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HANDS-ON BIBLE!

Discover why the
Hands=0n Bible is the book
you can't put down.
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HANDS-ON BIBLE EXPERIENCES

This Bible will excite, ignite,
and invite you to experience
the Bible as you read it.
Science experiments, crafts,
journals, snacks—you’ll do the
Bible. And that means you’ll
remember the Bible!

That's why we've included SECRET
MESSAGES throughout the Bible that
send you searching for other places in
the Bible. Think of it as a Bible treasure
hunt! You’ll explore the Bible like never
before and discover that God’s Word is
an amazing whole, not just disconnected

books under one cover.
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Did someone say

No, the word is
hospitality. And that's
what Abraham showed
his three visitors when

he fed them a meal.
Read Genesis 18:1-
15. Hospitality means
sharing your home and
food. Make this snack
to show hospitality the
next time your friends
come over.

bread in half.
(A tortilla would
work, too.)

Stuff with slices

Invite a few
friends, and
chow down!

’re on your way!
ospitality, that is

can you sho

r friends this week?

. Hi, my name is ABRAHAM

REAL BIBLE HEROES AND LOTS MORE

BIBLE HERO
BIOGRAPHIES

talk straight to you, heart-to-heart.
These heroes admit mistakes, joke
around, confess when they're scared,
and marvel at how God used them.
Real people. Real heroes. Real Bible
learning. And every biography gives you
something to do.

Like all of God's heroes (except Jesus), | made some whopper
mistakes. But | know | did at least one thing right. When

the Lord told me to leave my house and friends, | obeyed.

God just said “go™ and promised that my children would
become a strong nation. But many years went by, and my wife,

(shepherd, parent of a nation)
Sarah, and | almost gave up on God's promise. We still had

no children, and we were old! Imagine your grandma and grandpa, or even your
great-grandparents, having a baby. Well, that's exactly what happened to us. | was
100 years old and Sarah was 9o when we had Isaac—my wife just couldn’t stop
laughing! In fact, we picked a name for our son that showed our joy. |saac means

Want to see
couple of them?

“laughter.” That's no joke!

When Isaac grew into his teens, | had the worst day

of my life. Read Genesis 22:1-18 to find out what
happened. During that frightening day, | obeyed
God, and God took care of my son and me. You'll
probably make a few mistakes in your life, but
whatever you do, obey God. If you follow God's lead,
he’ll take you to the right place.
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GET TO KNOW GOD BETTER WITH YOUR

HANDS-ON BIBLE

Creation
Genesis 1-1

sTories you absolurtely
have o know,

WHAT IS THAT?!

Consider This:
= The giant squid's eye
can be as big as 15
It's a moth's wings up really close, imches acrass! (That's
Whether you look at God's creation up close or three inches longer
from far off, you have to admit that it's amazing! than your rulerl}

* A cockroach can
live up to 30
days without a
head! Eww!

After creating everything, God said, *It is very
good.” God could have said, “It is incredibie!”

God thought up the tinkest moth and the largest
| star And God created you!
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FROM
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N SAAARERA AR these full-color extravaganzas
will wow you as you discover that
you are part of God’s BIG plan.
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Mame your creation, thes compare your creation to Ged"
1 by reading GENESIS.

(Dog head, giraffe seck,
rhino body, bird legs)

g WHY DID 60D : * The main reason was that God wanted to have a
! GO TO ALL THE relationship with you! You can have a relationship
TROUBLE OF with God by putting your faith in Jesus, Cheek out
CREATION? these verses to leam more:
JOHN 3:16; ROMANS 5:23; ROMANS 10:9-10;
AND JOHN 15:15-17.

THE JESUS CONNECTION

God wants you to grow in your friendship with Jesus. Read
THE JESUS CONNECTION in every book introduction and on
every Bible Bonanza page. Discover how the focus of the
Bible is Jesus!
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How to Use This Bible

You've got the world's coolest Bible in your hands, so where do
you start? Anywhere! Any page you open to in this Bible will
be a good place to start. God's Word is great, from the first
page to the last. Every word is true, inspired by God, and
written for you!

If you've opened this Bible, you've probably noticed zll
the fun activities inside. Good! Here are a few tips about
them.

Before you start any activity in this Bible, always check
with a parent or teacher first. Here's why:

B Some activities require adult help or
supervision. An adult may know some safety precautions
you haven’t thought of.

B Sometimes it’ll be easier to have an adult get the supplies
you need.

B Some people have food allergies that can be dangerous.
So before you do a snack activity, an adult can help you
carefully read food labels to check for hidden ingredients
that can cause allergy-related problems.

So, are you ready to get started? Good for you! Remember, this is your Bible.

Read it »

Remember it. )
Write init. ——,

ghare it.
Measure it.
-~ Treasure it.
L"/e 't'-\
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How to Find Your Way
around the Bible

Finding your way around the Bible is easy!

The first thing is finding the book you want. Just go to the “Contents” page at
the beginning of this Bible and look for the name of the book. That'll tell you what
page to turn to. (If you already know the order of the books, look it up that way.
If not, you can look up the name in the “Alphabetical Listing of Bible Books."”)

Next, you'll want to find a certain chapter in that book. Each book of the Bible
is divided into chapters and verses, and each chapter and verse has a number. The
bigger numbers on the pages are the chapter numbers. You can also find the chap-
ter numbers at the top of every page. The smaller numbers are the verse numbers.

Here's how a Bible verse is usually written. Let’s say you want to find the first
verse in the Bible. It would be written like this: Genesis 1:1. Here's what that

means:
GENESIS 1:1
- Lo
Here's the Ikmk".":.l. the ('halill('r".' . . the Verse.

See? It's the book of Genesis, chapter 1, verse 1. It's kind of like each verse has its
own address. Let's try another one! Let's look up a verse about when Jesus was born.

LUKE 2:7
e

OK. first you find the
BOOK OF LUKE. .

e Finally. look in CHAPTER 2

for the little number 7-

Remember how? You got it!
Look it up on the Contents Next v d A
page. (The more you read your Yo\ YOU nee that's VERSE 7.
Bible, the more you'll get to to find Now read it! See? You just found
know the books. Pretty soon CHAPTER 2. a verse that tells a very important
you won't even have to look Just lock for the part of the history of the world.
at the list. Really!) bigger numbers. Way to go!

",
LLTTY
e

Now that you have the hang of it, try looking these up on your own! After you
read each verse, write it out in your own words. Here's a list to start with: John
3:16; Deuteronomy 6:5; 1 Corinthians 13:13; Jeremiah 29:11.

Here's another one that's a little tricky: Matthew 28:5-7. See the short line
between the verse numbers? It means to read more than one verse. So here it
means: Read verses 5 through 7.

Why Are There So Many
Hard Words in the Bible?

What do you mean? Don't tell me you find Maher-shzalal-hash-baz (Isaiah 8:1)
hard to pronounce. Or what about Tahtim-hodshi (2 Samuel 24:6)7 Piece of cake,
right? (0K, just kidding.)

Sure, many words in the Bible are hard to pronounce and understand, especially
names of people and places. That's because the Bible was written & long time
ago in faraway places. (Even today, people from other countries have different-

name of a province in China!)

There are other words in the Bible that might not be as difficult to pronounce,
but they're still not familiar to us. We don't use the word tabernacle too much in
everyday talk, but it’s an important word in the Bible—it's the tent where God
originally lived among the Israelites (see Exodus 25:8-9).

Some other words seem strange to us because they come from other languages.
The fifth book of the Bible, for instance, is called Deuteronomy. What does that
mean? Actually, it's Greek for “second” (deuter) “law” (nomos). It's called that
because in Deutercnomy Moses repeats much of the Law God gave him earlier on
Mount Sinai.

Other words have big meanings that are hard to understand. For example, Jesus
is called our “Mediator” in 1 Timothy 2:5. A mediator is someone who comes
between two people who have a disagreement and works out a solution. God is
deeply offended by sin, but Jesus took away our sin. He comes between God and
us so we can have a friendly relationship again.

Even though you may stumble over the words once in a while, don't stop read-
ing the Bible! Every time you open it, God is speaking to you.

sounding names for people, places, and things, don't they? Try Heilongjiang, the &

Why Are There So Many
Different Bible Versions?

The Bible wasn't originally written in English. In fact, different parts were written
in different languages. Most of the Old Testament was written in ancient Hebrew.
Small portions of the Old Testament were written in ancient Aramaic. The New
Testament was originally written in ancient Greek. See a pattern?
God wants everyone in the world to read, understand, and believe the Bible.
To meet this goal, people throughout the ages have translated the Bible into
lots of different languages—English, Spanish, Chinese, French, Russian, and
Arabic, to name a few. The list goes on and on. In some languages, the Bible
has been translated more than once. That's because languages change over time.
People don't speak and write English today the same way they did a hundred
years ago, right? (Heard anyone say “Four score and seven years ago” lately?)
Bible translators have a special calling to make sure the Bible speaks clearly
to as many people as possible. That's the main reason there are so many different
versions of the Bible.

o)
2
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A Note to Readers

The Holy Bible, New Living Translation, was first publishec in 1996. It quickly
became one of the most popular Bible translations in the English-speaking world.
While the NLT's influence was rapidly growing, the Bible Translation Committee
determined that an zdditional investment in scholarly review and text refinement
could make it even better. So shortly after its initial publication, the committee
began an eight-year process with the purpose of increasing the level of the

NLT's precision without sacrificing its easy-to-understand quality. This second-
generation text was completed in 2004 and is reflected in this edition of the
New Living Translation. An additional update with minor changes was subse-
quently introduced in 2007.

The goal of any Bible translation is to convey the meaning and content of the
ancient Hehrew, Aramaic, and Greek texts as accurately as possible to contempo-
rary readers. The challenge for our translators was to create a text that would
communicate as clearly and powerfully to today's readers as the original texts did
to readers and listeners in the ancient biblical world. The resulting translation is
easy to read and understand, while zlso accurately communicating the meaning
and content of the original biblical texts. The NLT is a general-purpose text espe-
cially good for study, devotional reading, and reading aloud in worship services.

We believe that the New Living Translation—which combines the latest biblical
scholarship with a clear, dynamic writing style—will communicate God's word
powerfully to all who read it. We publish it with the prayer that God will use it
to speak his timeless truth to the church and the world in a fresh, new way.

The Publishers
October 2007

Ae’knowledgmcnts

The following people contributed to the Hands-On Bible:

Group Publishing, Inc., editorial team:
Joani Schultz, Sue Geiman, Karl Leuthauser, Jan Kershner,
Lyndsay E. Gerwing, Alison Imbriaco

Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., publishing team:

Douglas R. Knox, Blaine A. Smith, Kevin 0'Brien, Kim Johnson, Tim Willms,
Betty Free Swanberg, Pat LaCosse, Mark Norton, Leanne Rolland, Anisa Baker,
Gwen Elliott

Writers:

Linda Anderson, Gwyn Borcherding, Teryl Cartwright, Nancy Wendland Feehrer,

Jane Fries, Jennifer Hooks, Allison Hummel, Mikal Keefer, Scott M. Kinner,

Gina Leuthauser, Carolyn Luengen, Nappaland Communications, Beth Robinson,
Larry Shallenberger, Amy Simpson, Bonnie Temple, Helen Turnbull, Paul Weods

Designers and artists:
Sharon Andersan, Nancy Serbus, Allen Tefft, Stephen Beer, Jeff Spencer,
Jacqueline L. Nufiez, Daniel Farrell, Toolbox Creative

Other artists include Mitch Martimer, Joe Stites, Vlasta van Kampen,
and Matt Wood



