Scripture verse or passage.)

BELIEF
Why should I believe? See notes on Genesis 
15:6; Exodus 9:12.
What does it mean to believe in Jesus? See 
note on John 3:16 (3).

BIBLE
Why should I read the Bible? See notes on 
2 Chronicles 17:7-9; 34:31; Psalm 119:19.
Why should I trust the Bible? See notes on 
Psalm 33:4; Proverbs 16:22; 2 Peter 1:16-21.
Why do we call the Bible God’s Word? See 
note on 2 Timothy 3:16-17.
How is the Bible different from other reli-
gious literature? See note on 2 Timothy 3:16.

CHURCH
How should I choose a church? See notes on 
1 Corinthians 3:10-11; 1 Peter 5:8-9.
If eternal life is free, what’s this 10 percent 
I keep hearing about? See notes on Deuter-
onomy 14:22‑23; 2 Corinthians 8:10-15; 8:12 
(1 and 2).
Isn’t participation in church optional? See 
note on Luke 4:16.

DEATH
What happens when people die? See notes 
on 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Hebrews 2:14-15.
How can I be ready to die? See notes on 
Genesis 50:24; Psalm 23:4.

DEVIL
Is the devil real? See notes on Job 1:6-12; 
Matthew 4:1.
What does the devil do? See notes on 
Genesis 3:5; 3:6.

How powerful is the devil? See note on 
Joshua 6:2-5.

FAITH
How strong does my faith have to be? 
See notes on Matthew 17:17-20; Luke 17:6; 
Romans 14:1-23.
Is faith enough? That seems too easy. See 
notes on 2 Kings 5:12; Matthew 3:9-10; 
Philippians 3:2-3 (2); James 2:1-26.
How can I tell others about my faith? See 
notes on Exodus 3:16-17; Revelation 1:5-6.

FORGIVENESS
How can I know that God forgives me? See 
notes on Psalm 32:1-2; Isaiah 1:18; Hebrews 
10:17; 1 John 1:9 (1).

FUTURE
What can God tell me about the future? 
See notes on Job 19:25-27; Matthew 24:3-51; 
John 14:19-21; Revelation 21:7-8; 22:20.
How will the world end? See notes on 
Mark 13:5-7; Luke 12:40; 1 John 2:18-23.

GOD
What is God really like? See notes on 
Genesis 1:1-31 (1); 18:14; Numbers 14:17-20; 
Deuteronomy 27:15-26; Psalms 34:9-10; 36:5-8; 
99:5; John 14:5-6; 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12.
What are idols, and what’s wrong with 
them? See notes on Exodus 20:1-6; 32:4-5; 
1 Kings 18:29.
Isn’t God only all about rules? See note on 
Isaiah 5:11-13.
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TAKING THE STEP TO APPLICATION

Whether you are studying the Bible for yourself or teaching it to others, moving toward ap-
plication is a vitally important part of the studying and teaching process, and one that’s often 
overlooked. Just having information about what is in the Bible is not enough (even Satan 
knew enough of the Bible to be able to quote it; Matthew 4:1-11). Even understanding the 
contexts or the concepts and being able to see that they are relevant to today’s world is not 
enough. For the Bible to really make a difference in our lives, we need to (1) receive the mes-
sage personally, (2) reflect on our lives and identify what needs to change as a result of God’s 
Word, and (3) lay out a plan to make that change. Taking the step to application means that 
we finish our Bible study or go away from a lesson asking,

Now that I know what God wants me to do, how am I going to start doing it?
Application is the step between knowing what the Bible says and doing what it says. While 
the truths of the Bible never change, people’s life situations are different and are constantly 
changing. You must continue to study the Bible and learn the new things God wants you to 
learn. When you teach, you may be able to tell your listeners how you are applying certain 
principles from God’s Word, but at the same time you need to give them the tools and the op-
portunity to figure out how to apply the same truths of the Bible to their own life situations. 
So how do you do that? Here you will read of a Bible study system called the Pyramid. Using 
the nine sets of questions in the Pyramid, you will be able to study the Bible and then apply 
its principles more practically and thoroughly to your personal life situations.

Each step is described in detail below, followed by the questions you should ask yourself as 
you work your way over the Pyramid toward application. After the fifth point, at the top of 
the Pyramid, you will find an example of what your study might look like. Then follow points 
six through nine down the other side of the Pyramid. There is an example provided here as 
well, although these points vary greatly for each individual.

1. People
Begin by identifying the people in the passage—the figures who are actively involved. Some-
times no specific individuals or groups are named (such as when you’re reading certain sec-
tions of Proverbs or Romans), but don’t forget the author and the original audience. Note the 
people and learn something about them. (For example, if you’re reading Isaiah’s message to 
Moab, look up “Moabites” in the Master Index and read the notes listed to better understand 
the people in this passage.) You should ask,

Principles

LIFE APPLICATION PYRAMID

Point

Plot

Place

People

Present

Parallels

Priorities

Plan
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	 JAN	 1	 DAY 1	 	Genesis 1:1–2:3
	 2	 DAY 2	 	Genesis 2:15–3:24
	 3	 DAY 3	 	Genesis 4:1-16
	 4	 DAY 4	 	Genesis 6:9-22
	 5	 DAY 5	 	Genesis 7:1-24
	 6	 DAY 6	 	Genesis 8:1-22
	 7	 DAY 7	 	Genesis 9:1-17
	 8	 DAY 8	 	Genesis 11:1-9
	 9	 DAY 9	 	Genesis 12:1-9; 17:1-8
	 10	 DAY 10	 	Genesis 18:1-15
	 11	 DAY 11	 	Genesis 19:15-29
	 12	 DAY 12	 	Genesis 21:8-21
	 13	 DAY 13	 	Genesis 22:1-19
	 14	 DAY 14	 	Genesis 24:1-27
	 15	 DAY 15	 	Genesis 24:28-67
	 16	 DAY 16	 	Genesis 25:19-34
	 17	 DAY 17	 	Genesis 27:1-40
	 18	 DAY 18	 	Genesis 28:10-22
	 19	 DAY 19	 	Genesis 29:14-30
	 20	 DAY 20	 	Genesis 32:1–33:16
	 21	 DAY 21	 	Genesis 37:1-36
	 22	 DAY 22	 	Genesis 39:1-23
	 23	 DAY 23	 	Genesis 40:1-23
	 24	 DAY 24	 	Genesis 41:1-36
	 25	 DAY 25	 	Genesis 41:37-57
	 26	 DAY 26	 	Genesis 42:1-38
	 27	 DAY 27	 	Genesis 43:1-34
	 28	 DAY 28	 	Genesis 44:1-34
	 29	 DAY 29	 	Genesis 45:1-28
	 30	 DAY 30	 	Genesis 49:1-33
	 31	 DAY 31	 	Exodus 1:8–2:10

	 FEB	 1	 DAY 32	 	Exodus 2:11-25
	 2	 DAY 33	 	Exodus 3:1-22
	 3	 DAY 34	 	Exodus 4:1-17
	 4	 DAY 35	 	Exodus 5:1-23
	 5	 DAY 36	 	Exodus 6:1-13
	 6	 DAY 37	 	Exodus 7:1-14
	 7	 DAY 38	 	Exodus 7:15–9:7
	 8	 DAY 39	 	Exodus 9:8–10:29

	 9	 DAY 40	 	Exodus 11:1-10; 12:29-36
	 10	 DAY 41	 	Exodus 13:17–14:31
	 11	 DAY 42	 	Exodus 15:22-27; 17:1-7
	 12	 DAY 43	 	Exodus 16:1-36
	 13	 DAY 44	 	Exodus 18:1-27
	 14	 DAY 45	 	Exodus 19:1-25
	 15	 DAY 46	 	Exodus 20:1-22
	 16	 DAY 47	 	Exodus 32:1-29
	 17	 DAY 48	 	Exodus 40:1-38
	 18	 DAY 49	 	Numbers 12:1-16
	 19	 DAY 50	 	Numbers 13:1–14:4
	 20	 DAY 51	 	Numbers 14:5-45
	 21	 DAY 52	 	Numbers 21:4-9
	 22	 DAY 53	 	Numbers 22:5-38
	 23	 DAY 54	 	Deuteronomy 29:1-29
	 24	 DAY 55	 	Deuteronomy 30:1-20
	 25	 DAY 56	 	Deuteronomy 31:1-8
	 26	 DAY 57	 	Deuteronomy 34:1-12
	 27	 DAY 58	 	Joshua 1:1-18
	 28	 DAY 59	 	Joshua 2:1-24

	 MAR	 1	 DAY 60	 	Joshua 3:1-17
	 2	 DAY 61	 	Joshua 5:13–6:27
	 3	 DAY 62	 	Joshua 7:1-26
	 4	 DAY 63	 	Joshua 10:1-15
	 5	 DAY 64	 	Joshua 23:1-16
	 6	 DAY 65	 	Joshua 24:1-31
	 7	 DAY 66	 	Judges 4:4-24
	 8	 DAY 67	 	Judges 6:1-40
	 9	 DAY 68	 	Judges 7:1-25
	 10	 DAY 69	 	Judges 13:1-25
	 11	 DAY 70	 	Judges 14:1-20
	 12	 DAY 71	 	Judges 15:1-20
	 13	 DAY 72	 	Judges 16:1-21
	 14	 DAY 73	 	Judges 16:22-31
	 15	 DAY 74	 	Ruth 1:1-22
	 16	 DAY 75	 	Ruth 2:1-23
	 17	 DAY 76	 	Ruth 3:1-18
	 18	 DAY 77	 	Ruth 4:1-22
	 19	 DAY 78	 	1 Samuel 1:1-28

365-Day Reading Plan

THIS 365-DAY READING PLAN leads you from Genesis to Revelation in just a year. Though it 
doesn’t include every chapter and verse, it offers a complete view of Scripture and does so with-
out being overwhelming. By skipping past material that appears more than once, it gives you a 
streamlined look at the entire Bible. Take this tour of God’s Word to discover its life-changing 
wisdom and power.
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This is an index to the notes, charts, maps, and personality profiles in the Life Application 
Study Bible. Every entry concerning a note has a Bible reference and a page number; every 
entry concerning a chart, map, or personality profile has a page number. In some instances, 
a Bible reference is followed by a number in parentheses to draw attention to one note in par-
ticular on that Scripture. For example, Rv 1:1(3) means that the reader should look up the third 
note with the heading of 1:1 in Revelation. In most cases, the entries follow a biblical/canonical 
order (i.e., from Genesis to Revelation). In some cases, however, the entries follow a chrono-
logical order—this is especially true with important people in the Bible. Following the general 
index are special indexes: Index to Charts, Index to Maps, and Index to Personality Profiles. 
Because of the emphasis on application in the Life Application Study Bible, these indexes are 
helpful guides for personal and group Bible study, sermon preparation, and teaching.

A
AARON
his ordination. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Lv 8:1-36. . . . . . . . . . .217
his role as high priest. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Lv 8:12. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  218
criticized Moses for wrong reason. .  .  .  .  .  .  Nm 12:1(2). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 284
his death. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nm 20:28. . . . . . . . . 304
MAP:	 Moses Returns to Egypt. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  134
PROFILE:	 Aaron (in Ex). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  187

ABANDON
don’t give up on God when you feel  

abandoned. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Ex 2:23-25. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  129
	 1 Sm 7:2-3. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 546
why did Rehoboam abandon God?. .  .  .  .  .  2 Chr 12:1-2. .  .  .  .  .  . 902

ABEDNEGO
why he didn’t bow to the king’s idol. .  .  .  .  Dn 3:12. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1846
	 Dn 3:15. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1846
faithful regardless of his  

circumstances. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Dn 3:16-18. .  .  .  .  .  . 1846
PROFILE:	 Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego (in Dn). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1845

ABEL
significance of his murder. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gn 4:8-10 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 16
PROFILE:	 Abel (in Gn). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 19

ABIATHAR (high priest)
rewarded for his faithfulness to God  

and David. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 Sm 22:20. .  .  .  .  .  .  . 585
lost his job as high priest. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 Kgs 2:26-27 . .  .  .  . 678

ABIGAIL
prevented David’s plan of revenge . .  .  .  .  .  1 Sm 25:18-31. .  .  .  . 590
PROFILE:	 Abigail (in 1 Sm). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  591

ABIHU
what was the “different” fire he  

offered?. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Lv 10:1. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 220
PROFILE:	 Nadab & Abihu (in Lv). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  221

ABILITIES
don’t let yours diminish. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ex 28:3. . . . . . . . . . . . .179
responsibility to use them well. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Ex 35:10-19. . . . . . . .193
	 Lk 12:48. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2295

invest yours wisely. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Mt 13:12. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2104
	 Mt 25:15. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2140
	 1 Pt 4:10-11 . .  .  .  .  2862
utilize them in the church. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Acts 6:2-4. .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2452
	 Acts 6:4. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2452
	 Eph 4:4-7. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2689
PROFILE:	 Gideon (in Jgs). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 479

ABIMELEK (Gideon’s son)
selfish desires brought ruthless  

ambition. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Jgs 9:2-5. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 484
why wasn’t he punished sooner for his  

evil ways?. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Jgs 9:22-24 . .  .  .  .  .  . 486
MAP:	 Abimelek’s Fall. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 484
PROFILE:	 Abimelek (in Jgs). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 485

ABIMELEK (Philistine ruler)
why did God fault him?. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gn 20:17-18. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  50

ABIRAM
why God punished him harshly. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nm 16:26. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 296

ABISHAG
PROFILE:	 Abishag (in 1 Kgs) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  677

ABISHAI
his respect for David. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 Sm 26:5-9. .  .  .  .  .  . 593
PROFILE:	 Abishai (in 2 Sm) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  657

ABNER
key figure in northern confederacy. .  .  .  .  .  2 Sm 2:10-11. .  .  .  .  . 610
why his death upset David. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 Sm 3:29. . . . . . . . . .614
MAP:	 Joab vs. Abner. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 610
PROFILE:	 Abner (in 2 Sm). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 609

ABOMINATION
what it was. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Dn 12:11. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1872
	 Mt 24:15-16. .  .  .  .  . 2138

ABORTION
Old Testament parallel. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 Chr 28:3. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 932

ABRAHAM
the city where he grew up. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gn 11:27-28. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  30
God blesses nations through him. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gn 12:1-3. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 31

Master Index
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obeying God brought blessings. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gn 12:2. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 31
his faith tested. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gn 12:10. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  32
his half-truth was deceit. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gn 12:11-13 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  32
	 Gn 20:2. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  49
his initiative in conflict. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gn 13:5-9. . . . . . . . . . . 33
his preparation for potential conflict. .  .  .  Gn 14:14-16. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  34
his effort to help Lot. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gn 14:14-16(2). .  .  .  .  34
why God told him not to fear . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gn 15:1. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  36
his trusted servant . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gn 15:2-3. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 37
God promises him many descendants. .  .  Gn 15:5. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 37
God’s vision to him. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gn 15:17. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  38
why God made a covenant with him . .  .  .  Gn 17:2-8. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  40
God changes his name. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gn 17:5. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 41
how could he doubt God’s promises?. .  .  Gn 17:17-27. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  43
showed hospitality. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gn 18:2-5. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  43
did he change God’s mind about  

Sodom?. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gn 18:20-33. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  44
why he interceded for Sodom. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gn 18:20-33(2). .  .  .  .  45
how he affected Lot for good. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gn 19:16-29. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  47
tested by God concerning Isaac . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gn 22:1. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  52
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don’t take advantage of your position. .  .  1 Sm 2:12-36. .  .  .  .  . 536
	 Mi 2:1-2. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1961
seek places of service, not advantage. .  .  Mt 18:3-4. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2118
money changers took advantage  

of others. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Mt 21:12. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2127

ADVERSITY
see CONFLICT(S); PROBLEMS; TROUBLES

ADVICE
of parents often helpful . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gn 26:34-35. . . . . . . .67
always seek God’s. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gn 48:15 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  116
be careful about negativism in. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nm 13:32–14:4. .  .  . 288
don’t be too quick to reject it. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nm 14:6-10 . .  .  .  .  .  . 289
seek God’s even in minor issues. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Jos 9:14-17. .  .  .  .  .  .  . 425
how to carefully evaluate it. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Kgs 12:6-14. .  .  .  .  . 704
	 2 Chr 10:1-15. .  .  .  .  . 898
don’t seek God’s advice if you’re going  

to ignore it. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 Chr 18:3-8(2). .  .  .  911
test others’ advice against God’s Word. .  2 Chr 22:4-5. . . . . . .921
understand a person’s situation before  

giving it. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Jb 5:17. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1051
some need compassion more than  

advice. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Jb 6:6-7 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1052
seek it from those with more wisdom  

and experience. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Prv 6:20-23 . .  .  .  .  . 1339
	 Prv 10:20. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1347
seeking it from everyone but God. .  .  .  .  .  .  Is 30:1 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1505
love often means giving tough advice . .  Mk 10:21(2). .  .  .  .  .  2203
PROFILE:	 Absalom (in 2 Sm). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 639

ADVISERS
good leaders need and use them. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Prv 11:14. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1349
seek out reliable ones . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Prv 15:22. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1361
Herod’s faulty counsel about Jesus. .  .  .  .  .  Mt 2:4-6. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2060
PROFILE:	 Nebuchadnezzar (in Dn). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1849

AFFECTIONS
control the way we live. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Prv 4:23-27. .  .  .  .  .  . 1336

AFFIRMATION
humility is realistic affirmation. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Lk 14:11. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2300
be affirming when correcting others. .  .  .  1 Cor 1:4-6. .  .  .  .  .  . 2587
Paul always had attitude of. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 Thes 1:3-12. .  .  .  . 2749

AFFLICTION
see SUFFERING

AFRAID
see FEAR; WORRY

AGE
how did Bible people live so long? . .  .  .  .  .  Gn 5:25-27. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 19
our responsibility to honor the elderly. .  Lv 19:32. . . . . . . . . . . 240
old age not a barrier to being used  

by God. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Jos 13:1. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 433
young age not a barrier to being used  

by God. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Jn 6:8-9(2). .  .  .  .  .  . 2363
	 1 Tm 4:12. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2766
begin to obey God at a young age. .  .  .  .  .  .  2 Kgs 22:1-2. .  .  .  .  .  . 802
not a criterion for wisdom. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 Chr 34:3. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 945
elderly have great value. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Ps 92:14. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1249
	 Lk 2:36. . . . . . . . . . .2248
those older than you can give good  

advice. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Prv 6:20-23 . .  .  .  .  . 1339
seek God while still young . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Eccl 11:9-10. .  .  .  .  . 1421
	 Eccl 12:1. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1421
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Jesus began his ministry at age 30 . .  .  .  .  .  Lk 3:23. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2255
respect of elders . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Eph 6:3. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2695
dealing with a variety of ages in the  

church. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Ti 2:2-8. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2788
Bible relevant to all ages. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 Jn 2:12-14. .  .  .  .  . 2879
PROFILES:	 Timothy (in 1 Tm) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2759
	 Simeon & Anna (in Lk) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2247

AGREEMENTS
don’t break the agreement you made  

to follow God . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Dt 2:14-15. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 343
agreeing to God’s plan for us . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Jos 1:16. . . . . . . . . . . 409
aided by the Holy Spirit. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Mt 18:19-20. .  .  .  .  . 2120
CHART:	 Covenants. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 622

AGRICULTURE
devastating effects of famine . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gn 41:54 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  103

AGRIPPA, HEROD
see HEROD AGRIPPA I or HEROD AGRIPPA II

AHAB (king of Israel)
his strength no match for God. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 Kgs 17:1(2). .  .  .  .  .  .  717
a pouter. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 Kgs 21:4 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  730
lessons from his repentance . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 Kgs 21:29. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  732
couldn’t escape God’s judgment . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 Kgs 22:31-34. .  .  .  735
his death. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 Kgs 22:35. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  736
MAPS:	 The Showdown at Carmel. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 720
	 God Delivers Ahab. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  727
PROFILE:	 Ahab (in 1 Kgs). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  725

AHAZ (king of Judah)
made wrong alliance with Assyria . .  .  .  .  .  .  2 Kgs 16:5-9. .  .  .  .  .  . 784
	 Is 7:8. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1460
relied more on money than on God. .  .  .  .  2 Kgs 16:10. .  .  .  .  .  .  . 784
PROFILE:	 Ahaz (in 2 Chr). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .931

AHIJAH
predicted the divided kingdom. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 Kgs 11:29-39. .  .  .  703
	 2 Chr 10:2-3. .  .  .  .  .  . 898

AHIMELEK (high priest)
broke law to meet David’s needs . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 Sm 21:1-6. .  .  .  .  .  .  . 582

AHITHOPHEL (Absalom’s adviser)
gave Absalom foolish advice. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 Sm 16:23. .  .  .  .  .  .  . 645

AI
lessons Joshua learned from  

unsuccessful attack on. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Jos 8:1. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 422
MAP:	 The Battle for Ai. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 423

ALCOHOL
see DRINKING

ALLEGIANCE
see LOYALTY

ALLIANCES
can lead to compromise. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nm 25:1 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  315
how enemy alliance benefited  

Joshua. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Jos 10:5-8. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 426
with those who follow God . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Jgs 8:5-9. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 482
marital alliances brought Solomon’s  

downfall. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 Kgs 3:1. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 679
dangerous with unbelievers. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 Chr 18:1 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 910
Ahaz’s alliance with Assyria. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Kgs 16:5-9. .  .  .  .  .  . 784
what to ask before entering into. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 Chr 20:37. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  919
CHART:	 Alliances Today. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1486

ALONE
when Jesus sought solitude. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Mt 14:13-14 . .  .  .  .  . 2108
important priority of Jesus. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Mt 14:23. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2109
	 Lk 5:16. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2261

ALTARS
explanation of. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gn 12:7. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 31
why Abraham built them to God. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gn 12:7. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 31
why God gave specific directions for  

building them. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Ex 20:24-26. .  .  .  .  .  .  167
significance of the holy fire . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Lv 6:12-13 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  214
removing pagan “altars” from  

our lives. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dt 12:2-3 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 363
a priority for returned exiles. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Ezr 3:2-3. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 962
	 Ezr 3:5. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 962

AMALEKITES
who they were. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Ex 17:8. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 160
	 2 Sm 1:13(1). .  .  .  .  .  . 606
why God ordered destruction of. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 Sm 15:2-3. .  .  .  .  .  .  . 566

AMBITION
was Korah’s undoing. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nm 16:8-10 . .  .  .  .  .  . 294
inappropriate ambition is greed in  

disguise. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nm 16:8-10 . .  .  .  .  .  . 294
shouldn’t be motivated by selfishness. . .Jgs 9:2-5. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 484
controlling it. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 Sm 5:12. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  617
Jesus exposed political ambitions  

of religious leaders . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Jn 18:13. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2405
when ambition is appropriate. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Mk 9:34. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2199
PROFILE:	 Herod (in Mt). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2061

AMILLENNIALISM
explanation of. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Rv 20:2-4. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2946

AMMONITES
how they began. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gn 19:37-38. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  49
powerful enemy of Israel. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Jgs 10:17-18. .  .  .  .  .  . 490
defeated by David. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 Chr 19:1. . . . . . . . . 856
MAPS:	 Saul Defeats the Ammonites. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 556
	 David and the Ammonites . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  627

AMNON
took poor advice. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 Sm 13:3-5 . .  .  .  .  .  . 634
confused love with lust. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 Sm 13:14-15. .  .  .  . 634
PROFILE:	 Amnon (in 2 Sm) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 635

AMORITES
why God punished them . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gn 15:16. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 37

AMOS
MAP:	 Setting of Amos. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1922
CHARTS:	 Amos. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1923
	 Amos’s Visions . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1935

ANAKITES
used their stature for bad, not good. .  .  .  .  Dt 9:2-3. . . . . . . . . . . 358

ANANIAS (disciple)
assumed Paul could not become  

a Christian. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Acts 9:13-14. .  .  .  .  2464
showed love to Paul despite his  

feelings. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Acts 9:17. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2464
PROFILE:	 Ananias (in Acts). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2465

ANANIAS (high priest)
assumed Paul was guilty. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Acts 23:2-5. .  .  .  .  .  . 2521

ANANIAS AND SAPPHIRA
why God punished them so harshly. .  .  .  .  Acts 5:11. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2449
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ANCESTORS
as they relate to genealogies. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gn 5:1-32. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 18
	 Mt 1:1-17(1). .  .  .  .  .  2055
	 Mt 1:1-17(2). .  .  .  .  .  2055
	 Mt 1:16. . . . . . . . . . .2056
	 Mt 1:17. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2056
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who he was. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Jgs 6:11. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  475

ANGEL(S)
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	 Christ and the Angels. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2801

ANGER
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using it constructively. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 Sm 11:6. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  557
	 Mk 3:5. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2172
	 Eph 4:26-27. .  .  .  .  2692
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takes our focus off God. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Ps 37:8-9. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1168
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variety placed on Noah’s ark. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gn 7:2-3. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22
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	 Rv 13:3-10. .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2932
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Paul’s authority as. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 Cor 9:1. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2605

APPEARANCES
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The personality profiles are listed in alphabetical order. The name of the book where the 
profile appears is also noted.

Aaron (Exodus) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 187
Abel (Genesis) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 19
Abigail (1 Samuel). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 591
Abimelek (Judges) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  485
Abishag (1 Kings). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 677
Abishai (2 Samuel). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  657
Abner (2 Samuel). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  609
Abraham (Genesis). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 35
Absalom (2 Samuel). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  639
Adam (Genesis). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13
Ahab (1 Kings) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 725
Ahaz (2 Chronicles) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 931
Amnon (2 Samuel). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  635
Ananias (Acts). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2465
Andrew (Jesus’ Disciple) (Mark). .  .  .  .  2165
Apollos (Acts). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2511
Aquila & Priscilla (Acts) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2507
Asa (2 Chronicles). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  907
Athaliah (2 Kings). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 775
Balaam (Numbers). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .309
Barnabas (Acts). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2485
Bathsheba (1 Kings). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 673
Benaiah (1 Kings). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  681
Boaz (Ruth) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  523
Caiaphas (John). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2383
Cain (Genesis) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21
Caleb (Numbers) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  287
Cornelius (Acts). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2471
Daniel (Daniel). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1843
David (1 Samuel) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 577
David’s Mighty Men (2 Samuel). . . . . . .663
Deborah (Judges). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 473
Delilah (Judges). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  503
Dinah (Genesis). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 85
Dorcas (Acts). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2469
Ebed-Melek (Jeremiah). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1683
Ehud (Judges). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  465
Eleazar (Numbers). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  303
Eli (1 Samuel) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  539
Elijah (1 Kings). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 721
Eliphaz, Bildad & Zophar (Job). .  .  .  .  .  1057
Elisha (2 Kings) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 753
Elizabeth (Luke) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2243
Elkanah & Peninnah (1 Samuel) . .  .  .  .  .  . 533
Esau (Genesis). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 63
Esther (Esther). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1027
Eve (Genesis) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17
Ezekiel (Ezekiel) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1743
Ezra (Ezra). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 973
Gehazi (2 Kings). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 761
Gideon (Judges). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  479

Goliath (1 Samuel). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 573
Gomer (Hosea) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1881
Hagar (Genesis). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 57
Haman (Esther). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1031
Hannah (1 Samuel). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 535
Herod (Matthew). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2061
Herod Agrippa I (Acts). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2477
Herod Agrippa II (Acts). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2527
Herod Antipas (Mark) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2187
Hezekiah (2 Kings) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 793
Hiram (King of Tyre) (1 Kings). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  697
Isaac (Genesis). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 55
Isaiah (Isaiah). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1459
Ish-Bosheth (2 Samuel). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 615
Ishmael (Genesis) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 41
Jacob (Genesis) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 65
Jairus (Mark). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2181
James (Jesus’ Disciple) (Luke). .  .  .  .  .  .  2279
Jehoshaphat (2 Chronicles). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 911
Jehu (2 Kings) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  769
Jephthah (Judges). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  491
Jeremiah (Jeremiah). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1595
Jeroboam (1 Kings). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  709
Jethro (Exodus). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 163
Jezebel (1 Kings) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  729
Joab (2 Samuel). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 651
Joash (2 Chronicles). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  925
Job (Job). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1047
John (Jesus’ Disciple) (John). .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2393
John Mark (Acts) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2495
John the Baptist (John). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2345
Jonah (Jonah). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1951
Jonathan (1 Samuel). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 581
Joseph (Genesis). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 93
Joseph (Matthew). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2057
Joseph of Arimathea (Luke) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2333
Joshua (Joshua). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 411
Josiah (2 Kings). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  805
Judah (Genesis) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  109
Judas Iscariot (Jesus’ Disciple)  

(Mark) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2219
Korah (Numbers). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  295
Laban (Genesis). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 79
Lazarus (John). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2381
Leah (Genesis). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 83
Lot (Genesis). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 43
Luke (Acts). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2503
Lydia (Acts). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2499
Manasseh (2 Chronicles). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  945
Martha (Lazarus’s Sister) (Luke) . .  .  .  . 2285
Mary (Jesus’ Mother) (Luke). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2253

Mary (Lazarus’s Sister)  
(Matthew). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2145

Mary Magdalene (John). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2411
Matthew (Jesus’ Disciple)  

(Matthew). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2089
Melchizedek (Genesis). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 39
Micaiah (1 Kings) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 733
Michal (2 Samuel) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 621
Miriam (Numbers). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  285
Mordecai (Esther) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1023
Moses (Exodus). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 153
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A
ABANDON(ED) ​​ to withdraw one’s 
protection, support, or help; to forsake
he will not a or destroy you . . . Dt 4:31
and will not a my people Israel. . . . 

1 Kgs 6:13
compassion you did not a them . . . 

Neh 9:19
not a me to the realm of the dead, . . . 

Ps 16:10
not a me to the realm of the dead, . . . 

Acts 2:27
persecuted, but not a; struck down, . . . 

2 Cor 4:9
in later times some will a the faith . . . 

1 Tm 4:1

ABBA ​​ Aramaic for “daddy”; see FATHER
“A, Father,” he said, “everything is . . . 

Mk 14:36
And by him we cry, “A, Father.” . . . 

Rom 8:15
the Spirit who calls out, “A, Father . . . 

Gal 4:6

ABHOR(S) ​​ to detest or loathe; see HATE
of your idols, and I will a you. . . . 

Lv 26:30
I a the assembly of evildoers . . . Ps 26:5
and a those who are in rebellion against 

you . . . Ps 139:21
I a the pride of Jacob . . . Am 6:8
You who a idols, do you rob . . . 

Rom 2:22

ABILITY, ABLE ​​ marked by power, 
intelligence, competence, skill, 
giftedness
The LORD was not a . . . Nm 14:16
for it is he who gives you the a . . . 

Dt 8:18
that we should be a to give . . . 

1 Chr 29:14
who is a to build a temple for him, . . . 

2 Chr 2:6
According to their a they gave . . . 

Ezr 2:69
and gold will not be a to deliver  

them . . . Ezk 7:19
the God we serve is a to save us . . . 

Dn 3:17
walk in pride he is a to humble. . . . 

Dn 4:37
Do you believe that I am a . . . Mt 9:28

one bag, each according to his a. . . . 
Mt 25:15

will try to enter and will not be a to . . . 
Lk 13:24

to build and wasn’t a to finish. . . . 
Lk 14:30

none of your adversaries will be a . . . 
Lk 21:15

disciples, as each one was a, . . . 
Acts 11:29

will be a to separate us . . . Rom 8:39
for the Lord is a to make them stand . . . 

Rom 14:4
to him who is a to establish you . . . 

Rom 16:25
far beyond our a to endure, . . . 2 Cor 1:8
were able, and even beyond their a. . . . 

2 Cor 8:3
God is a to bless you abundantly, . . . 

2 Cor 9:8
him who is a to do immeasurably . . . 

Eph 3:20
you may be a to stand your ground, . . . 

Eph 6:13
respectable, hospitable, a to teach, . . . 

1 Tm 3:2
and am convinced that he is a . . . 

2 Tm 1:12
he is a to help those who are being . . . 

Heb 2:18
he is a to save completely . . . Heb 7:25
To him who is a to keep you . . . 

Jude 1:24
He is a to open the scroll . . . Rv 5:5

ABOLISH(ED)(ING) ​​ to do away with; 
to destroy completely
I will a from the land, . . . Hos 2:18
that I have come to a the Law . . . Mt 5:17
the offense of the cross has been a. . . . 

Gal 5:11

ABOMINATION ​​ anything extremely 
repulsive to God
set up the a that causes desolation. . . . 

Dn 11:31
a that causes desolation is set up, . . . 

Dn 12:11
the holy place ‘the a that causes . . . 

Mt 24:15
you see ‘the a that causes . . . Mk 13:14

ABOUND(ING) ​​ to have more than 
enough
slow to anger, a in love . . . Ex 34:6
a in love and forgiving sin . . . Nm 14:18

slow to anger and a in love. . . . Neh 9:17
a in love to all who call to you. . . . 

Ps 86:5
slow to anger, a in love . . . Ps 86:15
slow to anger and a in love, . . . Jl 2:13
slow to anger and a in love, . . . Jon 4:2
that your love may a more . . . Phil 1:9

ABSTAIN(S) ​​ to refrain from something 
by one’s own choice
they must a from wine and other . . . 

Nm 6:3
them to a from food polluted . . . 

Acts 15:20
thanks to God; and whoever a . . . 

Rom 14:6
to a from sinful desires, . . . 1 Pt 2:11

ABUNDANCE, ABUNDANT ​​ great or 
plentiful amount
Seven years of great a are coming . . . 

Gn 41:29
will grant you a prosperity . . . Dt 28:11
and a showers fall on mankind. . . . 

Jb 36:28
but you brought us to a place of a. . . . 

Ps 66:12
You gave a showers, O God; . . . Ps 68:9
gave them water as a as the seas; . . . 

Ps 78:15
I will bless her with a provisions; . . . 

Ps 132:15
They celebrate your a goodness . . . 

Ps 145:7
work their land will have a food, . . . 

Prv 12:11
their a permits them no sleep . . . 

Eccl 5:12
and delight in her overflowing a. . . . 

Is 66:11
given more, and they will have an a. . . . 

Mt 13:12
consist in an a of possessions. . . . 

Lk 12:15
who receive God’s a provision . . . 

Rom 5:17
Grace and peace be yours in a. . . . 

1 Pt 1:2
yours in a through the knowledge . . . 

2 Pt 1:2
peace and love be yours in a. . . . 

Jude 1:2

ACCEPT(ABLE)(ANCE)(ED)(S) ​​ to receive 
or approve with favor
will you not be a? But if you do not . . . 

Gn 4:7
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Do not a a bribe, . . . Ex 23:8
and I will a his prayer and not deal . . . 

Jb 42:8
the LORD a my prayer. . . . Ps 6:9
The wise in heart a commands, . . . 

Prv 10:8
Listen to advice and a discipline, . . . 

Prv 19:20
is more a to the LORD . . . Prv 21:3
no prophet is a in his hometown. . . . 

Lk 4:24
whoever a anyone I send a me; . . . 

Jn 13:20
what will their a be but life . . . Rom 11:15
A one another, then, just . . . Rom 15:7
you a gospel other than what you a, . . . 

Gal 1:9
humbly a the word planted in you, . . . 

Jas 1:21

ACCESS ​​ the right to enter or approach
through whom we have gained a . . . 

Rom 5:2
For through him we both have a . . . 

Eph 2:18

ACCOUNT ​​ description of facts or 
events; a report
to give a on the day of judgment . . . 

Mt 12:36
each of us will give an a of ourselves . . . 

Rom 14:12
of him to whom we must give a. . . . 

Heb 4:13

ACCOUNTABLE ​​ to be held responsible
and I will hold you a for their blood. . . . 

Ezk 3:18
but I will hold the watchman a . . . 

Ezk 33:6
and will hold them a for my flock. . . . 

Ezk 34:10
Do not hold us a for killing . . . Jon 1:14
and the whole world held a to God. . . . 

Rom 3:19

ACCUSATION(S) ​​ a charge of 
wrongdoing
Do not entertain an a . . . 1 Tm 5:19

ACCUSE(S), ACCUSING ​​ to charge with 
wrongdoing
Let him who a God answer him! . . . 

Jb 40:2
Do not a anyone for no reason . . . 

Prv 3:30
and don’t a people falsely . . . Lk 3:14
and their thoughts sometimes a . . . 

Rom 2:15
who a them before our God day . . . 

Rv 12:10

ACCUSER ​​ one who makes a charge of 
wrongdoing
Your a is Moses, on whom your . . . 

Jn 5:45
For the a of our brothers, . . . Rv 12:10

ACKNOWLEDGE(D)(S) ​​ to express 
gratitude for; to recognize as being  
valid or having power; to confess
for he a my name. . . . Ps 91:14
Only a your guilt . . . Jer 3:13
let us press on to a him. . . . Hos 6:3
Whoever a me before others, . . . 

Mt 10:32
a before my Father in heaven. . . . 

Mt 10:32
a that God’s way was right, . . . Lk 7:29
publicly a me before others, . . .  

Lk 12:8
whoever a the Son has the Father . . . 

1 Jn 2:23
Every spirit that a that Jesus Christ . . . 

1 Jn 4:2
If anyone a that Jesus is the Son . . . 

1 Jn 4:15

ACT(S), ACTION(S) ​​ deed; the process 
of doing
tell of all his wonderful a. . . . 1 Chr 16:9
proclaim your mighty a, . . . Ps 71:16
tell of all his wonderful a. . . . Ps 105:2
Who can proclaim the mighty a . . . 

Ps 106:2
It is time for you to a, LORD; . . . 

Ps 119:126
they tell of your mighty a. . . . Ps 145:4
Praise him for his a of power; . . . 

Ps 150:2
all our righteous a are like filthy . . . 

Is 64:6
has stirred most of them to a. . . . 

2 Cor 9:2
Each one should test their own a. . . . 

Gal 6:4
but by their a they deny him. . . . Ti 1:16
if it is not accompanied by a, . . . Jas 2:17

ADMONISH(ING) ​​ to warn or give advice
a and teaching everyone . . . Col 1:28
and a one another with all wisdom, . . . 

Col 3:16
you in the Lord and who a you. . . . 

1 Thes 5:12

ADOPTED, ADOPTION ​​ to take 
another’s child into one’s own family
as we wait eagerly for our a to 

sonship, . . . Rom 8:23
Theirs is the a to sonship; theirs . . . 

Rom 9:4
he predestined us for a to sonship . . . 

Eph 1:5

ADULTERER(S), ADULTERESS ​​ one who 
commits adultery
both the a and the adulteress are . . . 

Lv 20:10
she is loved by another man and is an 

a. . . . Hos 3:1
idolaters nor a nor men who have . . . 

1 Cor 6:9
God will judge the a . . . Heb 13:4

ADULTEROUS ​​ given to physical or 
spiritual adultery
in this a and sinful generation, . . . 

Mk 8:38
You a people, don’t you know that . . . 

Jas 4:4

ADULTERY ​​ voluntary sexual intercourse 
between a married person and someone 
other than the lawful spouse; symbolic 
of idolatry
You shall not commit a. . . . Ex 20:14
that it was said, ‘You shall not commit 

a.’ . . . Mt 5:27
lustfully has already committed a . . . 

Mt 5:28
a divorced woman commits a. . . . 

Mt 5:32
murder, a, sexual immorality, theft . . . 

Mt 15:19
marries another woman commits a . . . 

Mt 19:9
You shall not commit a, you shall not 

steal, . . . Mt 19:18
woman was caught in the act of a. . . . 

Jn 8:4
of the earth committed a with her, . . . 

Rv 18:3

AFFLICT(ED) ​​ to oppress, trouble, 
mistreat; to bring low
and a Job with painful sores . . . Jb 2:7
but gives the a their rights. . . . Jb 36:6
he does not ignore the cries of the a. . . . 

Ps 9:12
Before I was a I went astray, . . .  

Ps 119:67
and that in faithfulness you have a 

me. . . . Ps 119:75
will have compassion on his a ones. . . .  

Is 49:13
stricken by him, and a. . . . Is 53:4

AFFLICTION(S) ​​ great suffering that 
produces sorrow
bread of a, because you left Egypt . . . 

Dt 16:3
he lifted the needy out of their a . . . 

Ps 107:41
of adversity and the water of a, . . . 

Is 30:20
in the furnace of a. . . . Is 48:10
For he does not willingly bring a . . . 

Lam 3:33
patient in a, faithful in prayer. . . . 

Rom 12:12
lacking in regard to Christ’s a, . . . 

Col 1:24

AFRAID ​​ to be fearful or apprehensive 
about an unwanted or uncertain 
situation; see FEAR
and I was a because I was naked; . . . 

Gn 3:10
Do not be a, for I am with you; . . . 

Gn 26:24
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Then Moses was a and thought, . . . 
Ex 2:14

because he was a to look at God. . . . 
Ex 3:6

Do not be a; do not be discouraged . . . 
Dt 1:21

Do not be fainthearted or a; . . .  
Dt 20:3

of whom shall I be a? . . . Ps 27:1
When I am a, I put my trust in you. . . . 

Ps 56:3
in God I trust and am not a. . . . Ps 56:4
lie down, you will not be a; . . . Prv 3:24
I will trust and not be a. . . . Is 12:2
Do not tremble, do not be a. . . . Is 44:8
Do not be a of them, for I am . . . Jer 1:8
You of little faith, why are you so a . . . 

Mt 8:26
be a of the One who can destroy . . . 

Mt 10:28
So don’t be a; you are worth more . . . 

Mt 10:31
Don’t be a; just believe. . . . Mk 5:36
they were a as they entered . . . Lk 9:34
hearts be troubled and do not be a. . . . 

Jn 14:27
beside me and said, ‘Do not be a, . . . 

Acts 27:24
Lord is my helper; I will not be a. . . . 

Heb 13:6

AGE(S) ​​ long period of time; a measure 
of history or culture
the mystery hidden for long a past, . . . 

Rom 16:25
that in the coming a he might show . . . 

Eph 2:7
which for a past was kept hidden . . . 

Eph 3:9
that has been kept hidden for a . . . 

Col 1:26

AGED ​​ having lived a long time; old
Is not wisdom found among the a? . . . 

Jb 12:12
children are a crown to the a, . . . 

Prv 17:6

ALIENATED ​​ made enemies of; caused 
to turn away; estranged
by the law have been a from Christ; . . . 

Gal 5:4
Once you were a from God . . . Col 1:21

ALIVE ​​ having life; active; aware
LORD brings death and makes a; . . . 

1 Sm 2:6
vision of angels, who said he was a. . . . 

Lk 24:23
convincing proofs that he was a. . . . 

Acts 1:3
but a to God in Christ Jesus. . . . 

Rom 6:11
so in Christ all will be made a. . . . 

1 Cor 15:22
made us a with Christ . . . Eph 2:5

ALPHA ​ first letter of Greek alphabet; 
figurative of beginning or first one
I am the A and the Omega, . . . Rv 1:8
I am the A and the Omega, . . . Rv 21:6
I am the A and the Omega, . . . Rv 22:13

ALTAR ​ place of worship where 
sacrifices are offered or incense burned
Then Noah built an a to the LORD . . . 

Gn 8:20
So he built an a there to the LORD . . . 

Gn 12:7
There he built an a to the LORD . . . 

Gn 13:18
Abraham built an a there . . . Gn 22:9
Isaac built an a there and called . . . 

Gn 26:25
and build an a there to God, . . . Gn 35:1
Moses built an a and called it . . . Ex 17:15
Build an a of acacia wood, . . . Ex 27:1
Make an a of acacia wood . . . Ex 30:1
They made the a of incense out . . . 

Ex 37:25
an a to the LORD your God, an a . . . 

Dt 27:5
on Mount Ebal an a to the LORD, . . . 

Jos 8:30
built an imposing a there . . . Jos 22:10
So Gideon built an a to the LORD . . . 

Jgs 6:24
the next day the people built an a . . . 

Jgs 21:4
he built an a there to the LORD. . . . 

1 Sm 7:17
Then Saul built an a to the LORD; . . . 

1 Sm 14:35
David built an a to the LORD . . . 

2 Sm 24:25
sacrifices on the a he had built . . . 

1 Kgs 12:33
A, a! This is what the LORD . . . 1 Kgs 13:2
He set up an a for Baal . . . 1 Kgs 16:32
he repaired the a of the LORD . . . 

1 Kgs 18:30
So Uriah the priest built an a . . . 

2 Kgs 16:11
David built an a to the LORD . . . 

1 Chr 21:26
made a bronze a twenty cubits . . . 

2 Chr 4:1
the golden a; the tables . . . 2 Chr 4:19
He repaired the a of the LORD . . . 

2 Chr 15:8
You must worship before one a . . . 

2 Chr 32:12
he restored the a of the LORD . . . 

2 Chr 33:16
to build the a of the God of Israel . . . 

Ezr 3:2
taken with tongs from the a. . . . Is 6:6
the a was in front of the temple. . . . 

Ezk 40:47
if you are offering your gift at the a . . . 

Mt 5:23
found an a with this inscription: . . . 

Acts 17:23

We have an a from which those . . . 
Heb 13:10

I saw under the a the souls . . . Rv 6:9

AMBASSADOR(S) ​ representative; 
spokesperson
We are therefore Christ’s a, . . . 

2 Cor 5:20
for which I am an a in chains. . . . 

Eph 6:20

AMBITION ​ aspiration to achieve a 
particular goal, good or bad
It has always been my a . . . Rom 15:20
fits of rage, selfish a, dissensions, . . . 

Gal 5:20
preach Christ out of selfish a, . . . 

Phil 1:17
Do nothing out of selfish a . . . Phil 2:3
make it your a to lead a quiet life: . . . 

1 Thes 4:11
and selfish a in your hearts, . . . Jas 3:14
where you have envy and selfish a, . . . 

Jas 3:16

ANGEL(S) ​ spiritual being; messenger  
of God
The a of the LORD found Hagar . . . 

Gn 16:7
But the a of the LORD called out . . . 

Gn 22:11
I am sending an a ahead of you . . . 

Ex 23:20
When the donkey saw the a . . . Nm 22:23
The a of the LORD went up . . . Jgs 2:1
Gideon realized that it was the a . . . 

Jgs 6:22
Manoah said to the a of the LORD . . . 

Jgs 13:15
The a of the LORD was then . . . 

2 Sm 24:16
The a of the LORD came back . . . 

1 Kgs 19:7
That night the a of the LORD went . . . 

2 Kgs 19:35
The a of the LORD encamps . . . Ps 34:7
command his a concerning you . . . 

Ps 91:11
He struggled with the a . . . Hos 12:4
an a of the Lord appeared . . . Mt 2:13
command his a concerning you, . . . 

Mt 4:6
of the age, and the harvesters are a. . . . 

Mt 13:39
The a will come and separate . . . 

Mt 13:49
For I tell you that their a . . . Mt 18:10
prepared for the devil and his a. . . . 

Mt 25:41
for an a of the Lord came . . . Mt 28:2
God sent the a Gabriel . . . Lk 1:26
An a of the Lord appeared to them, . . . 

Lk 2:9
command his a concerning you . . . 

Lk 4:10
for they are like the a. . . . Lk 20:36
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An a from heaven appeared to him . . . 
Lk 22:43

his face was like the face of an a. . . . 
Acts 6:15

Suddenly an a of the Lord . . . Acts 12:7
you not know that we will judge a? . . . 

1 Cor 6:3
in the tongues of men or of a, . . . 

1 Cor 13:1
Satan himself masquerades as an a . . . 

2 Cor 11:14
or an a from heaven should preach . . . 

Gal 1:8
and the worship of a disqualify you . . . 

Col 2:18
as much superior to the a . . . Heb 1:4
Let all God’s a worship him. . . . Heb 1:6
Are not all a ministering spirits . . . 

Heb 1:14
made them a little lower than the a; . . . 

Heb 2:7
people have shown hospitality to a . . . 

Heb 13:2
Even a long to look . . . 1 Pt 1:12
For if God did not spare a . . . 2 Pt 2:4
a who did not keep their positions . . . 

Jude 1:6

ANGER, ANGRY ​ strong feeling of 
displeasure or hostility
You unleashed your burning a; . . . 

Ex 15:7
My a will be aroused, and I will kill . . . 

Ex 22:24
alone so that my a may burn . . . Ex 32:10
Turn from your fierce a; relent . . . 

Ex 32:12
his a burned and he threw . . . Ex 32:19
slow to a, abounding in love . . . Ex 34:6
then in my a I will be hostile . . . Lv 26:28
slow to a, abounding in love . . . 

Nm 14:18
has turned my a away . . . Nm 25:11
LORD’s a was aroused that day . . . 

Nm 32:10
feared the a and wrath . . . Dt 9:19
In furious a and in great wrath . . . 

Dt 29:28
Burning with a, he returned . . . Jgs 14:19
David burned with a . . . 2 Sm 12:5
Great is the LORD’s a that burns . . . 

2 Kgs 22:13
slow to a and abounding in love. . . . 

Neh 9:17
Kiss the son, or he will be a . . . Ps 2:12
For his a lasts only a moment, . . . Ps 30:5
Time after time he restrained his a . . . 

Ps 78:38
slow to a, abounding in love . . . Ps 86:15
We are consumed by your a . . . Ps 90:7
For forty years I was a . . . Ps 95:10
slow to a, abounding in love. . . .  

Ps 103:8
a harsh word stirs up a. . . . Prv 15:1
An a person stirs up conflict, . . . 

Prv 29:22

so stirring up a produces strife. . . . 
Prv 30:33

slow to a and abounding in love, . . . 
Jon 4:2

But I tell you that anyone who is a . . . 
Mt 5:22

“In your a do not sin”: Do not let . . . 
Eph 4:26

slow to speak and slow to become a . . . 
Jas 1:19

human a does not produce. . . Jas 1:20

ANGUISH ​ great pain or suffering
Oh, my a, my a! . . . Jer 4:19
a day of distress and a, . . . Zep 1:15
nations will be in a and perplexity . . . 

Lk 21:25
in a, he prayed more earnestly, . . . 

Lk 22:44
and unceasing a in my heart. . . . Rom 9:2

ANOINT(ED)(ING) ​ to pour oil upon; 
used for healing or consecration to 
sacred duty; used for burial; figurative 
for divine appointment; see OIL
use it to a the tent of meeting, . . . 

Ex 30:26
A Aaron and his sons . . . Ex 30:30
some of the a oil on Aaron’s head . . . 

Lv 8:12
A him ruler over my people Israel . . . 

1 Sm 9:16
to a you king over his people Israel; . . . 

1 Sm 15:1
what the LORD says: I a you king . . . 

2 Kgs 9:3
Do not touch my a ones; . . . 1 Chr 16:22
a him before the LORD to be ruler . . . 

1 Chr 29:22
You a my head with oil; . . . Ps 23:5
by a you with the oil of joy. . . . Ps 45:7
Do not touch my a ones; . . . Ps 105:15
because the LORD has a me . . . Is 61:1
prophecy and to a the Most Holy. . . . 

Dn 9:24
the A One will be put to . . . Dn 9:26
because he has a me . . . Lk 4:18
how God a Jesus of Nazareth . . . 

Acts 10:38
by a you with the oil of joy. . . . Heb 1:9
and a them with oil in the name . . . 

Jas 5:14
you have an a from the Holy One, . . . 

1 Jn 2:20

ANTICHRIST ​ opponent of Christ; the 
personification of evil
have heard that the a is coming, . . . 

1 Jn 2:18
such a person is the a . . . 1 Jn 2:22
of the a, which you have heard is . . . 

1 Jn 4:3
person is the deceiver and the a. . . . 

2 Jn 1:7

ANXIETY, ANXIOUS ​ uneasiness; fearful 
or worried

A weighs down the heart, . . . Prv 12:25
drunkenness and the a of life, . . . 

Lk 21:34
Do not be a about anything, . . . Phil 4:6
Cast all your a on him . . . 1 Pt 5:7

APOSTLE(S) ​ messenger or “sent one”; 
generally but not exclusively applied to 
the original 12 disciples of Christ and 
to Paul
I will send them prophets and a, . . . 

Lk 11:49
so he was added to the eleven a. . . . 

Acts 1:26
signs performed by the a. . . . Acts 2:43
as I am the a to the Gentiles, . . . 

Rom 11:13
Am I not an a? Have I not seen . . . 

1 Cor 9:1
God has placed in the church first of all 

a, . . . 1 Cor 12:28
For I am the least of the a . . . 1 Cor 15:9
masquerading as a of Christ. . . . 

2 Cor 11:13
the marks of a true a, . . . 2 Cor 12:12
Peter as an a to the circumcised, . . . 

Gal 2:8
built on the foundation of the a . . . 

Eph 2:20
So Christ himself gave the a, . . . Eph 4:11
was appointed a herald and an a . . . 

1 Tm 2:7
I was appointed a herald and an a . . . 

2 Tm 1:11
as our a and high priest. . . . Heb 3:1
names of the twelve a of the Lamb. . . . 

Rv 21:14

APPEAR(ED)(ING)(S) ​ to come into sight 
or public view
to one place, and let dry ground a. . . . 

Gn 1:9
I will a in the cloud over the 

atonement . . . Lv 16:2
glory of the LORD a at the tent . . . 

Nm 14:10
Who can stand when he a? . . . Mal 3:2
an angel of the Lord a to him . . . Mt 1:20
will a the sign of the Son of Man . . . 

Mt 24:30
false prophets will a and perform . . . 

Mk 13:22
An angel of the Lord a to them, . . . 

Lk 2:9
of God was going to a at once. . . . 

Lk 19:11
and that he a to Cephas, . . . 1 Cor 15:5
we must all a before the judgment . . . 

2 Cor 5:10
When Christ, who is your life, a, . . . 

Col 3:4
until the a of our Lord Jesus Christ, . . . 

1 Tm 6:14
through the a of our Savior, . . . 2 Tm 1:10
to all who have longed for his a. . . . 

2 Tm 4:8
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