
Visit Tyndale’s exciting Web site at www.tyndale.com

Discover the Real Jesus

Copyright © 2004 by Bright Media Foundation. All rights reserved.

Cover photograph copyright © by Gyori Antoine/Corbis Images. All rights reserved.

Portions of this book were adapted from Bill Bright, Transferable Concepts for Powerful Living
(San Bernardino, Calif.: Here’s Life Publishers, 1985) and Bill Bright, How You Can Pray with Confidence
(Orlando: NewLife Publications, 1998). Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Designed by Ron Kaufmann

Edited by Lynn Vanderzalm and Michal Needham

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living
Translation, copyright © 1996. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton,
Illinois 60189. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked NIV are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®. NIV®.
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan
Publishing House. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked TLB are taken from The Living Bible, copyright © 1971. Used by
permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, Illinois 60189. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked KJV are taken from the Holy Bible, King James Version.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Bright, Bill.
Discover the real Jesus / Bill Bright.

p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references.

ISBN 0-8423-8620-3 (pbk.)
1. Jesus Christ—Person and offices. I. Title.

BT203.B75 2004
232—dc22                                                                                                         2004008296

Printed in the United States of America

10 09 08 07 06 05 04
8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1



C O N T E N T S

Acknowledgments.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ix

An Incredible Man.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . xi

PART 1: Who Is Jesus?
1. A Momentous Decision .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3
2. “Who Do People Say That I Am?”.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11
3. What Does Jesus Say about Himself?.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 21

PART 2: Why Is Jesus So Important?
4. The Miraculous Birth .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 29
5. The Mystery of Two in One .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 39
6. Our Good Shepherd.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 47
7. The Lamb of God .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 55
8. The Miracle That Changed the World .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 65

PART 3: How Do I Respond to Jesus?
9. Christ in Me.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 77
10. The Love of Jesus .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 91
11. The Leadership of Jesus .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 101
12. The Obedience of Jesus .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 111
13. The Prayers of Jesus .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 119

PART 4: How Do I Spread My Love for Jesus?
14. The Body of Christ .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 131
15. The Mission of Jesus .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 141
16. A Savior Who Never Fails .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 153

Notes .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 165
About the Author .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 169



A N I N C R E D I B L E M A N

I have a friend who’s had an amazing impact on my life. Maybe you have a friend
like that too.1

This man is the epitome of integrity. In the midst of a culture where too many
people live by deception and the power of unbridled egos, my friend is true to the
core. What you see is what you get. He has no pretense, no show. He is utterly reli-
able. When he says he’ll do something, he does it. It’s so refreshing. I know I can
trust this man.

I have such confidence in my friend’s wisdom that when I have key decisions to
make, he’s the person I turn to. He’s a patient listener, helping me to explore my
options, my motives, and my doubts. He has given me advice countless times in
my life, and never once has that advice led me in the wrong direction.

Our relationship is so comfortable that I tell him everything and anything. He
makes me feel safe. He lets me dream, always encouraging me to press on to ac-
complish big things for God. He also lets me unearth the dark parts of my heart,
the doubts and fear, the insecurities and temptations. When I do that, though, he
never attacks me. He listens, and then in his gentle way he prods me to change, al-
ways pointing me toward what is true and pure.

And he’s like that with everyone he knows. Patient. Kind. Wise. True.
One of the things I most admire about him is his compassion. He is so sensitive

to people’s needs. While he cares for people of every stripe and background, he has
a real heart for the poor. He’s the kind of man who spends time with homeless peo-
ple, with Alzheimer’s and AIDS patients, with the people society often casts aside
as worthless. But no one is worthless to him. I’ve seen him give attention and value
to people most of us would ignore or avoid. He’s as comfortable with a convict as
he is with a church leader. I wish I had his heart and love for people.

That’s really the crux of it for me. This man is so attractive that I want to be like
him. I want his heart. His humility. His ability to love sacrificially. His absolute
commitment to the truth.

My friend has been a powerful mentor to me. As I said, I just want to be more
and more like him.

As you’ve probably guessed by now, the friend I describe is Jesus Christ. He’s
everything I’ve said about him—and more. So much more. I’ve written this book
because I want you to meet Jesus for yourself.
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My hope and prayer is that you will discover who Jesus really is. And when you
do, your life will be changed forever.

I didn’t always know and love Jesus. In fact, I entered adulthood very confident
in my own skills and power. I didn’t need anyone else.

Let me tell you my story. . . .

xii

1 Even though Dr. Bright died during the final revisions and editing of this book, the pub-
lishers decided to retain the verb tenses in the present tense to reflect his thoughts in his ini-
tial writing of the book.
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A Momentous Decision

When you look back at your life, can you point to one event that
changed your entire future? I vividly recall a day that upended almost
everything I believed.

The day started out innocuously enough. I was a young man at the time,
starting a new adventure. I had just moved to Los Angeles, the movie capi-
tal of the world, from a ranch near Coweta, Oklahoma. I had dreams of be-
coming a successful actor or businessman so that I could be wealthy, live in
a big house, drive the best cars, and travel the world. The teeming culture of
Southern California seemed like the place to achieve my goals.

I came from an ambitious family. My grandfather, Samuel Bright, had
made the “run for land” during the land-rush days in Oklahoma in the late
1880s. My father, Dale Bright, was a macho rancher who could ride wild
broncos and tame unruly cattle. These two men were my role models. They
were honest, hardworking, and unafraid. I expected to be as successful as
they were.

On my first day in Los Angeles, I stopped for a red light at the corner of
Sunset Boulevard and Figueroa Street, where I noticed a clean-cut young
man looking for a ride. When I asked him if he wanted to jump into my car,
he introduced himself as Dawson Trotman. Later, I found out that he was
the director and founder of the Navigators evangelistic ministry. He in-
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vited me home for dinner, and since I was so new in town and had nowhere
else to go, I accepted.

Around the Trotman dinner table, I met some other people associated
with the Navigators organization. These people were intelligent, attrac-
tive—and they quoted Bible verses!

This combination was a mystery to me. As a youngster in Coweta, I had
been baptized and had joined the local church, but those were rituals most
people observed. My grandfather and father considered religion all right
for women and children, but the men in my family were not too involved in
the church. In fact, for them the church was a part of the community’s so-
cial fabric, nothing more. Since I wanted to be like the men in my family,
especially my grandfather, I accepted their perspective.

After dinner at the Trotmans’, the men announced that they were going
to a birthday party at the home of Charles E. Fuller in honor of his son,
Dan, who was home from the navy. Our country was in the midst of World
War II, and I had ardently wanted to join the military, but a pierced ear-
drum barred my enlistment. When the men asked if I would like to come
along to the navy man’s birthday celebration, I accepted.

At the party, I met another group of appealing people who were also very
open about their religious beliefs. They talked about Jesus Christ as if they
knew Him. But they didn’t press me about my beliefs. After the party, I
stayed overnight at the Trotman home, then went on my way.

About that time, I became involved in a business partnership making
and selling specialty food. Within a short time, I bought out my partner
and worked eighteen- to twenty-hour days building Bright’s California
Confections. My products were picked up by several well-known stores and
even marketed overseas. At the same time, I was studying drama at the Hol-
lywood Talent Showcase, doing amateur radio once a week, and in my
spare time riding horseback in the Hollywood Hills. I had money for
clothes and a nice car. The future looked sunny.

SHAKEN FROM MY PATH
Right about that time another unusual event happened. I rented an apart-
ment from a friendly elderly couple who repeatedly invited me to attend
their church. They were excited about their pastor, Louis Evans Sr., and I
was mystified about how anyone could love a preacher so much.

Late one Sunday afternoon when I was returning from riding in the
hills, I impulsively decided to check out my landlord’s church, Hollywood
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Presbyterian. I slipped into the back pew because I smelled of horse and
sweat. I left before the service ended, deciding that I had done my duty.

Not too long after that, I received a call from a young woman involved in
the church’s college and career department. She invited me to attend a
party at a ranch owned by a movie star who was a member of the church. Of
course, I agreed to go. Meeting a rancher who was an actor might be a good
connection for my own acting career.

I didn’t know what to expect at this sort of a party, but what I saw sur-
prised me—three hundred of the sharpest college-age men and women I
had ever met. Their happiness didn’t fit the mold of my ideas about reli-
gious people. And strangely, they also talked about Jesus Christ as if they
had truly met Him.

Attracted by what I saw, I started attending church meetings. Soon I got
to know Dr. Henrietta Mears, a tireless worker and dynamic woman who
was the education director at the church. She had traveled the world and
had a global perspective on life. She shattered all my preconceived ideas
about what a religious person was. She talked to our group about a living,
personal God who wanted to have a relationship with each person He had
created. This captivated me.

My confusion over religion came to a head one Wednesday evening in
the spring of 1945. Dr. Mears was teaching from the New Testament about
the life of the apostle Paul. She told us the story of how he zealously tried to
stamp out the new religion that had recently cropped up. That religion was
what we today call Christianity. In the early part of his life, Paul’s goal was
to capture Christians so that he could take them to Jerusalem, where they
would be stoned. He was a true anti-Christian zealot.

But as Paul (then known as Saul) traveled to Damascus one day, an
amazing moment changed his life forever. Right there on that road, Paul
was blinded by a brilliant light, and he heard a voice that called his name
and asked, “Why are you persecuting Me?”

Confused by the mysterious voice, Paul asked, “Who are you?”
The voice answered: “I am Jesus, the One you are persecuting! Now get up

and go into the city, and you will be told what you are to do” (Acts 9:5-6).
From the moment Paul heard that voice, his life was changed. Jesus

Christ had pursued him and cared enough to stop him in his tracks.
Paul’s life did an about-face. Soon he began preaching and teaching

about Jesus, the very one he had hated, and Paul became instrumental in
establishing a new movement that in time would spread around the globe!
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When Dr. Mears finished telling the story, she addressed her audience.
“The happiest people in the world,” she explained, “are those who are in
the center of God’s will. The most miserable people are those who are not
doing God’s will.”

Her words hit me hard. I thought of my own ambitions and goals—they
were all self-centered. I had not considered God when making any of them.

But what Dr. Mears said next was even more earthshaking. “Not many
of us have dramatic emotional conversion experiences as Paul did. But the
circumstances don’t really matter. What matters is your response to the
questions ‘Who art Thou, Lord?’ and ‘What wilt Thou have me to do?’”

Then she challenged us to take the next step by going home, getting on
our knees before God, and asking Him the same two questions.

That night I did exactly what she suggested. I knelt beside my bed and
asked with a prayerful heart, “Who art Thou, Lord?” and “What wilt Thou
have me to do?” I didn’t have an emotional experience or hear directly from
Jesus as Paul did. But at that moment, I began my personal journey in dis-
covering the real Jesus Christ. Little did I know how much those questions
would change my life!1

RELIGION OR RELATIONSHIP?
Since that night more than fifty years ago, I have found that many people
have a serious misconception about Jesus Christ—they see Christianity as a
religion, not a relationship. This is the difference: Religion is our effort to
reach up to God. In other words, we feel we must do “this” and “this” and
“this” to obtain God’s attention and pleasure. Christianity, however, is the
story of how God reached down to begin a relationship with us. He did this
by sending His perfect Son, Jesus Christ, to open a way for us to have a deep
and meaningful relationship with the God of the universe.

When humans invent a religion, they create a god in their own image—
gods made of wood or stone or metal. Museums around the world are filled
with the images of gods who resemble the people who worshipped them.
The character of the gods reflects the culture in which they were conceived.

But Jesus came to a world that was not expecting someone with His char-
acter and mission. Even His closest friends didn’t understand what He was
about until after His death. In the person of Jesus of Nazareth—a Jewish
man who ministered along the dusty roads of the Middle East for about
three years—God reached out to His human creation. This contact was per-
sonal and loving, and it culminated in the greatest sacrifice ever made.
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My dear friend Josh McDowell, who has probably spoken to more audi-
ences about the claims of Christ than anyone else in history, tells the story
of how he had fallen into the trap of thinking that Christianity is a religion.
Josh was a brash, self-centered university student when he found himself
attracted to a group of students who had a quality he desired. During a
conversation with a group of them, he asked, “What makes you different?”

One young woman in the group looked Josh straight in the eyes and
said, “Jesus Christ.”

“Don’t give me that kind of garbage,” Josh exclaimed. “I’m fed up with
religion, the Bible, and the church.”

The woman shot back, “Mister, I didn’t say ‘religion.’ I said ‘Jesus
Christ.’”

Josh went on from that day to meet the Person who is Christianity—
Jesus Christ. And Josh’s life was radically changed.2

DISCOVERING THE REAL JESUS
In this book I want to introduce you to the real Jesus—the Person who de-
sires to have a relationship with you. Of course, as we discover who Jesus is,
we will have to look at some facts about His life, His death, and His mission
on earth. But these facts are a way of understanding the personality and
love of Jesus and His desire to be your closest friend.

I can tell you from personal experience that knowing Jesus—not just
knowing about Him—will change your life in ways you cannot imagine. Per-
haps you have already met Him in a personal way but are seeking to under-
stand Him more deeply. Or maybe you have never been introduced to Him
on a personal level and want to know more.

Jesus is the most attractive person you will ever meet. After five decades
of walking with Him, I can tell you that His qualities have come to mean so
much to me: His unconditional love when I fail Him; His patience when I
don’t “get it” very quickly; His compassion when my heart aches; His joy
when my whole world seems to be crumbling. As you read along with me,
you will find in Jesus qualities that will become meaningful to you too.
He’s like that. He touches each of our lives in ways that are unique to our
personality and circumstances.

Getting to know Jesus will change how you interact with the world.
Years ago when I was a small boy, I remember watching my father break in
wild horses. How skilled he was! He took plenty of time and patience to get
the bridle over the quivering nostrils of the animal. As I watched, I could
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see that my father knew just how to handle the unruly creature so that the
horse could become a useful part of the ranch. So many times I have
thought about that scene and related it to how patient and gentle Jesus has
been with me all these years as He has worked with my outlandish
thoughts and behaviors. He had a lot to change in the heart of that vain,
ambitious young Oklahoma man who was out to conquer the world.

Another vivid picture I have of my father is when he would tame a wild
colt. He would bring the young animal’s mother into the corral to stand
beside him. Eventually, the colt would calm down and inch close to his
mother. Gradually, my father would move between the colt and the mare,
and the colt would allow him to slip on the bridle. The colt could be tamed
because he saw the acceptance in his mother’s eyes.

This, too, reminds me of Jesus. He is the One who stands beside us, full
of wisdom and calmness. He is there to protect us, to teach us, to show us
what is good and what to avoid. He has much more concern for our lives
than the mare had for her colt.

THE ADVENTURE BEGINS
My grandfather and my father are still two of the most important role mod-
els in my life. Although both of them have died, my memories of them are
clear and endearing. My mother’s faith also remains as a dominant force in
my life. Her influence grew as I became more aware of her love for Jesus.

But beginning on that spring day in 1945, I found someone who is the
perfect role model. That person is Jesus Christ. As I grew closer to Him, my
commitment to His mission grew deeper. And I became more like Him in
every way.

In the coming pages I want to share with you just how He took the raw
clay of a materialistic young man and gave me a life of adventure that I
never could have imagined. He showed me not only who He is but also
what He wants me to do.

But right now, these questions hang in the air for you to answer: Who do
you say that Jesus is? and What does He want you to do? Until you answer
these questions, your life will not be complete. In the next chapter, we will
tackle the issues behind these questions.

Before we go on, let me explain about the “Discover Jesus” questions
that you will find at the end of each chapter. I encourage you to take time
to consider each question asked there. They will help you relate the con-
cepts in the chapter to your own unique life situation.
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Discover Jesus 

Read about the Real Jesus: Listen to what the apostle Paul said later
on in his life:

I harshly persecuted the church. And I obeyed the Jewish law so

carefully that I was never accused of any fault. I once thought all

these things were so very important, but now I consider them

worthless because of what Christ has done. Yes, everything else is

worthless when compared with the priceless gain of knowing

Christ Jesus my Lord.

P H I L I P P I A N S 3 : 6 - 8

1. What things were very important to Paul, and why did he later
consider those very things to be worthless?

2. What things do you consider to be “so very important” in your life?

3. On a scale of 1 to 10, how would you rate your knowledge about
Jesus? (1 = next to nothing, and 10 = I’ve learned everything there is
to know about Him)

4. On a scale of 1 to 10, how would you rate your desire to know more
about Jesus? (1 = no interest at all, and 10 = great interest)

9
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