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INTRODUCTION TO
THE EVERY MAN’S BIBLE

You are holding in your hands the most important—and best-selling—book
of all time. The Holy Bible is God’s Word. It is how God chose to reveal him-
self to humanity. And we live in a time when we desperately need to hear
what God has to say. Most important of all, the Bible tells the story of hu-
manity’s sin and God’s incredible plan for redemption through his Son, Jesus
Christ. We present this special edition of the Bible with the great hope that
it will help you develop a fuller and more enriching relationship with Jesus.
Though God’s Word is relevant to men and women of all ages, through-
out all of history, the Every Man’s Bible is intended for men. Men face differ-
ent challenges than women do, and it is important for men to have a deep
understanding of the Holy Scriptures. So the features and notes of this edi-
tion were written specifically for men. God created men and women with
different strengths and different roles. Our desire in presenting the Every
Man’s Bible is that it will help you better understand God’s general plan for
masculinity as well as the special and unique role God has for you.

Book Introductions

A brief introduction precedes each book of the Bible. This
feature will help you get acquainted with the writer, mes-
sage, and purpose of the book. It also contains recommended
verses to memorize and includes one or more “masculine
perspectives”—short insights on the book you are about to read.

Study Notes
Short study notes interspersed throughout the Bible will help
you gain a better perspective on a particular verse or passage.

Men, Women, and God

All men struggle in the area of relationships. This feature
focuses on two of the most important relationships in every
man’s life: his relationship with God and his relationship
with his wife—or with women in general.

Someone You Should Know

Have you ever wanted to meet one of your heroes from
the Bible? This feature is your chance to do just that—get
acquainted with one of the men whose stories are told in this
book. You'll meet 98 men of renown. Some loved God and
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serve as role models for us; some didn’t and, because of their lack of faith,
can teach us valuable lessons about the importance of faith in our own lives.

What the Bible Says About . ..

What does the Bible have to say about ambition? What about
drinking? Or sports? These 50 features will give you insight
into the Bible’s vital message on all kinds of topics for daily
living.

Spotlight

These 43 charts were created from a uniquely male perspec-
tive and are designed to help you visualize important truths
presented in God’s Word.

‘oe%“"{\“r) Perspectives

WO m‘ﬂ“ All successful men understand the value of learning from others
‘oe ‘“‘O | who have had similar experiences. This feature allows you to
%‘ g .. glean bits of insight from great men who have lived through

many of the same issues and struggles that you face. Fach of

the 26 perspectives is tied to a Bible verse. Want a challenge? Try memorizing

all the quotes, their source, and the verse they are identified with.

Personal Gold

This feature consists of “snapshots” taken from books that
were written by Christian men about living the Christian life.
It is one of the most exciting features in the Every Man’s Bible.
You may recognize many of these authors’ names. Some of
these men have already finished their earthly race; many others are still
alive. All of them will help you as you continue in your quest to become the
man God wants you to be.

9eﬁ° a\\f’“\g“ S
N

What'’s the Point

One thing most men have in common is a desire to get right

to the bottom of any issue. We want to get straight to the

point. We like to know the bottom line. That’s why you'll find
1 a one-sentence summary of each book’s message on the page

followmg that book’s introduction.

These features were designed to help guide you in your exciting journey
through the most important book of all time. Our prayer is that the Every
Man’s Bible will serve as a tool to help you increase your knowledge of the
Bible, deepen your relationships with those around you, and gain new in-
sights into your life, your work, and your relationship with God.

The Publishers
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A NOTE TO READERS

The Holy Bible, New Living Translation, was first published in 1996. It
quickly became one of the most popular Bible translations in the English-
speaking world. While the NLT’s influence was rapidly growing, the Bible
Translation Committee determined that an additional investment in schol-
arly review and text refinement could make it even better. So shortly after
its initial publication, the committee began an eight-year process with the
purpose of increasing the level of the NLI’s precision without sacrificing its
easy-to-understand quality. This second-generation text was completed in
2004, with minor changes subsequently introduced in 2007 and 2013.

The goal of any Bible translation is to convey the meaning and content
of the ancient Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek texts as accurately as possible to
contemporary readers. The challenge for our translators was to create a text
that would communicate as clearly and powerfully to today’s readers as the
original texts did to readers and listeners in the ancient biblical world. The
resulting translation is easy to read and understand, while also accurately
communicating the meaning and content of the original biblical texts. The
NLT is a general-purpose text especially good for study, devotional reading,
and reading aloud in worship services.

We believe that the New Living Translation—which combines the latest
biblical scholarship with a clear, dynamic writing style—will communicate
God’s word powerfully to all who read it. We publish it with the prayer that
God will use it to speak his timeless truth to the church and the world in a
fresh, new way.

The Publishers
January 2013
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WHAT IS THE BIBLE ALL ABOUT?

The Bible is the all-time best seller and enjoys the distinction of being the
most read book in history! People from all parts of the world turn to the
Bible to find answers to life’s deepest questions and problems. And many
find their lives more meaningful because of the message contained within
this book.

But the Bible is more than an answer-book that you can turn to when the
pressures of life bear down. It is really a library of books—books filled with
inspiring stories, majestic poetry and songs, direct messages and prophe-
cies, and most important of all, the account of God visiting our earth in the
person of Jesus Christ.

This particular edition of the Bible is one of the easiest to understand,
since it is a thought-for-thought translation. Instead of translating the orig-
inal Hebrew and Greek texts word for word, the ideas in those texts are
expressed here as ordinary people in the early twenty-first century would
say them—using our idioms and expressions. As you read, you will better
understand the meaning and purpose of your existence along with what
God wants you to know for successful living.

The Message of the Bible

The Bible begins by telling how the eternal God created the world and
everything in it. He gave people a beautiful place to live and supplied every-
thing they needed. Best of all, he was their friend.

That glorious beginning, however, was ruined when people disobeyed
God and plunged into rebellion and sin. This broke humanity’s relation-
ship with God and brought judgment and death to the earth, its creatures,
and humanity itself. Even so, God did not abandon his disobedient crea-
tures. He set out to reclaim fallen people, much as a shepherd sets out to
restore lost sheep to the fold.

The Old Testament provides many references to a special individual who
would provide salvation for his people. That special individual, the Messiah,
was not to be merely a man, however. The Messiah was to be “Immanuel”
(Isaiah 7:14; 8:8), which in Hebrew means “God is with us.” The Messiah
would be both God and man, and those prophecies were fulfilled in the
person of Jesus Christ.

When Jesus died to pay the penalty for our sin, he also removed all guilt
produced by that sin and restored the broken relationship between God
and humanity. Furthermore, he lives today and speaks continually to God
on our behalf. “Therefore he is able, once and forever, to save those who
come to God through him” (Hebrews 7:25). He gives eternal life to all who
trust in him.
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How to Read the Bible

Eventually, you will want to read every word of the Bible. However, you
don’t have to read straight through from the beginning. Since the Bible is a
library of books, you can begin almost anywhere.

To help you begin, some of the subjects talked about in the Bible are
listed on the following pages. Scan through these topics, and find the topics
you're concerned about. Then turn to the page listed to discover what the
Bible has to say about your concern.

You can also begin by reading longer sections of the Bible. You can start
your reading in the New Testament with the book of Mark (page 1301). It is
a short, fast-moving biography of Jesus Christ. Then read about the spread
of the Christian faith by reading the book of Acts (page 1431). Next, read
the book of Romans (page 1483). This is one of the many letters written by
the apostle Paul. In Romans Paul clearly tells how sinful human beings can
find acceptance with God.

In the Old Testament, read the book of Genesis (page 3) and Exodus 1-20
(page 85). Then continue with some of the other books named after the
main characters—Joshua (page 285), Ruth (page 357), Ezra (page 631), Esther
(page 671), Daniel (page 1121), Hosea (page 1145), and Jonah (page 1187).
Then turn to the Psalms (page 729), and read enough of them to learn what
it means to worship God and pour out your inner feelings to him.

You may want to set up a pattern of daily reading that includes some
Psalms along with a section from the Old or New Testament. As you seek
God in his Word, you will discover that the Bible is God’s personal Word to
you. It's relevant to your questions and needs, today and every day.
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BAND OF BROTHERS

How to Lead a Men’s Bible Study

Guys—for all our supposed independence and isolation—do a lot of things
together. We hike or ride bikes together. We compete on the basketball
court. We tell each other the jokes we like. We watch sports together, offer-
ing our commentary along the way. We fix malfunctioning appliances, car
engines, or software together. In the business world, we work at building
stronger companies that will make more money. In other words, we're not
the “lone rangers” many women think we are.

And men all across the nation are finding value in opening the Bible
together on a regular basis. After all, it’s clearly a “guy book,” with males
taking up at least 90 percent of the spotlight, from Adam to Noah to Moses
to Samson to David to Daniel to Jesus, Peter, and Paul. It speaks to the
real issues that guys face in our contemporary world. When men bring
those issues into a small group of friends they can trust, great things happen.

If you'd like to form such a band of brothers, here are the practical steps
to take:

Recruiting and Organizing
Write a list of possible participants. Go through the Contacts list in your
phone or on your computer; think about guys you’'ve met on the job, in
the community, at church—and imagine what would happen if you said,
“Hey, I'm thinking about getting a group together to dig into Every Man’s
Bible and see how it can help us be better Christ-followers. Would you be
interested in giving it a try?” Then start making phone calls.

Don’t be discouraged by “Yeah, well, but I'm awfully busy” (which may
or may not be the real reason for staying away). Take what you can get. As
few as three recruits (plus yourself) is enough to move forward.

Settle the logistics—time, place, frequency, and duration. Ask everyone for
input: What day of the week would work best? What time of day—early morn-
ing? Over lunch? An evening or a weekend afternoon? Can you make this
happen on a weekly basis (the best option), or would it have to be biweekly?

Where’s a good place to meet—a coffee shop? Somebody’s office or lunch-
room? Somebody’s home? Even outdoors?

What about a trial period of, say, six meetings, so guys don't feel pressure
to commit to “forever”? You can evaluate at the end of the period and see
if your group wants to keep going.

Set the first meeting time (with adequate advance notice). Be prepared
that not everyone who sounded positive will actually show up. It will take
a few weeks for the group to sort itself out and settle into a committed core.
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Opening Minutes
When guys come together, there’s a social dimension but also a task (or
purpose) dimension to pursue. The first minutes will no doubt be social in
nature, along the lines of “Hey, what’s up?” . .. “How 'bout them Cowboys
(or Steelers, or Broncos)?” . . . “How was your business trip last week?” This
is fine as a way to get comfortable with one another—so long as it doesn't
consume a major chunk of time. Your group is intended for more than just
“hanging out.”

Soon enough, it’s time for you as the leader to say, “Okay, let’s dig into
our topic for today, which is "

The Main Content

In the following pages you'll find ten sample sessions that draw upon the
resources of this Bible. Each kicks off with a warm-up question to set the
stage. Then you'll proceed to what the Word of God actually says, with
illumination from the extra Every Man’s Bible features.

Five of the sessions are keyed to “Someone You Should Know” features,
profiles of intriguing personalities from both the Old and New Testaments
whose lives demonstrate valuable lessons for us. The other five are about
issues men face, drawn from the “Men, Women, & God” feature boxes in
the text. (By the way, these ten sessions are printed here in no particular
order. Feel free to pick and choose as you wish.)

The Fine Art of Asking Questions

This group is not a place for you to do all the talking. Each session includes
suggested questions to draw out the thinking of your group members. The
questions have been carefully crafted to elicit responses; they are neither
too easy nor too difficult. Use them as written, unless you're sure you have
a better idea.

Then, once you ask the question, wait for answers. Don’t be afraid of
silence. It often means people are deep in thought. If they observe that you
quickly get antsy and jump in to answer your own question, they will sit
back and let you continue to do so.

Time Control
A leader must exercise gentle but intentional control of the clock. While
you don’t want to cut somebody off in the middle of expressing his sincere
thoughts, you cannot allow rambling. If you sense the frustration level build-
ing in the group, go ahead and intervene: “That’s good, Jim—Ilet me just
add something here that relates to the next area we want to consider . . .”
And quickly move to regain direction.

Also, be careful about ending the meeting on time, or as close to it as pos-
sible. It’s always better to have people wishing the session were longer than
for them to be dreading how long it will drag on.

What about Food?
Yes, snacks are a good way to build camaraderie in a group, provided that
they don't take up an inordinate amount of time. If you decide to have food
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at the beginning of a meeting, be diligent in starting the actual study with-
out too much delay. If you eat at the end of a meeting, of course, members
can linger as long as they wish.

Praying Together

Regardless of a meeting’s official topic, people often arrive with a distract-
ing personal problem or concern. That’s why it is good to offer an opportu-
nity to hear these, so you can pray together at the end. This is not “off the
subject.” This is ministering to one another as you journey together. Use
whatever format your members find most comfortable.

Other Options
Here are two additional components that you might choose to build into
the mix, time permitting:

e Feedback on the previous session: How did it actually go as you all lived
out the lessons during the week? If, for example, your group had talked
about dealing with our desire for quick gratification (the Esau session),
you can ask in the following week, “So how did that work out for you?
What did you learn about yourself?”

e Some kind of action that guys enjoy—whether for pure fun (a sport) or
for ministry (taking up a project for needy kids or a single-parent family,
or perhaps something at church). When guys use their hands, it often
loosens up their thoughts and helps them to express themselves.
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Someone You Should Know: Esau

Warm-up Question: “Today’s marketing is very good at telling us we need
a certain product or service ‘Right Now!” . . . ‘For a Limited Time Only!" . ..
‘Don’t Wait!” What are some examples you've seen or heard recently?”

After hearing a few responses from your group, continue with: “And did
you respond? Did you do what the ad-makers wanted you to do?”

Meet Esau: Read aloud (either you or one of the group members) the story
of a critical day in Esau’s life, as told in Genesis 25:27-34.

Then get a fuller picture of this rugged man by having everyone turn to
the profile on page 43 entitled “The Poster Child for Instant Gratification.”
It will develop what's really going on here, including an explanation about
the birthright and what it meant. You’ll probably want to have everyone
read this page silently, although you could take time for an oral reading if
you prefer.

Talk About It:

e Why do a lot of guys make snap decisions without looking down the
road to the consequences?

e [s there sometimes a physical angle to all this, such as fatigue, lack
of sleep, messed-up eating habits (Esau was starved), or other factors?
Like what?

e Anybody want to tell a story about themselves? (Maybe, maybe not!)

e What are some wise ways to prevent this kind of misstep in our lives?

e What kind of siren call is tempting you this very week?

e Read aloud the New Testament summary about Esau in Hebrews 12:16-17;
then discuss: Why would the Bible call this man “godless”?

¢ Notice the bottom line of the profile on page 43, entitled “The Point.”
It says: “We gain nothing by choosing the immediate over the signifi-
cant.” What does that mean to you? How would you phrase that in
your own words?

Pray About It: Close your meeting with some honest prayers about resist-
ing the lure of instant gratification. Don’t embarrass anyone, but try to be
specific before God. Ask him to help each of you live a life without future
regrets.
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Someone You Should Know: Gideon

Warm-up Question: “Think about the current personnel across the NFL (or
NBA, or Major League Baseball, depending on what time of year it is). Of
all the players and coaches you’ve watched, who would you say is clearly
‘in over his head’? Who is woefully underqualified to be doing what he’s
doing? And why?” (This should trigger a lively exchange of opinions!)

Meet Gideon: Say,“Here is a man whose life takes up several pages in the
Old Testament book of Judges—more than we have time to read today in
the group. (You might want to do it on your own, though, covering chap-
ters 6-8.) For now, let’s get the background and opening scene of Gideon's
story.” Read Judges 6:1-6, then skip down to verses 11-16.

“In the Every Man’s Bible feature entitled ‘Unlikely Hero’ (page 331), the
writer gives a colorful profile of this man.” Ask someone to read aloud the
first five paragraphs only (down through “. . . become what he never dreamed
he could be”).

Then discuss:

e Does this angel sound a little overly optimistic in talking to Gideon?
After all, qualifications should count for something, shouldn’t they?

e So why would God send his angel to pick out this guy, of all the
possibilities?

e What do you make of the angel’s phrase in verse 14, “Go with the
strength you have”?

Gearing Up for the Big Moment: “Now we need to take notice of several
intermediate steps in the rise of Gideon. He didn’t just run out the next
day and attack the enemy. God walked him through a series of events lead-
ing up to his dramatic moment. Listen as we read the rest of the ‘Unlikely
Hero’ account.” (Resume with the paragraph that starts “Gideon didn’t
become . ..”)

Then discuss:

* Do you see Gideon starting to grow in confidence? In what ways?
e At what points do you see Gideon still hesitating?
e Does this disqualify him as far as God is concerned?

Are You a Gideon?
e Think across all the segments and aspects of your life. What is the hard-
est, scariest thing God has asked you to attempt so far?
e How have you responded?
e What strength do you personally draw from the Gideon story?

Pray About It: Express to the Lord your willingness to try what he wants
you to do—in spite of your misgivings. Invite him to overcome your fears.
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Bad, Good, Better, Best

Warm-up Question: “On a scale of 30 mph to 110 mph, how busy have
you been this past week? How fast have you been running down the road
of your life?”

An Intriguing Word Picture: Say: “Our discussion today is going to center
on what things get our time and attention versus what gets left out. Listen
to this analogy from the feature box on page 1566, entitled ‘The Full Life.’
I'm going to read just the middle paragraph . ..” (Start with “Suppose you're
walking along the beach . . ."”)

“Now let’s read the main Scripture for the day, Ephesians 5:3-20. As we
go through this passage, take note of which things are ‘sand,” needing to
be dumped . . . and which things are ‘gold coins,’ to be tightly clasped.”
(Assign three different readers—one for verses 3-9, one for verses 10-14, one
for verses 15-20.)

Talk About It:
e What “sand” items did you hear along the way?
e What “gold coins” did you notice?

(If people aren’t quite getting the concept, help them along by reading
aloud the other paragraphs—1, 2, 4, and 5—of “The Full Life” feature box.
This will spell out the clear distinction.)

e In all that we've talked about so far, what connects to your personal
situation? What “exchanges” would you like to undertake?

e What help does the passage offer us in making these changes for the
better and best? (See verses 18-19 especially.)

Looking Ahead:
e At the end of your life, how do you want to be remembered? In other
words, what do you hope they say at your funeral?
e In order for that to come true, what needs to happen now?

Pray About It: This might be a good time for you to split up the group into
pairs. Have everyone turn his chair to face just one other guy. Then each
man can pray quietly but honestly about the exchanges he wants to make,
asking for the Holy Spirit’s empowerment on a daily basis.
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Building Your Legacy

Warm-up Question: “Raise your hand if you grew up in what you would call
‘a Christian home.’ . . . Now raise your hand if either of your parents grew
up in what you would call ‘a Christian home.”” (Some in your group may be
undecided on whether to raise their hands or not; they may want to explain
that their forebears went to church occasionally but didn’t really live the
teachings of Christ. That’s not unusual. Just use the discussion to focus every-
one’s attention on the theme for this study, which is family legacy.)

Main Content: Say, “Joshua was definitely one of the Bible’s heroes—the
general who led the Israelite nation into the Promised Land. Today we're
going to focus on the last scene from his life. He’s made his mark, he’s con-
quered his enemies, he’s settled the tribes in their new real estate—and now
he feels he has one final message from God to deliver before he passes on.
Turn to Joshua 24, and we’ll pick up God’s words in verse 11 .. .”

Read down through verse 18. (Feel free to skip over trying to pronounce
all the “-ites” in verse 11 if you want!)

Talk About It:

e You might think that Joshua’s question about which god to serve would
be a no-brainer for these people. Good grief, they had seen the Lord
God do amazing miracles on their behalf (at Jericho, also the day the
sun stood still so they could finish a battle, etc.). Why is Joshua even
raising the inquiry?

e The people’s answer (verses 16-18) seems solid enough. But from what
you know of Bible history, was it really?

e What is it about kids that so often leads to their discounting Dad'’s
faith? (Mom'’s, too, for that matter.)

At this point, stop and read aloud the feature box on page 316, entitled
“My Family Will Serve the Lord.” Then discuss:

e We could get off on a big sidetrack here, talking about how the public
schools ought to be more wholesome, the politicians should pass better
laws, the teen culture shouldn’t be so raunchy, etc., etc., etc. But would
Joshua listen to our complaints? What do you think he’d say in response?

e What’s the best thing you’ve done in the past year to shore up your
family’s commitment to follow God? Go ahead and share some ideas . . .
(No doubt you'll all want to take notes on what you can borrow from
others in the group.)

e Here's a tough question that I don’t want you to answer out loud. Keep
this to yourself, okay? As you look down the road 20 years from this
day . . . what are the odds that your kids will be serving the Lord? You
can'’t say for sure, of course. But what would you predict?

e What would you like to do at this point in the life of your family to
encourage the legacy you hope for?

Pray About It: Spend time asking God for practical wisdom for setting your
family on a godly path for the future.
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WHAT’S THIS BOOK ABOUT? Firsts—the universe, people, families,
nations. Genesis means “beginning,” and the book of Genesis is the
foundation for the rest of the Bible.

WHO WROTE IT? Christian and Jewish traditions say
the author was Moses.

WHEN DID IT HAPPEN? This book covers from the
beginning of time up through the 1400s B.C.

WHERE DOES THIS BOOK FIT? At the head of the

line, both historically and spiritually.

THE BREAKDOWN
Chapters 1-3: Creation; Adam and Eve; sin
Chapters 4-5: Genealogies
Chapters 6-9: Noah
Chapters 10-11: Growth of nations; Tower of Babel
Chapters 12-23: Abraham
Chapters 24-26: Abraham and Isaac
Chapters 27-36: Jacob
Chapters 37-50: Joseph

KEY CONCEPTS The words This is the account of . . .
are used often to mark off main sections of the
book.

SCORECARD
Adam: The first man
Eve: The first woman
Cain: The first murderer
Noah: God used him to save humans and animals.
Abraham: God chose him to be the father of the
Jewish people.
Isaac: Abraham’s son
Jacob: Isaac’s son; his name was changed to
Israel
Joseph: Jacob’s favorite son; God used him to
save Jacob’s family from famine
1:45|
READING TIME
IN HOURS :30] 1:00/ 1:30] 2:00/ 2:30

WORTH MEMORIZING

* THE BIBLE’S OPENING WORDS IN 1:1.
In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth.

* JOSEPH’S WORDS IN 50:20. “You
intended to harm me, but God intended
it all for good. He brought me to this
position so | could save the lives of
many people.

THE MASCULINE PERSPECTIVE

* WORK IS A GOOD THING. God gave
Adam an important job to do, and Adam
did it well. It's no accident that men find
fulfillment in their work; God designed

it that way.

MARRIAGE IS A GOOD THING. Adam
was, in a sense, incomplete until God
created Eve.

SIN IS A REALITY EVERYONE MUST
FACE. Since Adam and Eve sinned,
we're all corrupted. This means

we can’t always trust our instincts
about what's right and what's wrong.
Instead, we need an independent

moral rudder—God’s Word.
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In the beginning God created the heavens

and the earth.* 2The earth was formless
and empty, and darkness covered the deep
waters. And the Spirit of God was hovering
over the surface of the waters.

3Then God said, “Let there be light,” and
there was light. ¢And God saw that the
light was good. Then he separated the
light from the darkness. SGod called
the light “day” and the darkness “night.”
And evening passed and morning
came, marking the first day.

6Then God said, “Let there be a space
between the waters, to separate the waters
of the heavens from the waters of the
earth.” 7And that is what happened. God
made this space to separate the waters of
the earth from the waters of the heavens.
8God called the space “sky.”

And evening passed and morning

came, marking the second day.

9Then God said, “Let the waters beneath the
sky flow together into one place, so dry
ground may appear.” And that is what
happened. 1°God called the dry ground
“land” and the waters “seas.” And God
saw that it was good. "Then God said,
“Let the land sprout with vegetation—
every sort of seed-bearing plant, and trees
that grow seed-bearing fruit. These seeds

1 The Account of Creation

1:1 Or In the beginning when God created the heavens and
the earth, . . . Or When God began to create the heavens
and the earth, . . .

1:1 The Hebrew name for God that is used here,
Elohim, demonstrates the enormity of God’s power
to transform lives. This name for God is in the
plural form, signifying his strength and might. It
also hints that God is in some sense plural—

a community unto himself (see also 1:26; 3:22;
11:7). But though this name is plural, it is treated
grammatically as singular, revealing God’s unified
and personal nature. He is omnipotent in power
but personal in his touch. He is able and willing
to provide the help we need.

1:2 This verse describes the earth before it was
shaped by God’s creative hand. It was shapeless,
chaotic, and dark. These three characteristics fore-
bode nothing but trouble. But then we are told that
“the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of
the waters.” This fourth characteristic is a source
of hope and promises new life. The presence of the
Holy Spirit was a necessary element in the events
of all six days of creation. In the same way, his pres-
ence in our lives is necessary before any spiritual
renewal can take place.
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will then produce the kinds of plants and -
trees from which they came.” And that
is what happened. '2The land produced
vegetation—all sorts of seed-bearing
plants, and trees with seed-bearing fruit.
Their seeds produced plants and trees
of the same kind. And God saw that it
was good.

13And evening passed and morning
came, marking the third day.

WHAT’S THE POINT OF

Genesis?

+ + +
God created
people to have

a relationship

with him.

of wild animals, livestock, and small
animals, each able to produce offspring
of the same kind. And God saw that it
was good.

26Then God said, “Let us make human
beings* in our image, to be like us. They
will reign over the fish in the sea, the
birds in the sky, the livestock, all the

14Then God said, “Let lights appear in the
sky to separate the day from the night.
Let them be signs to mark the seasons,
days, and years. 15Let these lights in the
sky shine down on the earth.” And that
is what happened. 1God made two great
lights—the larger one to govern the day,
and the smaller one to govern the night.
He also made the stars. 17God set these
lights in the sky to light the earth, 8to
govern the day and night, and to separate
the light from the darkness. And God saw
that it was good.

19And evening passed and morning

came, marking the fourth day.

20Then God said, “Let the waters swarm

with fish and other life. Let the skies

be filled with birds of every kind.” 21So
God created great sea creatures and every
living thing that scurries and swarms in
the water, and every sort of bird—each
producing offspring of the same kind.
And God saw that it was good. 22Then

wild animals on the earth,* and the small
animals that scurry along the ground.”

27 So God created human beings* in his
own image.
In the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful
and multiply. Let the fish fill the seas,
and let the birds multiply on the earth.”

23And evening passed and morning
came, marking the fifth day.

24Then God said, “Let the earth produce
every sort of animal, each producing
offspring of the same kind—livestock,
small animals that scurry along the
ground, and wild animals.” And that is
what happened. 25God made all sorts

28Then God blessed them and said,
“Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth
and govern it. Reign over the fish in
the sea, the birds in the sky, and all the
animals that scurry along the ground.”

2Then God said, “Look! I have given
you every seed-bearing plant throughout
the earth and all the fruit trees for your
food. 30And I have given every green plant
as food for all the wild animals, the birds
in the sky, and the small animals that

1:26a Or man; Hebrew reads adam. 1:27 Or the man;

Hebrew reads ha-adam.

1:26b As in Syriac version; Hebrew reads all the earth.

1:24 The phrase “And that is what happened” (also in 1:9-11, 14-15) shows us that God’s creative activity
was done in complete conformity to the specifications he had originally intended. God accomplishes his will
with certainty and precision. It should reassure us to know that God’s good desires for us can be accom-
plished with the same certainty.

1:26-27 People were created to be like God. Oceans of ink have been used attempting to explain what this
means. One characteristic that all the writers agree upon is the ability of people to make moral decisions.
We have the power of choice, and we are accountable to God and to others for the choices we make. To
continue growing spiritually we must take responsibility for this aspect of God’s nature that is alive and well
in each of us.



WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT:

Time

+GOD OUTLASTS TIME +GOD CREATED TIME
. God said, “Let ligh
You must not forget this one ocsaid, Let 18his
appear in the sky
thing, dear friends: A day is to separate the day
: from the night. Let
like a thousand years to the them be signs to mark
Lord, and a thousand years is th‘; seasons, days,
: and years.”
like a day 2 PETER 3:8 GENESIS 1:14

+OUR TIME IS LIMITED

Seventy years are given to us!

+GOD IS WITH US Some even live to eighty.
THROUGHOUT TIME But even the best years are filled with pain and trouble;
soon they disappear, and we fly away.
Lord, through all the
N PSALM 90:10
generations + + +
ou have been our : ’ c
Y homel Teach us to realize the brevity of life,
' so that we may grow in wisdom.
PSALM 90:1
PSALM 90:12
++ + + + +
[Jesus:] “And be sure Our days on earth are like grass;
of this: [ am with you like wildflowers, we bloom and die.
always, even to the The wind blows, and we are gone—
end of the age.” as though we had never been here.
MATTHEW 28:20 PSALM 103:15-16

+TIME: USE IT WISELY

Be careful how you live. Don’t live like fools,
but like those who are wise. Make the most of
every opportunity in these evil days.

EPHESIANS 5:15-16



scurry along the ground—everything that
has life.” And that is what happened.
31'Then God looked over all he had
made, and he saw that it was very good!
And evening passed and morning
came, marking the sixth day.

the earth and everything in them was
completed. 20n the seventh day God
had finished his work of creation, so
he rested* from all his work. 3And God
blessed the seventh day and declared it
holy, because it was the day when he
rested from all his work of creation.

2 So the creation of the heavens and

4This is the account of the creation of the
heavens and the earth.

The Man and Woman in Eden
When the LorD God made the earth and
the heavens, sneither wild plants nor grains
were growing on the earth. For the LORD God
had not yet sent rain to water the earth, and
there were no people to cultivate the soil.
6Instead, springs* came up from the ground
and watered all the land. 7Then the LorD God
formed the man from the dust of the ground.
He breathed the breath of life into the man'’s
nostrils, and the man became a living person.

8Then the LORD God planted a garden in
Eden in the east, and there he placed the man
he had made. °The LOrRD God made all sorts
of trees grow up from the ground—trees that
were beautiful and that produced delicious
fruit. In the middle of the garden he placed
the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil.

10A river flowed from the land of Eden,

2:2 Or ceased; also in 2:3.  2:6 Or mist.
man’s side.

2:19 Or Adam, and so throughout the chapter.
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watering the garden and then dividing into
four branches. ' The first branch, called the
Pishon, flowed around the entire land of Hav-
ilah, where gold is found. 12The gold of that
land is exceptionally pure; aromatic resin
and onyx stone are also found there. 3The
second branch, called the Gihon, flowed
around the entire land of Cush. 4The third
branch, called the Tigris, flowed east of the
land of Asshur. The fourth branch is called
the Fuphrates.

15The LorD God placed the man in the Garden
of Eden to tend and watch over it. 16But the
LorD God warned him, “You may freely eat
the fruit of every tree in the garden—!7except
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If
you eat its fruit, you are sure to die.”

18Then the LORD God said, “It is not good
for the man to be alone. I will make a helper
who is just right for him.” 1So the LorD God
formed from the ground all the wild animals
and all the birds of the sky. He brought them
to the man* to see what he would call them,
and the man chose a name for each one. 20He
gave names to all the livestock, all the birds
of the sky, and all the wild animals. But still
there was no helper just right for him.

2150 the LorD God caused the man to fall
into a deep sleep. While the man slept, the
LorD God took out one of the man’s ribs* and
closed up the opening. 22Then the LOrRD God
made a woman from the rib, and he brought
her to the man.

23“At last!” the man exclaimed.

“This one is bone from my bone,
and flesh from my flesh!

She will be called ‘woman,’
because she was taken from ‘man.

2:21 Or took a part of the

m

2:2-3 This is the first mention of Sabbath rest—one day of rest in seven. By his example, God encourages
us to designate a portion of our lives to rest and spiritual rejuvenation. Without proper rest, it is very difficult
to deal with the other matters in our lives and maintain the balance necessary to preserve spiritual gains.
2:4 Here a new Hebrew name for God is introduced: “The LorD” (Yahweh). This is the personal name for
God; it is his relationship name. It describes the God who chose Abram and established a covenant with
him. It describes the God who chose to relate to the Israelites and make them his people. It is the name
that reminds us that God wants to have a relationship with us.

2:8-14 God provided a perfect environment for the first people. We often blame our outward circumstances
for our difficulties. It is important to note here that in spite of their ideal surroundings, our first parents fell—
they failed. Although the environment we live in can certainly add to our problems, it is never entirely at fault.
We need to take responsibility for our own mistakes and failures.

2:16-17 God forbade Adam and Eve to eat from a single tree. Why did he do this? Why didn’t God create
a world where people couldn’t sin? Or why didn’'t he make people so they couldn’t disobey his commands?
The answer lies in the very nature of God. God is love and desires to have a loving relationship with his
creatures. He wants us to respond to him with love in return. But a loving response is only possible when
we have the choice to do otherwise. He wants us to obey because we love him, not because we have no
other choice.
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+ + + Men, Women, & God

Making a Man
and a Woman

Genesis 1:27 and 2:15-25

GOD MADE EVERYTHING in the cosmos, from the
microscopic amoeba and tiny insects to the
vast planets and galaxies. But his work wasn't
done until he had designed his most amazing
creatures.

The first two chapters of Genesis give us two
slightly different descriptions of the process
God used to created humanity.

The sound bite in Genesis 1:27 tells us
that people were created in God’s own image.
That doesn’t mean humans are gods, but
it does mean we have some of the Creator’s
characteristics—including our own kind of God-
given creativity.

The longer Genesis 2 account provides more
details about God’s creation of Adam and Eve;
Adam came first, and one of his ribs was used
in the later creation of Eve.

People have argued about the Genesis cre-
ation stories for centuries. Skeptical scientists
say the Bible is riddled with errors, but theolo-
gians say Genesis was never intended to be a
science book.

Feminists and traditionalists have also fought
bitter battles over these two brief passages.
Feminists prefer Genesis 1, which supports their
claims of gender equality, while those who sup-
port male leadership in the home and society
prefer Genesis 2, which suggests women may
have been dependent on men from the begin-
ning of time.

These passages won't settle the raging sci-
entific and moral debates, but they do make
one thing perfectly clear: God created both
the male and female and declared them “very
good” (Genesis 1:31).

Adam was pretty pleased, too. “At last!” he
exclaimed when he first saw Eve (2:23).

24This explains why a man leaves his father
and mother and is joined to his wife, and the
two are united into one.

23sNow the man and his wife were both
naked, but they felt no shame.

The serpent was the shrewdest of all the
wild animals the Lorb God had made.
One day he asked the woman, “Did God
really say you must not eat the fruit from any
of the trees in the garden?”
2“0Of course we may eat fruit from the trees
in the garden,” the woman replied. 3 “It’s
only the fruit from the tree in the middle of
the garden that we are not allowed to eat.
God said, ‘You must not eat it or even touch
it; if you do, you will die.””
4“You won't die!” the serpent replied to the
woman. 5“God knows that your eyes will be
opened as soon as you eat it, and you will
be like God, knowing both good and evil.”
6The woman was convinced. She saw that
the tree was beautiful and its fruit looked de-
licious, and she wanted the wisdom it would
give her. So she took some of the fruit and ate
it. Then she gave some to her husband, who
was with her, and he ate it, too. 7At that mo-
ment their eyes were opened, and they sud-
denly felt shame at their nakedness. So they
sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves.
8When the cool evening breezes were blow-
ing, the man* and his wife heard the LorD
God walking about in the garden. So they hid
from the LORD God among the trees. °Then the
Lorp God called to the man, “Where are you?”
1oHe replied, “I heard you walking in the gar-
den, so I hid. I was afraid because I was naked.”

3 The Man and Woman Sin

3:8 Or Adam, and so throughout the chapter.

3:1-5 The account here pictures for us the process
of temptation. The serpent offered as a very attrac-
tive option something that had been forbidden

by God. The serpent also caused Eve to doubt

God and the truth of his Word. During the debate,
Eve offered some halfhearted opposition, but her
growing doubt in God weakened her resolve. In the
end, she gave in. Satan strengthened his tempta-
tion by weakening Eve’s faith in God. Staying close
to God and preserving our faith in him will weaken
the power of temptation in our life.

3:10 Adam admitted that he was hiding from God.
One of the terrible consequences of our sin is the
isolation that results. We want to hide from other
people; we want to hide from God. Our failures will
always make us want to hide. But we must bring
our sin out into the open; this will then bring us
back into our relationships—with others and with
God—which helps us preserve our spiritual gains.



Coming in First

MOST OF THE TIME, it’s good to come in first.

It feels great when you're the first with a creative solution to a tough problem.

It feels great when you're the first to taste some fabulous new dish.

It feels great when you're the first to explore new territory, to harvest a unique plant,
to watch a sunset from a breathtakingly beautiful perch.

Adam, the first human being ever to open his eyes, experienced all of these firsts, as
well as countless more. As the original representative of a new race, Adam became the
first to hold a steady job (Genesis 2:15), to play the name game (2:19-20), to enjoy a
dynamic relationship with God (2:15ff), and to get married (2:21-25). God had created
Adam to reflect something of his own divine magnificence (1:26-27), and as a result,
this first man and his wife enjoyed a unique role as rulers over every other creature
living on earth (1:26). Had the Guinness Book of World Records existed in Adam’s day,
he would have filled it with a dazzling multitude of exploits.

Too bad he didn’t stop while he was ahead.

Most of us would like to forget the one first for which Adam is most remembered.
But we can’t, since the results of that first continue to harass us to this day. Adam

chose to disobey the explicit instructions of God—and as a
consequence, he earned himself and his posterity the death
The Bible penalty (2:16-17; 3:17-19).
ﬂngers Adam While the Bible fingers Adam as the one responsible for

as the one bringing sin and chaos into the world, some guys would rather
. blame Eve, Adam’s wife, who did in fact break God’s command
re_SpanIb!e before her husband did. They wonder, Why does the Bible lay
for bringing sin the fault squarely at Adam’s feet? Scripture offers two primary
and chaos into answers: First, God gave his commandment directly to Adam,
the world. not to Eve; and second, while a devilish deception hoodwinked

Eve into disobedience, Adam consciously and willingly decided

to disobey (1 Timothy 2:14). For this reason, the apostle Paul
says, “When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death
spread to everyone, for everyone sinned” (Romans 5:12).

We'll never know what might have happened had Adam chosen God over sin. In the
end, Adam returned to the ground from which he was taken after his death at a whopping
930 years of age (Genesis 3:19; 5:5).

And yet, was it really “the end”? No. The Bible is nothing if not a book of hope, and it
tells us of a “last Adam,” Jesus Christ, who through a first of his own has undone for us
what Adam did to us: “Just as everyone dies because we all belong to Adam, everyone
who belongs to Christ will be given new life” (1 Corinthians 15:22). As “the first to rise
from the dead,” Christ proclaims “light to Jews and Gentiles alike” (Acts 26:23)—a light
that allows us, through faith in him, to enter a kind of life superior even to that which
Adam forfeited so long ago.

THE POINT: It’s good to be first—but only in the right things.

7
>
o
=
a
=
>
o
2

NoA auoawos




Genesis 3 | page 10

+ + + Men, Women, & God

Naked and
Unashamed

Genesis 2:25

THE EARLY DAYS in the Garden of Eden were a
time of innocence and joy for humanity’s first
husband and wife. Wouldn’t it be nice if we
could bottle some of their happiness and pour
it all over our own sex-saturated, love-starved
world?

Here’s how British thinker C. S. Lewis once de-
scribed the problem of runaway sexual appetites:

“You can get a large audience together for
a strip-tease act. Now suppose you came to a
country where you could fill a theater by simply
bringing a covered plate onto the stage and
then slowly lifting the cover so as to let every-
one see, just before the lights went out, that
it contained a mutton chop or a bit of bacon,
would you not think that in that country some-
thing had gone wrong with the appetite for
food? And would not anyone who had grown up
in a different world think there was something
equally queer about the state of the sex instinct
among us?”

That was half a century ago. Today, technology
has accelerated the sale of sex, especially on
the Internet, where anyone can view material
once considered illegal or unthinkable.

Sex is the means by which humans and
other creatures reproduce. But it's obvious that
when God designed human sexuality, he added
lots of interesting extra features. That's because
there’s more to human sexuality than breeding.

God created sex as a means for a man and
a woman to experience a kind of soul-to-soul
intimacy that can’t be known any other way. Sex
was also designed to make men and women
praise God.

For Adam and Eve, sexuality was innocent
and joyful. What would it take for us to experi-
ence sex in that way today?

1“Who told you that you were naked?”
the LOrRD God asked. “Have you eaten from
the tree whose fruit I commanded you not
to eat?”

12The man replied, “It was the woman you
gave me who gave me the fruit, and I ate it.”

13Then the LORD God asked the woman,
“What have you done?”

“The serpent deceived me,” she replied.
“That’s why I ate it.”

14Then the LORD God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this, you are
cursed
more than all animals, domestic and
wild.
You will crawl on your belly,
groveling in the dust as long as you live.
15 And I will cause hostility between you
and the woman,
and between your offspring and her
offspring.
He will strike* your head,
and you will strike his heel.”

16Then he said to the woman,

“I will sharpen the pain of your pregnancy,
and in pain you will give birth.
And you will desire to control your
husband,
but he will rule over you.*”

17And to the man he said,

“Since you listened to your wife and ate
from the tree
whose fruit I commanded you not to
eat,
the ground is cursed because of you.
All your life you will struggle to scratch
a living from it.
18 It will grow thorns and thistles for you,
though you will eat of its grains.
19 By the sweat of your brow
will you have food to eat
until you return to the ground
from which you were made.
For you were made from dust,
and to dust you will return.”

3:15 Or bruise; also in 3:15b.  3:16 Or And though you
will have desire for your husband, / he will rule over you.

3:15 In his grace, God promised that the offspring
of the woman would defeat Satan. He promised
that he would take charge of the redemption of
their lives and overcome the enemy. This is good
news—the first mention of the gospel of grace that
would eventually be fulfilled by the coming of Jesus,
the Messiah.



Paradise Lost: God’s Judgment
20Then the man—Adam—named his wife
Eve, because she would be the mother of all
who live.* 21And the LORD God made cloth-
ing from animal skins for Adam and his wife.
22Then the LOorRD God said, “Look, the
human beings* have become like us, know-
ing both good and evil. What if they reach
out, take fruit from the tree of life, and eat
it? Then they will live forever!” 23So the
LorD God banished them from the Garden
of Eden, and he sent Adam out to cultivate
the ground from which he had been made.
24 After sending them out, the LorD God sta-
tioned mighty cherubim to the east of the
Garden of Eden. And he placed a flaming
sword that flashed back and forth to guard
the way to the tree of life.

Cain and Abel
Now Adam* had sexual relations with

his wife, Eve, and she became pregnant.
When she gave birth to Cain, she said, “With
the LorD’s help, I have produced* a man!”
2Later she gave birth to his brother and
named him Abel.

When they grew up, Abel became a shep-
herd, while Cain cultivated the ground.
3When it was time for the harvest, Cain
presented some of his crops as a gift to the
LorD. #Abel also brought a gitt—the best por-
tions of the firstborn lambs from his flock.
The Lorp accepted Abel and his gift, Sbut he
did not accept Cain and his gift. This made
Cain very angry, and he looked dejected.

3:20 Eve sounds like a Hebrew term that means “to give life.”
4:1b Or I have acquired. Cain sounds like a Hebrew term that can mean “produce” or “acquire.”

many; also in 4:25.
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6“Why are you so angry?” the LORD asked
Cain. “Why do you look so dejected? 7You
will be accepted if you do what is right. But
if you refuse to do what is right, then watch
out! Sin is crouching at the door, eager to
control you. But you must subdue it and be
its master.”

80ne day Cain suggested to his brother,
“Let’s go out into the fields.”* And while they
were in the field, Cain attacked his brother,
Abel, and killed him.

9Afterward the LORD asked Cain, “Where is
your brother? Where is Abel?”

“I don’t know,” Cain responded. “Am I my
brother’s guardian?”

10But the LORD said, “What have you done?
Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me
from the ground! "Now you are cursed and
banished from the ground, which has swal-
lowed your brother’s blood. 12No longer will
the ground yield good crops for you, no
matter how hard you work! From now on you
will be a homeless wanderer on the earth.”

13Cain replied to the LOrRD, “My punish-
ment* is too great for me to bear! 1 You have
banished me from the land and from your
presence; you have made me a homeless wan-
derer. Anyone who finds me will kill me!”

15The LorD replied, “No, for I will give a
sevenfold punishment to anyone who Kkills
you.” Then the LORD put a mark on Cain to
warn anyone who might try to kill him. 16So
Cain left the LORD’s presence and settled in
the land of Nod,* east of Eden.

3:22 Or the man; Hebrew reads ha-adam. 4:1a Or the

4:8 As in Samaritan Pentateuch, Greek and Syriac versions, and Latin Vulgate; Masoretic Text lacks “Let’s go out into
the fields.”  4:13 Or My sin.  4:16 Nod means “wandering.”

3:20 There was no reason for Adam and Eve to expect to live on after their failure. God had clearly stated
that the consequences of their sin would be death (see 2:17). Yet Adam displayed his faith in our gracious
God by naming his wife Eve, which sounds like a Hebrew word that means “to give life.” He believed that
she would live to be the mother of the human race. Adam’s faith in God gave him hope for the future, even
when his past gave him little reason to hope.

4:4 Abel killed an innocent substitute as his offering, and God accepted his offering. Abel was obedient to
God’s instructions. Our relationship with God can be established by accepting God’s gracious forgiveness
and allowing the innocent sacrifice of his Son to stand in our place. Abel’s sacrifice of one of his lambs was
the second death mentioned in the Bible.

4:6-8 When God rejected Cain’s offering, Cain reacted first with disappointment, then with anger. God did
not reject Cain for his strong feelings but offered him an opportunity for a new start. How sad that Cain
refused this second chance and went out instead to kill his brother. We need to be careful when we face
obstacles in life. We need to carefully weigh the strong feelings we encounter before acting on them. If we
don’t, we may be passing up an excellent opportunity for a fresh start. God is not put off by our strong feel-
ings. Our spiritual renewal is based on God’s grace, which always offers us an opportunity to begin again.
4:15 The mark on Cain was not, as some have taught, a badge of guilt. It was a sign that God gave Cain
for his protection. Even after Cain’s great failure, God desired to protect him from harm. Many of us look
back and marvel at how God protected us before we began seeking him. He wants us to be restored and
often protects us in the midst of evil so that we are not destroyed. Even after our greatest failures, our
gracious God desires only our healing and restoration.
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+ + + Men, Women, & God

Passing the Buck

Genesis 3:8-13

THIRTY YEARS AGO, the conversation went like this:

“Tommy, where’s your math assignment?”
“Uh, | think my dog ate it

Today, it may be more like this:

“Honey, where are the car keys?”

“Uh, | think the baby must have hidden them somewhere.”

Passing the buck has been a popular guy tradition for a long time. In fact, the origins of buck passing
g0 back to the dawn of human history. Adam, the first man God created, was also the first man to avoid

taking responsibility for his failures.

After God created the earth, he told Adam and Eve not to eat the fruit from the tree in the middle of the
garden. “If you eat its fruit, you are sure to die,” said God (Genesis 2:17).

But the serpent enticed Eve into eating the fruit. Then Eve persuaded Adam. This was the beginning of
sin and disobedience on earth. Theologians call this event the Fall.

When God asked what happened, he was given history’s first buck-passing session.

“Eve gave it to me,” said Adam.
“The serpent deceived me,” said Eve.

We can only imagine what might have happened if Adam had said, “God, | confess. | messed up. I'm sorry””

He didn’t, and he paid the price. So do we.

The Descendants of Cain

17Cain had sexual relations with his wife,
and she became pregnant and gave birth to
Enoch. Then Cain founded a city, which he
named Enoch, after his son. 8Enoch had a
son named Irad. Irad became the father of*
Mehujael. Mehujael became the father of Me-
thushael. Methushael became the father of
Lamech.

19 Lamech married two women. The first
was named Adah, and the second was Zillah.
20 Adah gave birth to Jabal, who was the first
of those who raise livestock and live in tents.
21His brother’s name was Jubal, the first of
all who play the harp and flute. 22Lamech’s
other wife, Zillah, gave birth to a son named
Tubal-cain. He became an expert in forging

4:18 Or the ancestor of, and so throughout the verse.
“appointed.”

tools of bronze and iron. Tubal-cain had a sis-
ter named Naamah. 22 One day Lamech said
to his wives,

“Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;
listen to me, you wives of Lamech.
I have killed a man who attacked me,
a young man who wounded me.
24 [f someone who Kkills Cain is punished
seven times,
then the one who kills me will be
punished seventy-seven times!”

The Birth of Seth

25 Adam had sexual relations with his wife
again, and she gave birth to another son.
She named him Seth,* for she said, “God
has granted me another son in place of Abel,

4:25 Seth probably means “granted”; the name may also mean

4:19-24 Some people insist that the human race is developing and becoming better and better. When
we compare Lamech with his ancestor Cain, it is obvious that the trend has usually gone in the opposite
direction. Without God’s help, we only get worse. It is only by following God’s plan and receiving his grace
that we can hope to escape the natural slide toward pain and destruction.



whom Cain killed.” 26When Seth grew up,
he had a son and named him Enosh. At that
time people first began to worship the LORD
by name.

This is the written account of the de-

scendants of Adam. When God created
human beings,* he made them to be like him-
self. 2He created them male and female, and
he blessed them and called them “human.”

5 The Descendants of Adam

3When Adam was 130 years old, he became
the father of a son who was just like
him—in his very image. He named his
son Seth. 4After the birth of Seth, Adam
lived another 800 years, and he had
other sons and daughters. sAdam lived
930 years, and then he died.

6When Seth was 105 years old, he became
the father of* Enosh. 7 After the birth of*
Enosh, Seth lived another 807 years, and
he had other sons and daughters. 8Seth
lived 912 years, and then he died.

9When Enosh was 90 years old, he became
the father of Kenan. 10After the birth of
Kenan, Enosh lived another 815 years,
and he had other sons and daughters.
11Enosh lived 905 years, and then he died.

12When Kenan was 70 years old, he became
the father of Mahalalel. 3 After the
birth of Mahalalel, Kenan lived another
840 years, and he had other sons and
daughters. 14Kenan lived 910 years, and
then he died.

1sWhen Mahalalel was 65 years old, he
became the father of Jared. 16 After the
birth of Jared, Mahalalel lived another
830 years, and he had other sons and
daughters. 17Mahalalel lived 895 years,
and then he died.

18When Jared was 162 years old, he became
the father of Enoch. 12 After the birth of
Enoch, Jared lived another 800 years, and

5:1 Or man; Hebrew reads adam; similarly in 5:2.

birth of this ancestor of; also in 5:10, 13, 16, 19, 22, 26.
or “comfort.”  6:2 Hebrew daughters of men; also in 6:4.

5:6 Or the ancestor of; also in 5:9, 12, 15, 18, 21, 25.
5:29 Noah sounds like a Hebrew term that can mean “relief”
6:3 Greek version reads will not remain in.
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he had other sons and daughters. 20Jared
lived 962 years, and then he died.

2i'When Enoch was 65 years old, he became
the father of Methuselah. 22 After the
birth of Methuselah, Enoch lived in close
fellowship with God for another 300 years,
and he had other sons and daughters.
23Enoch lived 365 years, 2¢walking in close
fellowship with God. Then one day he
disappeared, because God took him.

23When Methuselah was 187 years old, he
became the father of Lamech. 26 After
the birth of Lamech, Methuselah lived
another 782 years, and he had other
sons and daughters. 22 Methuselah lived
969 years, and then he died.

28When Lamech was 182 years old, he
became the father of a son. 2Lamech
named his son Noah, for he said, “May
he bring us relief* from our work and
the painful labor of farming this ground
that the LORD has cursed.” 30After the
birth of Noah, Lamech lived another
595 years, and he had other sons and
daughters. 31 Lamech lived 777 years,
and then he died.

32 After Noah was 500 years old, he became
the father of Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

A World Gone Wrong
Then the people began to multiply on

the earth, and daughters were born to
them. 2The sons of God saw the beautiful
women* and took any they wanted as their
wives. 3Then the LORD said, “My Spirit will
not put up with* humans for such a long
time, for they are only mortal flesh. In the
future, their normal lifespan will be no more
than 120 years.”
4In those days, and for some time after, giant
Nephilites lived on the earth, for whenever
the sons of God had intercourse with women,
they gave birth to children who became the
heroes and famous warriors of ancient times.

5:7 Or the

5:1-32 This chapter has often been called the obituary column. Its recurring refrain is, “And then he died.”
Although Adam'’s physical death did not occur on the day he sinned, it did eventually come. Adam had reestab-
lished his relationship with God, but the physical consequences of his sin could not be avoided forever. We
may hope that after reestablishing our relationship with God, our troubles will be over. But a relationship with
God rarely frees us from the consequences of past sin. The consequences will catch up with us sooner or
later. But if we suffer for past mistakes, we can know that God will be with us each step of the way.

5:21-24 Little is said about the spiritual state of these patriarchs of the human race. But the account of

Enoch’s life provides us with a bright spot in this otherwise dismal chapter. Enoch was said to have “lived in
close fellowship with God.” His life should give us hope. He wasn’t trapped by the mistakes or apathy of his
peers and ancestors. Instead, he constantly walked with God.



WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT:

Work

+ CHANGING
COURSE

If you are a thief,
quit stealing.
Instead, use
your hands for
good hard work,
and then give
generously to
others in need.

EPHESIANS 4:28

+THE REAL BOSS

Work willingly at whatever
you do, as though you
were working for the Lord
rather than for people.

Remember that the Lord
will give you an inheritance
as your reward, and that
the Master you are serving
is Christ.

COLOSSIANS 3:23-24

+HOW WORK GOT TO BE A WHOLE LOT TOUGHER

And to the man he said,

“Since you listened to your wife and ate from the tree
whose fruit I commanded you not to eat,

the ground is cursed because of you.
All your life you will struggle to scratch a living from it.

It will grow thorns and thistles for you,
though you will eat of its grains.

By the sweat of your brow
will you have food to eat

until you return to the ground
from which you were made.” GENESIS 3:17-19

+PRAYING ABOUT +SLACKING OFF
YOUR JOB Al
May the Lord azy Pel‘ son

our God show
us his approval

is as bad as

e s someone who
successful.

Yes, make dEStI‘OYS
our efforts :
successfull thlngs.

PSALM 90:17

PROVERBS 18:9

+THE FIRST “JOB
DESCRIPTION”

Then God blessed them
and said, “Be fruitful and
multiply. Fill the earth
and govern it. Reign over
the fish in the sea, the
birds in the sky, and all
the animals that scurry
along the ground.”
GENESIS 1:28

+ + +

The LorD God placed the
man in the Garden of
Eden to tend and watch
over it. GENESIS 2:15

+ WORK HABITS

Jeroboam was a very
capable young man, and
when Solomon saw how
industrious he was, he put
him in charge of the labor
force from the tribes of
Ephraim and Manasseh,
the descendants of Joseph.

1 KINGS 11:28
++ 4+

Make it your goal to live
a quiet life, minding
your own business and
working with your hands,
just as we instructed you
before. Then people who
are not believers will
respect the way you live,
and you will not need

to depend on others.

1 THESSALONIANS 4:11-12




sThe LORD observed the extent of human
wickedness on the earth, and he saw that
everything they thought or imagined was
consistently and totally evil. 6So the LORD
was sorry he had ever made them and put
them on the earth. It broke his heart. 7And
the LorD said, “I will wipe this human race
I have created from the face of the earth.
Yes, and I will destroy every living thing—all
the people, the large animals, the small ani-
mals that scurry along the ground, and even
the birds of the sky. I am sorry I ever made
them.” 8But Noah found favor with the LORD.

The Story of Noah
9This is the account of Noah and his family.
Noah was a righteous man, the only blame-
less person living on earth at the time, and he
walked in close fellowship with God. 1°Noah
was the father of three sons: Shem, Ham, and
Japheth.

1INow God saw that the earth had become
corrupt and was filled with violence. 12God
observed all this corruption in the world, for
everyone on earth was corrupt. 3So God said
to Noah, “I have decided to destroy all living
creatures, for they have filled the earth with
violence. Yes, I will wipe them all out along
with the earth!

14“Build a large boat* from cypress wood*
and waterproof it with tar, inside and out.
Then construct decks and stalls throughout
its interior. 15Make the boat 450 feet long,
75 feet wide, and 45 feet high.* 16Leave an
18-inch opening* below the roof all the way
around the boat. Put the door on the side,
and build three decks inside the boat—lower,
middle, and upper.

17“Look! I am about to cover the earth with
6:14a Traditionally rendered an ark.

[23 meters] wide, and 30 cubits [13.8 meters]| high.
of each clean animal; similarly in 7:8.

6:14b Or gopher wood.
6:16 Hebrew an opening of 1 cubit [46 centimeters].
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a flood that will destroy every living thing
that breathes. Everything on earth will die.
18But I will confirm my covenant with you.
So enter the boat—you and your wife and
your sons and their wives. 9Bring a pair of
every kind of animal—a male and a female—
into the boat with you to keep them alive
during the flood. 20Pairs of every kind of bird,
and every kind of animal, and every kind of
small animal that scurries along the ground,
will come to you to be kept alive. 21 And be
sure to take on board enough food for your
family and for all the animals.”

2250 Noah did everything exactly as God
had commanded him.

The Flood Covers the Earth
When everything was ready, the LORD
said to Noah, “Go into the boat with
all your family, for among all the people of
the earth, I can see that you alone are righ-
teous. 2Take with you seven pairs—male and
female—of each animal I have approved for
eating and for sacrifice,* and take one pair
of each of the others. 3Also take seven pairs
of every kind of bird. There must be a male
and a female in each pair to ensure that all
life will survive on the earth after the flood.
4Seven days from now I will make the rains
pour down on the earth. And it will rain
for forty days and forty nights, until I have
wiped from the earth all the living things I
have created.”
550 Noah did everything as the LORD com-
manded him.
6Noah was 600 years old when the flood
covered the earth. 7"He went on board the boat
to escape the flood—he and his wife and his
sons and their wives. 8With them were all the

6:15 Hebrew 300 cubits [138 meters] long, 50 cubits
7:2 Hebrew

6:5-6 After years of patience, God saw that the human race still refused to live according to his plan. Here
we see that things were getting worse, not better. This broke God’s heart because of the great love he had
for his creation. It should encourage us to know that God doesn’t punish us simply out of anger. He loves
us very much and desires that we should follow him.

6:7 God promises to judge his fallen and sinful creation. Even though God is patient with us and gives

us many chances to change our ways, we cannot act with impunity. God is righteous, and he judges sin.
6:8-10 God did not destroy the righteous with the wicked. These verses are another statement of God’s
grace. God extended grace to Noah and his family. Noah knew Enoch’s secret. He lived his life in constant
fellowship with God. He broke the mold set by his ancestors and neighbors by drawing close to God. As a
result, Noah lived through the Flood and became the second father of the human race.

6:22 One has to wonder whether God’s instructions made any sense to Noah. God told him to build a
gigantic boat far from the nearest body of navigable water. But here we see that Noah was obedient even
though God’s instructions were hard to understand. This is one of the secrets of success in life. We may
not understand how everything works, but we must always be faithful to do what God tells us to do. When
we walk by faith as Noah did, God will watch over us.
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various kinds of animals—those approved for
eating and for sacrifice and those that were
not—along with all the birds and the small
animals that scurry along the ground. °They
entered the boat in pairs, male and female,
just as God had commanded Noah. 10After
seven days, the waters of the flood came and
covered the earth.

11When Noah was 600 years old, on the
seventeenth day of the second month, all the
underground waters erupted from the earth,
and the rain fell in mighty torrents from the
sky. 12The rain continued to fall for forty days
and forty nights.

13That very day Noah had gone into the
boat with his wife and his sons—Shem,
Ham, and Japheth—and their wives. 14 With
them in the boat were pairs of every kind
of animal—domestic and wild, large and
small—along with birds of every kind. sTwo
by two they came into the boat, representing
every living thing that breathes. 16A male and
female of each kind entered, just as God had
commanded Noah. Then the LorD closed the
door behind them.

17For forty days the floodwaters grew
deeper, covering the ground and lifting the
boat high above the earth. 18As the waters
rose higher and higher above the ground, the
boat floated safely on the surface. 19Finally,
the water covered even the highest moun-
tains on the earth, 2°rising more than twenty-
two feet* above the highest peaks. 21 All the
living things on earth died—birds, domestic
animals, wild animals, small animals that
scurry along the ground, and all the people.
2Everything that breathed and lived on dry
land died. 22God wiped out every living thing
on the earth—people, livestock, small ani-
mals that scurry along the ground, and the
birds of the sky. All were destroyed. The only
people who survived were Noah and those
with him in the boat. 2¢And the floodwaters
covered the earth for 150 days.

The Flood Recedes
But God remembered Noah and all the

wild animals and livestock with him in
the boat. He sent a wind to blow across the
earth, and the floodwaters began to recede.

7:20 Hebrew 15 cubits [6.9 meters].

On the first day of the tenth month; see 7:11 and note on 8:4.
8:14 Hebrew The twenty-seventh day of the second month arrived; see note on 8:13.

and every clean bird.

8:4 Hebrew on the seventeenth day of the seventh month; see 7:11.

2The underground waters stopped flowing,
and the torrential rains from the sky were
stopped. 3So the floodwaters gradually re-
ceded from the earth. After 150 days, ‘exactly
five months from the time the flood began,*
the boat came to rest on the mountains of
Ararat. STwo and a half months later,* as the
waters continued to go down, other moun-
tain peaks became visible.

6 After another forty days, Noah opened
the window he had made in the boat 7and
released a raven. The bird flew back and forth
until the floodwaters on the earth had dried
up. 8He also released a dove to see if the water
had receded and it could find dry ground.
9But the dove could find no place to land be-
cause the water still covered the ground. So it
returned to the boat, and Noah held out his
hand and drew the dove back inside. 10After
waiting another seven days, Noah released
the dove again. ' This time the dove returned
to him in the evening with a fresh olive leaf
in its beak. Then Noah knew that the flood-
waters were almost gone. 12He waited an-
other seven days and then released the dove
again. This time it did not come back.

13Noah was now 601 years old. On the first
day of the new year, ten and a half months
after the flood began,* the floodwaters had
almost dried up from the earth. Noah lifted
back the covering of the boat and saw that
the surface of the ground was drying. 4Two
more months went by,* and at last the earth
was dry!

15Then God said to Noah, 1¢“Leave the boat,
all of you—you and your wife, and your sons
and their wives. 17Release all the animals—
the birds, the livestock, and the small ani-
mals that scurry along the ground—so they
can be fruitful and multiply throughout the
earth.”

18So Noah, his wife, and his sons and their
wives left the boat. 1 And all of the large and
small animals and birds came out of the boat,
pair by pair.

20Then Noah built an altar to the LORD,
and there he sacrificed as burnt offerings
the animals and birds that had been ap-
proved for that purpose.* 21 And the LORD
was pleased with the aroma of the sacrifice
8:5 Hebrew

8:13 Hebrew On the first day of the first month; see 7:11.
8:20 Hebrew every clean animal

8:1 Noah had listened to God and obeyed all his requests. Now the boat was floating over the earth on
the floodwaters—not an ideal situation to be in. But God didn’t forget about Noah. It is comforting to know
that when we obey God, he will not forget us. He will stand by us until his plans for us are complete.



Trouble In Paradise

A JOKE PRINTED in the St. Louis Pennant back in 1840 serves as the first known record
of a phrase still in use today.

“Why have we every reason to believe that Adam and Eve were both rowdies?” asked
the editors.

“Because . . . they both raised Cain.”

Today the phrase “raise Cain” means to cause a lot of trouble—as the biblical Cain
surely did. This first human baby, the eldest child of Adam and Eve, grew up to become
the world’s first cold-blooded murderer (Genesis 4:1-8).

What drove Cain to kill his younger brother, Abel? Uncontrolled anger. And what caused
his anger? The Bible gives a surprising answer: religion.

Scripture tells us that while Cain raised crops, his brother managed livestock. At some
point both men wanted to offer the results of their labor as a sacrifice to God. But while
God accepted Abel’s offering, he rejected Cain’s—an event that led directly to the world’s
first homicide.

Why did God reject Cain’s sacrifice? Apparently it had little to do with the actual items
offered. Rather, it came down to the watershed issue that always separates true religion
from its deadly counterfeit: faith in God versus confidence in self. The book of Hebrews

tells us that Abel offered a better sacrifice than Cain “by
faith” (Hebrews 11:4). His genuine faith prompted him to

Cain hoped to give to God not second-rate leftovers but the very first and

impress God, best of his flocks (Genesis 4:4). Cain, meanwhile, hoped to
: impress God and to earn divine favor with his own gifts, but
but discovered discovered that God cannot be bought. The divine rejection

that God made him so angry that he took out his rage on his brother,
cannot be then lied about his crime (4:8-9).
bought. Manmade religion—that is, trying to impress God by what

we have done—always ends in disaster. We all have a choice

when God warns us against trying to impress him with our
puny efforts. Will we listen to him, trust him instead of trying to wow him, and do things
his way? Or will we insist on our own plans, get angry when they don’t work, blame God
for our failures, and then strike out at others?

Make no mistake: We face this choice every day. The New Testament writer Jude
warned his readers against following “in the footsteps of Cain” (Jude 1:11). He meant
that we always face the temptation of choosing self-aggrandizing effort over genuine
faith. Every one of us must repeatedly make scores of decisions about whether to trust
God and follow his instructions, or depend on ourselves and our ability to get God to
stand and applaud.

Some time before Cain struck down his brother, God advised him to do what was right
and warned him that he stood in a precarious place. Cain ignored the warning and wound
up a murderer. If we ignore similar warnings, do we really think we’ll wind up any better?

THE POINT: Nothing impresses God except genuine faith.
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and said to himself, “I will never again curse
the ground because of the human race, even
though everything they think or imagine is
bent toward evil from childhood. I will never
again destroy all living things. 22As long as
the earth remains, there will be planting and
harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter,
day and night.”

Then God blessed Noah and his sons
and told them, “Be fruitful and mul-

tiply. Fill the earth. 2All the animals of the
earth, all the birds of the sky, all the small
animals that scurry along the ground, and
all the fish in the sea will look on you with
fear and terror. I have placed them in your
power. 31 have given them to you for food,
just as I have given you grain and vegetables.
4But you must never eat any meat that still
has the lifeblood in it.

5“And I will require the blood of anyone
who takes another person’s life. If a wild
animal Kkills a person, it must die. And any-
one who murders a fellow human must die.
¢If anyone takes a human life, that person’s
life will also be taken by human hands. For
God made human beings* in his own image.
7’Now be fruitful and multiply, and repopu-
late the earth.”

8Then God told Noah and his sons, 2“1
hereby confirm my covenant with you and
your descendants, °and with all the animals
that were on the boat with you—the birds,
the livestock, and all the wild animals—every
living creature on earth. 11Yes, I am confirm-
ing my covenant with you. Never again will
floodwaters Kkill all living creatures; never
again will a flood destroy the earth.”

12Then God said, “I am giving you a sign
of my covenant with you and with all liv-
ing creatures, for all generations to come. 131
have placed my rainbow in the clouds. It is

9 God Confirms His Covenant

9:6 Or man; Hebrew reads ha-adam.

the sign of my covenant with you and with
all the earth. “When I send clouds over the
earth, the rainbow will appear in the clouds,
1sand [ will remember my covenant with you
and with all living creatures. Never again
will the floodwaters destroy all life. When I
see the rainbow in the clouds, I will remem-
ber the eternal covenant between God and
every living creature on earth.” 7Then God
said to Noah, “Yes, this rainbow is the sign
of the covenant I am confirming with all the
creatures on earth.”

Noah’s Sons

18The sons of Noah who came out of the boat
with their father were Shem, Ham, and Ja-
pheth. (Ham is the father of Canaan.) From
these three sons of Noah came all the people
who now populate the earth.

20 After the flood, Noah began to cultivate
the ground, and he planted a vineyard. 21One
day he drank some wine he had made, and
he became drunk and lay naked inside his
tent. 22Ham, the father of Canaan, saw that
his father was naked and went outside and
told his brothers. 22Then Shem and Japheth
took a robe, held it over their shoulders, and
backed into the tent to cover their father. As
they did this, they looked the other way so
they would not see him naked.

24When Noah woke up from his stupor,
he learned what Ham, his youngest son, had
done. 25Then he cursed Canaan, the son of
Ham:

“May Canaan be cursed!
May he be the lowest of servants to his
relatives.”

26Then Noah said,

“May the LorD, the God of Shem,
be blessed,
and may Canaan be his servant!

9:1-17 Noah and his family were the only people left after the Flood. The comforts of civilization had been
washed away. They had to start all over again. God gave Noah his special blessing and instituted a plan
that, if followed, would result in a healthy society. God has given us his Word, which contains the ultimate
blueprint for healthy living. And just as God gave the human race a new start with Noah, he can give each
of us a new start, too.

9:9-13 God assigned Noah the monumental task of rebuilding human society on earth. But God didn’t just
hand Noah the task and walk away. As we see in this passage, God gave Noah hope and set a rainbow in
the sky as a seal of his promise. As we are rebuilding our lives in keeping with God’s design, we can be sure
that God will support us with his presence and promises. And we should keep an eye out for the “rainbows”
along the way. God often leaves us signs to remind us of his loving presence and care.

9:20-21 With all the talk of Noah's righteousness and his fellowship with God, it is surprising to read that,
by his choice, he fell prey to the excesses of alcohol. The account of Noah’s drunkenness and shame comes
as a shock to the reader, but it is a reminder that even in ideal conditions it is easy for us to slip and fall. We
can never relax and feel as if we have it made, for that is when we become most vulnerable to sin.



A Bright Star in a Dark Sky

VIOLENCE IN THE STREETS. Corruption in the halls of power. Greed. Hatred. Debauchery.
All in all, a stinking cesspool of evil and wickedness.

Welcome to the time of Noah.

We may bemoan the collapse of morality in our own age, and rightly so, but human
society in Noah’s time had so degenerated that God looked down and saw that
“everything they thought or imagined was consistently and totally evil” (Genesis 6:5,
emphasis added). Human behavior had so badly decayed that “the LorD was sorry
he had ever made them and put them on the earth. It broke his heart” (6:6). And so
the holy God of the universe decided to unleash a worldwide flood to wipe humanity
from the face of the earth—all, that is, except for one exceptional man and his family.
Scripture introduces him simply: But Noah found favor with the Lorp (6:8).

In the middle of a violent, corrupt, and sordid society, what was different about Noah?
The Bible describes three personal traits that set him apart:

* He was “a righteous man.”
* He was “the only blameless person living on earth.”
+ He “walked in close fellowship with God” (6:9).

When God told him to build an enormous ship in which his family and a pair of every
kind of animal might safely ride out the flood—even though the gargantuan vessel would
remain landlocked until the deluge came—Noah obeyed.
“Noah did everything exactly as God had commanded him”

Noah lived (6:22), Scripture says. Noah wasn't perfect; no one is. But
among a because of his faith, God declared Noah righteous. The
vile people, writer of Hebrews says, “It was by faith that Noah built a

large boat to save his family from the flood. He obeyed God,

yet managed who warned him about things that had never happened

to resist before. By his faith Noah condemned the rest of the world,
their corrupt and he received the righteousness that comes by faith”
influences. (Hebrews 11:7).

We can only imagine the ridicule and abuse that Noah
endured before “the underground waters erupted from the
earth, and the rain fell in mighty torrents from the sky” (Genesis 7:11). Noah lived among
a vile people, yet he managed to resist their corrupt influence. How? By walking with God.
Noah’s life was a wonderful example of the kind of life all believers are exhorted to
live in 1 Peter 4:2-5:

You won’t spend the rest of your lives chasing your own desires, but you will be anxious
to do the will of God. . . .

Of course, your former friends are surprised when you no longer plunge into the flood
of wild and destructive things they do. So they slander you. But remember that they will
have to face God, who stands ready to judge everyone, both the living and the dead.

In spite of his culture, Noah continued to walk with God.

Noah is an ancient role model for us, as through a living faith we strive to live “clean,
innocent lives as children of God, shining like bright lights in a world full of crooked and
perverse people” (Philippians 2:15).

THE POINT: A vital walk with God enables a man to find God’s favor.
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27 May God expand the territory of Japheth!
May Japheth share the prosperity of
Shem,*
and may Canaan be his servant.”

28Noah lived another 350 years after the
great flood. 22He lived 950 years, and then
he died.

This is the account of the families of
10 Shem, Ham, and Japheth, the three

sons of Noah. Many children were
born to them after the great flood.

Descendants of Japheth

2The descendants of Japheth were Gomer,
Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech,
and Tiras.

3The descendants of Gomer were Ashkenaz,
Riphath, and Togarmah.

4The descendants of Javan were Elishah,
Tarshish, Kittim, and Rodanim.* sTheir
descendants became the seafaring peoples
that spread out to various lands, each
identified by its own language, clan, and
national identity.

Descendants of Ham

6The descendants of Ham were Cush,
Mizraim, Put, and Canaan.

’The descendants of Cush were Seba,
Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca.
The descendants of Raamah were Sheba
and Dedan.

8Cush was also the ancestor of

Nimrod, who was the first heroic warrior

on earth. ?Since he was the greatest

hunter in the world,* his name became

proverbial. People would say, “This man

is like Nimrod, the greatest hunter in

the world.” *He built his kingdom in

the land of Babylonia,* with the cities

of Babylon, Erech, Akkad, and Calneh.

1 From there he expanded his territory to

Assyria,* building the cities of Nineveh,

Rehoboth-ir, Calah, 12and Resen (the great

city located between Nineveh and Calah).
1BMizraim was the ancestor of the Ludites,

Anamites, Lehabites, Naphtuhites, 14Path-

rusites, Casluhites, and the Caphtorites,

from whom the Philistines came.*

9:27 Hebrew May he live in the tents of Shem.
1 Chr 1:7); most Hebrew manuscripts read Dodanim.
10:10 Hebrew Shinar.
came, and Caphtorites. Compare Jer 47:4; Amos 9:7.
brother was Japheth.

Compare Luke 3:36.

10:11 Or From that land Assyria went out.
10:15 Hebrew ancestor of Heth.
10:24 Greek version reads Arphaxad was the father of Cainan, Cainan was the father of Shelah.

15sCanaan’s oldest son was Sidon, the
ancestor of the Sidonians. Canaan
was also the ancestor of the Hittites,*
16Jebusites, Amorites, Girgashites,
17Hivites, Arkites, Sinites, 18 Arvadites,
Zemarites, and Hamathites. The
Canaanite clans eventually spread out,
19and the territory of Canaan extended
from Sidon in the north to Gerar and
Gaza in the south, and east as far
as Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and
Zeboiim, near Lasha.

20These were the descendants of Ham, identi-

fied by clan, language, territory, and national

identity.

Descendants of Shem

21Sons were also born to Shem, the older
brother of Japheth.* Shem was the
ancestor of all the descendants of Eber.

22The descendants of Shem were Elam,
Asshur, Arphaxad, Lud, and Aram.

23The descendants of Aram were Uz, Hul,
Gether, and Mash.

24 Arphaxad was the father of Shelah,* and
Shelah was the father of Eber.

25Eber had two sons. The first was named
Peleg (which means “division”), for during
his lifetime the people of the world were
divided into different language groups. His
brother’s name was Joktan.

26Joktan was the ancestor of Almodad,
Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 22 Hadoram,
Uzal, Diklah, 280bal, Abimael, Sheba,
290phir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these
were descendants of Joktan. 30The
territory they occupied extended from
Mesha all the way to Sephar in the
eastern mountains.

31These were the descendants of Shem, identi-

fied by clan, language, territory, and national

identity.

Conclusion

32These are the clans that descended from
Noah’s sons, arranged by nation according
to their lines of descent. All the nations of
the earth descended from these clans after
the great flood.

10:4 As in some Hebrew manuscripts and Greek version (see also
10:9 Hebrew a great hunter before the LORD; also in 10:9b.

10:14 Hebrew Casluhites, from whom the Philistines
10:21 Or Shem, whose older

10:1-32 This chapter is often called the Table of Nations. It is refreshing to realize that the God we worship
is not a local deity. He is sovereign over all ethnic and language groups, nations, and political entities. The
God who holds kings and empires in his hands surely has the power to hold us, too.



Personal Gold
from GORDON MACDONALD

ARE WE HAVING FUN YET?

I get the feeling we are a tired generation. Evidence abounds in a multitude of articles
about health problems related to overwork and exhaustion. Workaholism is a modern
word. No matter how hard we are willing to work in our competitive world, there always
seems to be someone willing to put in a few more hours than we are.

What is strange about our general fatigue is the fact that we are such a leisure-oriented
society. We actually have what is called a leisure industry, and it is among the most
profitable in our economy. Whole companies, organizations, and retail chain stores are
committed to providing the goods with which people can pursue fun and good times.

We probably have more time for leisure than we ever had before. So why is there so
much exhaustion and fatigue today? Is it real? Imagined? Or is the contemporary form
of exhaustion evidence that we no longer understand genuine rest, which is different
from the pursuit of leisure?

There is a biblical view of rest that needs to be uncovered and examined. In fact, the
Bible reveals God Himself to be the first “rester.” “On the seventh day God had finished
his work of creation, so he rested from all his work.” An even more enlightening com-
ment is made by Moses in Exodus 31:17—“For in six days the LORD made heaven and
earth, but on the seventh day he stopped working and was
refreshed” (.NLT). The literal translation suggests the phrase “He  Djyersion,
refreshed himself.” laughter, or

Does God indeed need to rest? Of course not! But did God
choose to rest? Yes. Why? Because God subjected creation to .

. will not restore
a rhythm of rest and work that he revealed by observing the )
rhythm himself, as a precedent for everyone else. In this way, the soul in
he showed us a key to order in our private worlds. the way that

This rest was not meant to be a luxury, but rather a necessity W€ crave.
for those who want to have growth and maturity. Since we have
not understood that rest is a necessity, we have perverted its meaning, substituting for
the rest that God first demonstrated things called leisure or amusement.

I am not by any means critical of the pursuit of fun-filled moments, diversion, laughter,
or recreation. I am proposing that these alone will not restore the soul in the way that
we crave. Although they may provide a sort of momentary rest for the body, they will
not satisfy the deep need for rest within the private world.

recreation alone
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The Tower of Babel
1 1 At one time all the people of the
world spoke the same language and
used the same words. 2As the people migrated
to the east, they found a plain in the land of
Babylonia* and settled there.

3They began saying to each other, “Let’s
make bricks and harden them with fire.” (In
this region bricks were used instead of stone,
and tar was used for mortar.) 4Then they said,
“Come, let’s build a great city for ourselves
with a tower that reaches into the sky. This
will make us famous and keep us from being
scattered all over the world.”

SBut the LOrRD came down to look at the
city and the tower the people were building.
6“Look!” he said. “The people are united,
and they all speak the same language. After
this, nothing they set out to do will be im-
possible for them! 7Come, let’s go down and
confuse the people with different languages.
Then they won’t be able to understand each
other.”

8In that way, the LORD scattered them all
over the world, and they stopped building the
city. 9That is why the city was called Babel,*
because that is where the LORD confused the
people with different languages. In this way
he scattered them all over the world.

The Line of Descent from Shem to Abram
10This is the account of Shem’s family.

Two years after the great flood, when
Shem was 100 years old, he became the
father of* Arphaxad. ! After the birth of*
Arphaxad, Shem lived another 500 years
and had other sons and daughters.

12When Arphaxad was 35 years old, he

11:2 Hebrew Shinar.

ancestor of; also in 11:12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24.
23, 25.

11:9 Or Babylon. Babel sounds like a Hebrew term that means “confusion.”
11:11 Or the birth of this ancestor of; also in 11:13, 15, 17, 19, 21,
11:12-13 Greek version reads ?When Arphaxad was 135 years old, he became the father of Cainan. *After the

became the father of Shelah. 13After the
birth of Shelah, Arphaxad lived another
403 years and had other sons and
daughters.*

14When Shelah was 30 years old, he became
the father of Eber. 15 After the birth of
Eber, Shelah lived another 403 years and
had other sons and daughters.

16When Eber was 34 years old, he became
the father of Peleg. 17 After the birth of
Peleg, Eber lived another 430 years and
had other sons and daughters.

18When Peleg was 30 years old, he became
the father of Reu. 19 After the birth of Reu,
Peleg lived another 209 years and had
other sons and daughters.

20When Reu was 32 years old, he became
the father of Serug. 2! After the birth of
Serug, Reu lived another 207 years and
had other sons and daughters.

22When Serug was 30 years old, he became
the father of Nahor. 23 After the birth of
Nahor, Serug lived another 200 years and
had other sons and daughters.

2¢#When Nahor was 29 years old, he became
the father of Terah. 25 After the birth of
Terah, Nahor lived another 119 years and
had other sons and daughters.

26 After Terah was 70 years old, he became
the father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

The Family of Terah

27This is the account of Terah’s family. Terah
was the father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran;
and Haran was the father of Lot. 28But Haran
died in Ur of the Chaldeans, the land of his
birth, while his father, Terah, was still living.
29Meanwhile, Abram and Nahor both mar-
ried. The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai,

11:10 Or the

birth of Cainan, Arphaxad lived another 430 years and had other sons and daughters, and then he died. When Cainan was
130 years old, he became the father of Shelah. After the birth of Shelah, Cainan lived another 330 years and had other sons
and daughters, and then he died. Compare Luke 3:35-36.

11:3-4 Whatever else the Tower of Babel might have represented, it was a mighty monument to human
pride. It was a symbol of man’s rebellion against the revealed will of God. This type of pride is always
destructive to human community and to God’s plan of redemption.

11:5-9 The Tower of Babel incident records the progression of broken communication that began back
in the Garden of Eden. After sin entered the world, Adam and Eve began to hide the truth. They tried to
blame each other and God for their mistakes, resulting in separation from God and barriers between that
first couple. The sinful pride of the people of Babel caused another great rift in human communication.
Numerous languages now divided them into various groups, making their cooperation difficult, if not
impossible. But the story doesn’t end there. God is in the business of restoring broken communication.
He chose the nation of Israel and spoke to them, giving them his laws. His Son was born through this
nation so he could speak to us and walk among us. And when the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost, the
diversity of language was no longer a barrier to communication (Acts 2:5-12). Following God’s plan
enhances our communication with him and the people around us.



Living by Faith

NO NAME IN THE OLD TESTAMENT shines more brightly than that of Abraham.

The apostle Paul referred to Abraham as “the spiritual father of those who have faith”
(Romans 4:11). Hundreds of years after Abraham’s death, Levite worship leaders lauded
him as one who “had proved himself faithful” (Nehemiah 9:8). God himself called
Abraham “my friend” (Isaiah 41:8).

Who was this man who willingly left a comfortable life to homestead in a strange
land? And why did God promise to bless the whole world through him?

Abraham grew up in pagan Mesopotamia. During his early adult years, his father,
Terah, took Abraham (then called Abram) and his young bride Sarai, westward toward
Canaan. They got no farther than a town named Haran, however, and settled there,
on the banks of a tributary of the Euphrates River.

Many years later, God called the 75-year-old Abraham to “Leave your native country,
your relatives, and your father’s family, and go to the land that | will show you” (Genesis
12:1). Abraham immediately got up and “went without knowing where he was going”
(Hebrews 11:8). Because Abraham trusted God and obeyed him, the Lord gave Abraham
an astonishing promise that continues to bless and shape the world today:
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“I will make you into a great nation. | will bless you and make you famous, and you will
be a blessing to others. | will bless those who bless you and curse those who treat you
with contempt. All the families on earth will be blessed through you.” (Genesis 12:2-3)

Despite Sarai’s inability to have children (11:30), God promised Abraham that his
descendants would become as numerous as the stars in the night sky—and Abraham
“believed the LorD, and the LorD counted him as righteous because of his faith” (15:6).
In this way Abraham became the chief biblical example of a man who banked his whole

future on the Lord’s promises. In the apostle Paul’s words,
. Abraham “was fully convinced that God is able to do whatever
Abraham is the he promises” (Romans 4:21).
chief biblical Did this make him perfect? Did Abraham’s strong faith
examp|e of keep him from ever stepping out of God’s will? Far from it.
The Bible forthrightly tells us, for example, that fear of a
a man who . ) ) .
. powerful ruler drove Abraham to lie about his relationship to
banked his  pis wife—not once, but twice (Genesis 12:10-20; 20:1-18).
entire future Abraham and his wife also struggled when God seemed
on God’s to delay keeping his promise. After ten years went by and
promises. they still had no son, they agreed to_“help God out” by using
a surrogate mother named Hagar. Nine months later, Hagar
gave birth to Ishmael, Abraham’s firstborn son—but it was
not God'’s intention to honor his promise in this way (16:1-16). Not until another 14
years passed did God enable Sarah to have a son, Isaac, and so the promised child was
finally born to a man who “figured his body was as good as dead” (Romans 4:19).

Abraham, perhaps more than any other Old Testament figure, shows us what a life of
faith looks like. When we live by faith, we “share the same blessing Abraham received
because of his faith” (Galatians 3:9).

THE POINT: Faith means believing—and acting—on the promises of God.
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+ + + Men, Women, & God

Abraham Didn’t Stop
to Ask Directions

Genesis 12:1-9

GOD GAVE ABRAHAM an unusual assignment: “Leave your native country, your relatives, and your father's
family, and go to the land that | will show you” (Genesis 12:1).

Abraham (who was going by the name Abram at the time) didn’t wait around for God to give him a
detailed map and itinerary. And back then, they didn’t have GPS technology to pinpoint their location.

Instead, Abraham told his wife and family to pack up and hit the road without asking for further direc-
tions. “Abram departed as the LorD had instructed,” says Genesis 12:4.

For centuries, women have been criticizing men who set out on a trip without consulting a map and
refuse to stop and ask for help. Is it possible that this near-universal male trait is ancient Abraham’s

legacy to modern man?

Perhaps, but there’s a bigger message to be found by examining Abraham’s travel habits. More than
anything else, he took God at his word. He believed God, and he based his life on that belief.

That’s why the writer of the New Testament book of Hebrews praises Abraham as a model of faith. “It
was by faith that Abraham obeyed when God called him to leave home and go to another land that God
would give him as his inheritance. He went without knowing where he was going” (Hebrews 11:8).

That doesn’'t mean women are always wrong when they ask men if they know where they're going. But
there may be times in a man’s life when he must follow God into uncharted territory.

and the name of Nahor’s wife was Milcah.
(Milcah and her sister Iscah were daugh-
ters of Nahor’s brother Haran.) 30But Sarai
was unable to become pregnant and had no
children.

310ne day Terah took his son Abram, his
daughter-in-law Sarai (his son Abram's wife),
and his grandson Lot (his son Haran’s child)
and moved away from Ur of the Chaldeans.
He was headed for the land of Canaan, but
they stopped at Haran and settled there. 32Te-
rah lived for 205 years* and died while still
in Haran.

The Call of Abram
1 2 The LorD had said to Abram, “Leave

your native country, your relatives,
and your father’s family, and go to the land
that I will show you. 2I will make you into a
great nation. I will bless you and make you
famous, and you will be a blessing to others.
3] will bless those who bless you and curse

11:32 Some ancient versions read 145 years; compare 11:26 and 12:4.

those who treat you with contempt. All the
families on earth will be blessed through
you.”

4So Abram departed as the LOrRD had in-
structed, and Lot went with him. Abram was
seventy-five years old when he left Haran.
SHe took his wife, Sarai, his nephew Lot,
and all his wealth—his livestock and all the
people he had taken into his household at
Haran—and headed for the land of Canaan.
When they arrived in Canaan, 6 Abram trav-
eled through the land as far as Shechem.
There he set up camp beside the oak of
Moreh. At that time, the area was inhabited
by Canaanites.

’Then the LORD appeared to Abram and
said, “I will give this land to your descen-
dants.*” And Abram built an altar there and
dedicated it to the LorD, who had appeared
to him. 8 After that, Abram traveled south
and set up camp in the hill country, with
Bethel to the west and Ai to the east. There

12:7 Hebrew seed.

12:4 This verse indicates the beginning of Abram’s radical obedience to God. Having discovered God’s
will, Abram became willing to do what God’s plan required of him. Our spiritual renewal begins when we
learn to seek God’s will and follow it without reservation.



Too Close to the Edge

A LOT OF MEN today like to live on the edge. Tired of routine and bored with a seat-belted
culture, they seek out the daring, the daunting, and the dangerous.

Lot would have felt right at home with guys like this. But when he applied this attitude
to his spiritual life, he paid a tremendous price.

Lot grew up in the care of his grandfather, Terah, after his father died. When Terah
moved his family to Haran, Lot went along, and when Abraham and Sarah left for the
Promised Land, Lot accompanied them (Genesis 11:28, 31; 12:4).

Both Lot and Abraham prospered along the way, and soon Abraham had to say to his
nephew, in essence, “Boy, this town ain’t big enough for the both of us. Which way do
you want to go?” (13:8-9). Lot looked over his options, then took his livestock in the
direction of a town named Sodom.

Yes, that Sodom. As in, “Sodom and Gomorrah.”

We notice a sad progression in Lot’s fascination with living on the edge. At first he
lives in tents outside the city. Then he owns a house inside the city walls. And before
we know it, we see him sitting at the entrance to the city (19:1), an indication of Lot’s
importance and high status in the community. Lot seems to have embraced Sodom’s

evil culture—even though “the people of this area were
extremely wicked and constantly sinned against the LorD”

There is a sad (13:13).

progression Eventually God decided to put an end to Sodom. He sent
two angels to drag Lot and his family out of the doomed
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. . city. Lot tried to warn his two future sons-in-law of their peril,
fascination but they laughed at him and assumed he was joking. As
with Iiving on zero hour approached, Lot hesitated and tried to delay his
the edge_ departure; finally, the angels literally grabbed his wrist and

forced him to leave, along with his wife and two daughters.

And even when the angels told him to flee to the mountains,
Lot tried to negotiate a better deal: “I cannot go to the mountains. Disaster would catch
up to me there. . . . See, there is a small village nearby. Please let me go there instead”
(19:19, 20). During their flight, Lot’s wife disobeyed the angels’ instructions and looked
back at the home they were leaving. Her refusal to let go of her life in sinful Sodom was
instantly and severely punished as God turned her into a pillar of salt (19:26).

Soon after Sodom and Gomorrah went up in smoke, Lot took his two daughters to
live in a cave. Shortly thereafter, the girls decide to carry on their family line. But with
no other men around, they faithlessly chose to get Lot drunk and into bed with each
of them. (You didn’t think the Bible would mention incest?) The girls gave birth to
illegitimate sons who founded two nations, Moab and Ammon, which would ultimately
harass Israel for centuries to come.

That’s what can happen when you live too fast and too dangerously. And keep in mind
that Lot was a believer. Peter calls him “a righteous man who was sick of the shameful
immorality of the wicked people around him” (2 Peter 2:7).

Even a man like Lot can be seduced by the flash and excitement of living on the edge.
But beware! The drop-off may lie closer than you think.

THE POINT: When you live close to the edge, you're only a pebble away from falling.
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he built another altar and dedicated it to the
LorD, and he worshiped the Lorp. °Then
Abram continued traveling south by stages
toward the Negev.

Abram and Sarai in Egypt

10At that time a severe famine struck the land
of Canaan, forcing Abram to go down to
Egypt, where he lived as a foreigner. 11 As he
was approaching the border of Egypt, Abram
said to his wife, Sarai, “Look, you are a very
beautiful woman. 12When the Egyptians see
you, they will say, ‘This is his wife. Let’s kill
him; then we can have her!’ 13So please tell
them you are my sister. Then they will spare
my life and treat me well because of their in-
terest in you.”

14 And sure enough, when Abram arrived
in Egypt, everyone noticed Sarai’s beauty.
1sWhen the palace officials saw her, they
sang her praises to Pharaoh, their king, and
Sarai was taken into his palace. *Then Pha-
raoh gave Abram many gifts because of her—
sheep, goats, cattle, male and female donkeys,
male and female servants, and camels.

17But the LORD sent terrible plagues upon
Pharaoh and his household because of Sa-
rai, Abram’s wife. 18So Pharaoh summoned
Abram and accused him sharply. “What have
you done to me?” he demanded. “Why didn't
you tell me she was your wife? ¥Why did you
say, ‘She is my sister,” and allow me to take
her as my wife? Now then, here is your wife.
Take her and get out of here!” 20Pharaoh or-
dered some of his men to escort them, and
he sent Abram out of the country, along with
his wife and all his possessions.

Abram and Lot Separate
13 So Abram left Egypt and traveled
north into the Negev, along with
his wife and Lot and all that they owned.
2(Abram was very rich in livestock, silver,
and gold.) 3From the Negev, they continued
traveling by stages toward Bethel, and they
pitched their tents between Bethel and Aj,
where they had camped before. ¢This was the
same place where Abram had built the altar,
and there he worshiped the LORD again.
sLot, who was traveling with Abram, had
also become very wealthy with flocks of sheep
and goats, herds of cattle, and many tents.
6But the land could not support both Abram
and Lot with all their flocks and herds living
so close together. 7So disputes broke out be-
tween the herdsmen of Abram and Lot. (At
that time Canaanites and Perizzites were also
living in the land.)

8Finally Abram said to Lot, “Let’s not allow
this conflict to come between us or our herds-
men. After all, we are close relatives! The
whole countryside is open to you. Take your
choice of any section of the land you want,
and we will separate. If you want the land to
the left, then I'll take the land on the right.
If you prefer the land on the right, then I'll
go to the left.”

Lot took a long look at the fertile plains
of the Jordan Valley in the direction of Zoar.
The whole area was well watered everywhere,
like the garden of the LORD or the beautiful
land of Egypt. (This was before the LORD de-
stroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) 11 Lot chose
for himself the whole Jordan Valley to the
east of them. He went there with his flocks

12:10 We may wonder what Abram expected the Promised Land to be like. In this passage, we see that
he arrived to find the land ravaged by famine. It probably wasn’t what he had expected or hoped for, but
it was the place that God had intended for him and his descendants. There will be times when things are
difficult. We may need to do things that we are not comfortable doing. But we need to follow God—even
when his plan doesn’t lead us down the paths we had expected or hoped for.

12:11-13 The lie that Abram told here showed that he lacked faith in God. He didn’t believe that God
would protect him, so he took things into his own hands. We may feel that a little lie is justified if it is
intended to protect something important to us. We may even succeed in getting away with it for a while,
but all lies reap long-term consequences. It is best to trust God to protect us as we tell the truth. The
God of truth will stand with us as we dare to speak the truth.

13:5-11 A conflict developed between the families of Abram and Lot over pastureland for their flocks.
To strengthen the strained family relationship, Abram offered Lot first choice of the land. Abram realized
that people were more important than possessions, so he sacrificed his right to the best land to main-
tain harmony between their families. We need to learn this important lesson: Our relationships are more
important than the things we own.

13:11-13 One bad choice often leads to another. The choices Lot made here and in the following
chapters led him toward his later fall. Here, he selfishly chose the best land and the easy lifestyle that
would accompany it. In 13:12-13, he chose to move closer to the wicked city of Sodom. In 19:1-18,

he chose to become an important man in a wicked place. In 19:30-38, his fall reached its final depths
as he had incestuous relations with his daughters. We need to think ahead, reflecting on the probable
consequences of our present decisions.



and servants and parted company with
his uncle Abram. 12So Abram settled in the
land of Canaan, and Lot moved his tents to
a place near Sodom and settled among the
cities of the plain. B3But the people of this
area were extremely wicked and constantly
sinned against the LORD.

14 After Lot had gone, the LORD said to
Abram, “Look as far as you can see in every
direction—north and south, east and west.
5] am giving all this land, as far as you can
see, to you and your descendants* as a per-
manent possession. 6And I will give you so
many descendants that, like the dust of the
earth, they cannot be counted! 7Go and walk
through the land in every direction, for [ am
giving it to you.”

18§0 Abram moved his camp to Hebron and
settled near the oak grove belonging to Mamre.
There he built another altar to the LOrD.

Abram Rescues Lot
14 About this time war broke out in the
region. King Amraphel of Babylonia,*
King Arioch of Ellasar, King Kedorlaomer of
Elam, and King Tidal of Goiim 2fought against
King Bera of Sodom, King Birsha of Gomorrah,
King Shinab of Admah, King Shemeber of Ze-
boiim, and the king of Bela (also called Zoar).
3This second group of kings joined forces in

13:15 Hebrew seed; also in 13:16.
Valley (see 14:3); also in 14:10.

14:1 Hebrew Shinar; also in 14:9.
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Siddim Valley (that is, the valley of the Dead
Sea*). 4For twelve years they had been subject
to King Kedorlaomer, but in the thirteenth
year they rebelled against him.

SOne year later Kedorlaomer and his allies ar-
rived and defeated the Rephaites at Ashteroth-
karnaim, the Zuzites at Ham, the Emites at
Shaveh-kiriathaim, ¢and the Horites at Mount
Seir, as far as El-paran at the edge of the wilder-
ness. ’Then they turned back and came to En-
mishpat (now called Kadesh) and conquered
all the territory of the Amalekites, and also the
Amorites living in Hazazon-tamar.

8Then the rebel kings of Sodom, Gomorrah,
Admah, Zeboiim, and Bela (also called Zoar)
prepared for battle in the valley of the Dead
Sea.* *They fought against King Kedorlaomer
of Elam, King Tidal of Goiim, King Amraphel
of Babylonia, and King Arioch of Ellasar—four
kings against five. 10As it happened, the valley
of the Dead Sea was filled with tar pits. And
as the army of the kings of Sodom and Go-
morrah fled, some fell into the tar pits, while
the rest escaped into the mountains. 11 The
victorious invaders then plundered Sodom
and Gomorrah and headed for home, taking
with them all the spoils of war and the food
supplies. 12They also captured Lot—Abram’s
nephew who lived in Sodom—and carried off
everything he owned.

14:3 Hebrew Salt Sea. 14:8 Hebrew Siddim

ABRAM HITS THE ROAD

Abram and his clan walked from Ur to Haran (600 miles), on to Canaan (400 miles), then
down to Egypt (325 miles), and back to Canaan again. A comparable hike today:
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+ + + Men, Women, & God

Childless and
Hopeless

Genesis 16 and 19:30-38

GOD MADE A solemn promise to Abraham and
Sarah that he would give them a child. He
promised that their descendants would be as
numerous as the stars in the sky.

But by the time Abraham and Sarah had
reached the age for rocking chairs and walkers,
they still hadn’t been given a child.

Like many contemporary couples who experi-
ence difficulty conceiving, Abraham and Sarah
probably went through their share of sadness,
suffering, and self-doubts. Had God really prom-
ised them a child? If so, whose fault was it that
no child had come?

Eventually, Sarah decided to take matters into
her own hands. She had Abraham sleep with her
servant Hagar, who gave birth to a son named
Ishmael. By the time Abraham and Sarah’s own
son, Isaac, was born a few years later, this fam-
ily’s storyline was already more complicated
than a soap opera.

Today, Jews consider themselves descen-
dants of Isaac, while Arabs consider themselves
descendants of Ishmael. Some have suggested
that today’s geopolitical tensions stretch back
to Sarah’s impatience to have a child.

You would think this experience would
serve as a lesson. But some of Abraham’s
family members made similar errors later on.
Jacob’s wives convinced him to sleep with their
servants to produce children, and his family be-
came so dysfunctional that eventually ten of his
sons sold their brother Joseph into slavery. Lot’s
daughters became so desperate for children
that they slept with their own father, producing
two more ethnic groups that tormented the
people of Israel for centuries.

It is dangerous to lose faith in God and take
matters into our own hands.

1BBut one of Lot’s men escaped and re-
ported everything to Abram the Hebrew, who
was living near the oak grove belonging to
Mamre the Amorite. Mamre and his relatives,
Eshcol and Aner, were Abram’s allies.

14When Abram heard that his nephew
Lot had been captured, he mobilized the
318 trained men who had been born into his
household. Then he pursued Kedorlaomer’s
army until he caught up with them at Dan.
1sThere he divided his men and attacked dur-
ing the night. Kedorlaomer’s army fled, but
Abram chased them as far as Hobah, north of
Damascus. 16 Abram recovered all the goods
that had been taken, and he brought back his
nephew Lot with his possessions and all the
women and other captives.

Melchizedek Blesses Abram
17 After Abram returned from his victory over
Kedorlaomer and all his allies, the king of
Sodom went out to meet him in the valley
of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley).

18 And Melchizedek, the king of Salem and
a priest of God Most High,* brought Abram
some bread and wine. Melchizedek blessed
Abram with this blessing:

“Blessed be Abram by God Most High,
Creator of heaven and earth.
20 And blessed be God Most High,
who has defeated your enemies for you.”

Then Abram gave Melchizedek a tenth of all
the goods he had recovered.

21The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give
back my people who were captured. But you
may keep for yourself all the goods you have
recovered.”

22 Abram replied to the king of Sodom, “I
solemnly swear to the LORD, God Most High,
Creator of heaven and earth, 23that I will
not take so much as a single thread or san-
dal thong from what belongs to you. Other-
wise you might say, ‘I am the one who made
Abram rich.” 241 will accept only what my
young warriors have already eaten, and I re-
quest that you give a fair share of the goods
to my allies—Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre.”

14:18 Hebrew El-Elyon; also in 14:19, 20, 22.

14:14-16 A number of important character traits
emerge as we examine Abram’s prompt military
action. He proved himself to be a man of courage,
always ready to act when the situation demanded
it. He was willing to give up certain luxuries in order
to follow the plan God had laid out for him. These
are important traits for us to emulate as we seek
to maintain spiritual gains.
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WHAT’S THE POINT QUICK REFERENCE LIST

Genesis God created people to have a relationship with him.
Exodus God loves his people enough to demand holiness.
Leviticus God pays attention to detail.
Numbers The road to God’s best may not be short.
Deuteronomy On your way to a great future, don’t ignore the past.
Joshua To be a winner, listen to God and show a lot of courage
because God is with you.
Judges Without the Lord, today’s victory won't last long.
Ruth God reverses tragedy for his people.
1 Samuel God blesses the man who serves him 100 percent.
2 Samuel Even a superstar can shoot himself in the foot.
1 Kings If leaders don't listen to God, they’ll wish they had.
2 Kings Men become like what they worship.
1 Chronicles A godly man can achieve much.
2 Chronicles Those who rely on the Lord make a huge difference in life.
Ezra Time in the Word and in prayer is time well spent.
Nehemiah Starting all over is hard—but not impossible.
Esther God enjoys setting up dramatic results.
Job When your life explodes, trust is more important than logic.
Psalms God deserves our greatest passion.
Proverbs Life is complex—play it smart.
Ecclesiastes The externals aren’t as great as they look.
Song of Songs The love of a good woman is worth cultivating.
Isaiah Sin is serious, but God will forgive and restore.
Jeremiah When nothing goes right, keep doing right.
Lamentations It’s no fun to be humbled.
Ezekiel When God'’s favor is squandered, the result is not pretty.
Daniel A godly man can thrive under pressure.
Hosea God goes the extra mile to rescue his own.
Joel Judgment is coming—but so is the Holy Spirit.
Amos It takes more than “religion” to impress God.
Obadiah Grudges eventually backfire.
Jonah It's not smart to dodge God’s directive.
Micah God is not a soft touch in the face of disobedience.
Nahum One generation’s revival guarantees nothing for the next.
Habakkuk God’s justice system can get a little complicated—but it’s
always perfect.
Zephaniah Actions lead to consequences.
Haggai God isn’t content to play second string.
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Zechariah The coming Messiah gave Israel a reason for hope.
Malachi Don't “play games” with God.
Matthew God kept his many promises to send us a Savior.
Mark Jesus does more than talk; he makes things happen.
Luke Jesus cares about the individual.
John This Man is like no other. What will you do with him?
Acts The unstoppable grace of God in Christ Jesus is for every race
and nation.
Romans Everybody has offended God—but God has a solution.
1 Corinthians Sex, money, and power—they all must yield to God’s control.
2 Corinthians A tough man can endure tough times.
Galatians Working to impress God doesn’t work.
Ephesians Your potential is huge. Reach for it.
Philippians Run for the highest prize.
Colossians Christ is Number One—so live like it.
1 Thessalonians Hang tough; your Master is coming back.
2 Thessalonians While you're waiting for the Second Coming . . . get to work!
1 Timothy Character is more important than talent.
2 Timothy Run a strong race and finish well.
Titus Give the gospel a good name in the world.
Philemon Take time to help the guy who’s messed up.
Hebrews Jesus is the best. Never take your eyes off of him.
James Real Christians don’t just stand around.
1 Peter God’s people won't always be popular—and that’s okay.
2 Peter Don't yield to critics and con men.
1 John Love God intensely, and the rest of life straightens out.
2 John Not every polished speaker knows what he’s talking about.
3 John Be a gracious, yet discerning, host.
Jude Don’t put up with sloppy teaching.
Revelation In the end, the Great One wins.

page 1732



	Front cover
	Presentation Page
	Title page
	Copyright page
	Contents
	Introduction
	Other front matter
	Verse finder
	One Year Reading Plan
	Main content
	Indexes


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /None
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /None
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /None
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames false
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo true
      /AddRegMarks true
      /BleedOffset [
        18
        0
        18
        18
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 21
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




