T h e B i g B o ok of Bi b l e Q u es t i o n s

The Big Book of Bible Questions
Amy Parker and Doug Powell
{insert Tyndale Kids logo}
Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.
Carol Stream, Illinois

Tyndale House Publishers
Carol Stream, Illinois

Visit Tyndale’s website for kids at tyndale.com/kids.
Visit Amy Parker online at amyparkerbooks.com.
Visit Doug Powell online at dougpowell.com.
TYNDALE is a registered trademark of Tyndale House Publishers. The Tyndale Kids logo is a trademark of Tyndale
House Publishers.
The Big Book of Bible Questions
Copyright © 2019 by Amy Parker and Doug Powell. All rights reserved.
Illustrations by Annabel Tempest. Copyright © Tyndale House Publishers. All rights reserved.
Collages created by Julie Chen
Cover photographs are from Shutterstock and are the property of their respective copyright holders, and all rights are
reserved. Stars © vovan; wheat © omphoto; fruit © Nitr; lovebird © Rosa Jay; calathea © Dewin Indew; python ©
Eric Isselee; fishnet © pterwort; scroll © adike; tilapia © Lotus Images; books stacked © TanaCh; purple butterfly ©
ArtisticPhoto; cattail reeds © Artiste2d3d; sea © Nataliia Ku; green butterfly © Super Prin; camel © konradrza; treasure
chest © Kamira; telescope © Triff; frog © Dirk Ercken; weevil © Alexey Protasov; frame © gillmar; insect © Kletr;
chameleon © Lukas Gojda; red book © JasminkaM; fig © Jiri Hera; parrot © Nejron Photo; giraffe © Vaclav Volrab.
Designed by Julie Chen
Edited by Sarah Rubio
Published in association with the literary agency of Brentwood Studios, 1550 McEwen, Suite 300 PNB 17, Franklin,
TN 37067.
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation,
copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers,
Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.
Scripture quotations marked KJV are taken from the Holy Bible, King James Version.

®

Scripture quotations marked NASB are taken from the New American Standard Bible, copyright © 1960, 1962,
1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.
For manufacturing information regarding this product, please call 1-800-323-9400.
For information about special discounts for bulk purchases, please contact Tyndale House Publishers at
csresponse@tyndale.com, or call 1-800-323-9400.
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Parker, Amy, date- author. | Powell, Doug (Douglas William), date- author.
Title: The big book of Bible questions / Amy Parker and Doug Powell.
Description: Carol Stream, Illinois : Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., [2019]
Identifiers: LCCN 2018044547 | ISBN 9781496435248 (hc)
Subjects: LCSH: Bible—Introductions—Juvenile literature. | Bible—Miscellanea—Juvenile literature.
Classification: LCC BS539 .P37 2019 | DDC 220.6/1—dc23 LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2018044547
Printed in China
26
7

25
6

24
5

23
4

22
3

21
2

20
1

Contents
		
A Letter to Readers

ix

God, Faith, and the Bible

		
1.

Why Do We Have the Bible? Who Wrote It? 2

2.

Who Made God? Where Is God? 4

3.

How Powerful Is God? How Smart Is God? 6

4.

What Does God Look Like? 8

5.

What Is a Miracle? 10

6.

What Do Angels Look Like? 12

7.

What Is Faith? 14

8.

What Is a Christian? 16

9.

Why Do People Believe Different Things? 18

10.

Why Does God Care about People? 20

Old Testament

		
11.

How Did All of Creation Happen in Six Days? 24

12.

Why Did God Put Adam and Eve in the
Garden of Eden? 26

13.

What Kind of Fruit Was on the Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil? 28

14.

Where Is the Garden of Eden? 30

15.

Why Did Noah Build the Ark? How Big Was It?
How Did He Build It? 32

16.

Where Did Noah’s Ark Land? 34

17.

Why Did God Put a Rainbow in the Sky? 36

v

18.

Why Did God Make a Promise to Abraham? 38

19.

Why Were Joseph’s Brothers So Mean to Him? 40

20.

Why Did Moses’ Mom Put Him in the River?
Where Is the Nile? 42

21.

Why Didn’t Pharaoh Recognize Moses? 44

22.

How Did the Israelites Walk through the
Red Sea? 46

23.

What’s the Difference between Noah’s Ark and
the Ark of the Covenant? 48

24.

How Tall Was Goliath? 50

25.

How Old Was David? How Did He Beat
Goliath? 52

26.

Why Did God Make Solomon So Smart? 54

27.

Why Did God Choose Esther to Save His
People? 56

28.

Why Did Haman Want to Hurt God’s People? 58

29.

What Are the Psalms? 60

30.

What Is a Proverb? Who Wrote Proverbs? 62

31.

Why Did Isaiah Tell about the Birth of Jesus? 64

32.

Why Did Daniel Get Thrown into a
Lions’ Den? 66

33.

How Many Lions Were in the Den? Where
Was It? 68

34.

Why Did a Fish Swallow Jonah? 70

35.

Why Were There Prophets? Who Were They? 72

New Testament

		
36.

Why Did an Angel Visit Mary and Joseph? 76

37.

Why Did Jesus Come to Earth? 78

38.

Why Did Angels Appear When Jesus Was Born? 80

39.

Who Were the Wise Men? Where Did They
Come From? 82

vi

40.

How Many Brothers and Sisters Did Jesus Have?
Did They Believe in Him? 84

41.

What Did Jesus Look Like? What Was His
House Like? 86

42.

Why Was Jesus Baptized? 88

43.

What Does Salvation Mean? 90

44.

Why Did Jesus Have Apostles? Who Were They? 92

45.

How Did Jesus Feed 5,000 People at One Time? 94

46.

Why Did Jesus Walk on Water? 96

47.

Is There a Right or Wrong Way to Pray? 98

48.

Why Didn’t Jesus Heal Everybody? 100

49.

What Are Parables? Why Did Jesus Tell Them? 102

50.

Who Is the Good Samaritan? 104

51.

Why Didn’t Some People Believe in Jesus? 106

52.

Who Were the High Priests? Who Was Pilate? 108

53.

Where Was the Cross? Why Wasn’t Jesus’
Dad There? 110

54.

Why Didn’t Jesus Get Down from the Cross? 112

55.

Where Was Jesus While He Was Dead? Where
Is Jesus Now? 114

56.

What Happened to Jesus’ Tomb? 116

57.

Who Is the Holy Spirit? How Does the Holy Spirit
Live in Me? 118

58.

When Is Jesus Coming Back? 120

59.

What Is Heaven Like? 122

60.

What Are the “New Heaven and New Earth”? 124

		
Acknowledgments

127

		
About the Authors

129

vii

Dear readers,
We are so excited that you’re excited to learn more about the
Bible. It’s a humongous book, written long ago, with many
stories and people and places and customs and traditions that
may not be familiar to us. All of those things, along with the
unfathomable nature of God, can bring up a lot of questions.
In this Big Book of Bible Questions, we try to tackle some
of those questions, using years of knowledge and experience in
exploring those questions ourselves. But this book is not meant
to answer every question you have about the Bible—not at all!
Our hope is that these questions and answers will be only the
beginning of a lifelong love of exploring the Bible and the
character of God.
We hope that our answers will give you a deeper understand
ing of the Bible. But we also know that some answers will only
create more questions. And that’s okay. When that happens,
please dig right in to the text of the Bible itself. And pray for
God to reveal his wisdom, to give you understanding. He wants
us to know him, and he will be with us every step of the way.
Finally, enjoy this time with your family. Let exploring
the Bible together, studying together, and praying together be
a regular part of your family time. Encourage each other as
you learn more about God and go deeper in your faith. God will
bless the investment that you make in your life and in the life
of your family.
We’re praying for you as you explore The Big Book of Bible
Questions.
Have fun!
&
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God, Faith, and
the Bible

Why Do We Have the
Bible? Who Wrote It?
Although we are like God in some ways, in many important ways he is
completely different from us. God is so different from us, so far beyond
our understanding, that we couldn’t know anything about him unless he
told us. And that is just what he did in the Bible. He told some people about
himself, and those people wrote it down for other people—including us!
We often talk about the Bible like it is one book. But really the
Bible contains 66 different books! (The Old Testament has 39,
and the New Testament has 27.)
The books of the Bible weren’t all written at the same
time. The oldest part of the Bible was written 1,500 years
before the newest part. And the books weren’t even all
written in the same language. They were written in Hebrew, Greek, and a little bit of
Aramaic. And it was written by about
forty different people.
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Some of these writers were very important people, like kings
or people who gave advice to kings. Others were more common
people, like fishermen, tax collectors, servants, worship leaders,
priests, musicians, tent makers, and soldiers. These people lived
in different parts of the world, from as far west as Egypt to as
far east as Persia, where Iran is now.
Most of the Old Testament was written by prophets. The books that
weren’t written by prophets were most likely checked by the prophets to make
sure that the written word spoke God’s truths.
The New Testament was mostly written by the apostles.
Like the prophets, these men were specially chosen by God
to speak for him. All of the New Testament was written
while at least one of the apostles was still alive.
But the real answer is that God himself wrote the Bible.
The prophets and the apostles only wrote what God
wanted them to say. And God gave them those messages—
h
 is messages for his people in the past, and for you and
me today.
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Who Made God?
No one made God! God has always been alive and always will be alive.
Nobody else is like that. He was alive before anything else because he
made everything in the whole universe.

Where Is God?
Sometimes people say that God lives in heaven. But really, God is
everywhere, which is sometimes called omnipresent. He is in the deepest
cave, he is on the bottom of the ocean, he is farther away than we can
see in space, and he is everywhere in between. There is nowhere—anywhere,
ever!—that we could go where God is not already there.
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How Powerful Is God?
God is so powerful that he can do anything—anything—he wants
to do! There is nothing you can imagine that is so big or so amazing
that God could not do it. (Sometimes we use the word omnipotent,
which means “all-powerful,” to say this.) But that doesn’t mean God will do
absolutely anything. There are some things God won’t do. That’s not because
he isn’t powerful enough; it’s because they are bad things. For example, God
will never lie. He has the power to lie, but he is perfectly good, so he never
wants to lie. God’s goodness keeps him from using his power to do bad
things. But his power is so huge that when he wants to do something, he
is always able to do it. You know—like create the entire universe just by
speaking.
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How Smart Is God?
God is omniscient, which is another big word
meaning that he knows everything there is to know. He knows the
name of every animal. He knows the depths of the vastest galaxy. He
knows the exact number and color and length of every single hair on your
head. He knows it all because he made it all.
God knows everything that has ever happened and all the things that will
ever happen. And even though the world has been around for a long, long
time, he knows everything about how it has changed and how it will change
in the future. That’s because he decided what the changes would
be and when they would happen. There is no question you
could ask God that he couldn’t answer!
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What Does God Look Like?

The Bible says that people were made in the image of God. That makes
it sound like God might have eyes and ears and hands just like people
do. And sometimes the Bible does talk about how God sees or hears things.
Because we need eyes and ears to see and hear, we think of God having eyes
and ears too.
But that’s not really what “being made in God’s image” means. It means
we can think about things, make choices, make plans, and judge things,
like God can. And it means we can even think about our own thoughts and
understand right from wrong, which is why we are responsible for the choices
we make.
God can do all these things without a body. How, exactly? Well, we don’t
really know for sure. God is a spirit, and a spirit is invisible. Still, God knows
that is hard for us to understand,
so he has appeared in different
forms when he wanted to be
seen. For example, God spoke
to Moses for the first time in
the form of a burning bush.
But the most important way
God made himself appear is
when he took the form of
a man. The Bible says that
Jesus is the invisible God
made visible.
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What Is a Miracle?
You’ve probably heard lots of things described as miracles—like an amazing play in a football game or when you finally clean your room. But a
miracle isn’t just when something unlikely happens. A miracle is when God
acts in an unusual way to make something good happen that brings glory to
himself.
Sometimes we think of miracles as when God interrupts the way the world
works. But that sounds like God is only sometimes involved in the world.
The Bible says that God makes the world work the way it does and that he is
always at work. But sometimes God works in a different way—a way that’s
uncommon to us—in order to display his power while doing something good.
In the Bible, God uses his miracles to
carry out his plans. Often he uses miracles
to prove that prophets and apostles have the
authority to speak for God. Or God uses
his power to save his people, like when he
made water flow from a rock in the desert
or food fall from the sky.
That’s what makes miracles in the Bible
different from the supposed miracles in
other religions. In the Bible, miracles
are God (not a prophet or other person)
doing good things for his prophets or for
his people. Other religions say they have
miracles, but they’re not really the same
thing. They either don’t do good or
don’t come from God or don’t have a purpose at all. True miracles come from
God and point us back to his glory.
10
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What Do Angels Look Like?
Angels are part of God’s creation, but we can’t see them unless
God tells them to appear to us. When we can see them, they
may look different to different people. Sometimes they look
just like average humans, and people don’t realize that they
are angels. Sometimes they look like men, but their clothes
are so white or bright that it is almost blinding. When they
don’t appear like normal humans, they usually scare the
people who see them, and the angel has to tell them not to
be afraid, even when he is bringing wonderful news. Even
though they sometimes appear as men, that doesn’t mean
they look like men in heaven.
The Bible talks about two kinds of angels (but there may
be more). One kind is called a cherub; another is a seraph. We
see cherubim with a flaming sword guarding Eden after Adam
and Eve were sent away. The Ark of the Covenant had two
cherubim on the lid, and they are described as having faces
and wings. Ezekiel had a vision where he saw hands under
cherubim’s wings. He also said they had four faces:
one of a man, a lion, an eagle, and a cherub. Isaiah had a vision
where he saw seraphim, another kind of angel. They seemed to
look like men except they had six wings—two covering their
faces, two covering their feet, and two to fly. Their voices shook
heaven. The apostle John describes many of the same things in
the book of Revelation. It may be that this is how angels really
look, but it may also be that they are so different from anything
we know that this was the best way to describe them so that we could
understand.
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