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January
HEAVEN
Read: 1 Corinthians 15:35-44 1
“Mom, I wish I could explain to little Lindsey about colors,” said Maxwell with 
a sigh. “This afternoon I mentioned that the sky was so blue, but she  couldn’t 
 under stand what that meant.”

“I know. Lindsey  doesn’t see color because she’s blind,” said Mom. “But her 
other senses seem to be more keen than ours. For one thing, she recognizes 
people by their footsteps or voice. We  couldn’t do that with very many people!”

Just then Brian burst into the kitchen. “Can I have a cookie, please?” he 
begged, opening the cookie jar.

“Yes, but just one,” agreed Mom. “What did you learn at Bible club today, 
Brian?”

“About heaven,” replied Brian, after swallowing a mouthful of cookie. “But 
I  don’t  under stand it very well.”

“I  don’t  under stand it, either,” said Maxwell. “I  can’t quite picture what we’ll 
be doing there all the time.”

Mom thought hard. “Maxwell,” she said slowly, “remember how difficult—
even impossible—it is for Lindsey to  under stand what colors are? In the same 
way, it’s impossible for us to  under stand exactly what heaven is like. It’s a 
completely different world, and we  can’t totally know what it will be like.”

“What if we  don’t like it?” asked Brian,  only half joking.
Mom smiled. “Do you think Lindsey would hesitate if she had the chance 

to see?”
“Of course not,” said Maxwell and Brian at the same time.
“But she  doesn’t  under stand what it’s like to be able to see,” Mom told them.
“No, but she knows that sight is something wonderful,” said Maxwell, “even 

though she  doesn’t quite  under stand it. She knows it’s great because of what we 
tell her about it.”

“And we know that heaven is going to be wonderful because of the things 
God tells us about it,” replied Mom. “All our comparisons and descriptions fall far 
short of the glorious reality of heaven.” MTF

�
HOW ABOUT YOU?
Do you  ever wonder and question and argue—and even worry—about heaven and how life 
there will be different from your life here on earth? Although heaven will certainly be different, 
be assured that it will be wonderful and far better than life on earth.

HEAVEN WILL BE 
WONDERFUL

MEMORIZE:
 “Now we see but a poor reflection as 
in a mirror; then we shall see face to 
face. Now I know in part; then I shall 

know fully, even as I am fully known.” 
1 Corinthians 13:12, NIV



January
OPEN WIDE

Read: Joshua 24:14-162
“Want me to feed Celina today?” Miguel asked his mother.

“Sure, thanks,” replied Mom, as she handed Miguel a baby spoon and jar of 
mashed peas.

“Open wide,” Miguel said, dipping the spoon into the baby food jar and put-
ting a spoonful of the peas into Celina’s mouth. Celina spit the green peas back 
out. “Hey! You’re supposed to eat them!” scolded Miguel. He tried to put another 
spoonful of peas into her mouth, but she clamped her lips shut and turned her 
head away.

Mom chuckled. “You can keep offering them to her, but if she won’t accept 
them,  I’m afraid you  can’t make her eat them.” She took a jar from the cupboard 
and handed it to Miguel. “Here, try some carrots instead.”

Miguel held out some carrots to Celina. This time Celina opened her mouth 
and accepted a spoonful. After that she willingly took some more. “See. They’re 
good,” said Miguel. “And they’re good for you, too,  aren’t they, Mom?”

 “Yes, they are,” Mom agreed, “but babies  don’t realize that we know what’s 
good for them, so they  don’t always want to accept what we offer.”

Miguel turned to look at his mom. “Our youth pastor said we’re something 
like that,” Miguel told her. “He said God loves us and knows what’s best for us, 
and he wants us to believe in  Jesus as Savior and to serve him. But God lets us 
choose whether or not we want to accept him and serve him.”

Mom nodded. “That’s right. Just like Celina decided whether or not to accept 
the food you offered her, we decide whether or not to accept  Jesus and receive the 
salvation God offers us,” she said. “And after we do accept him, we have to decide 
whether to faithfully live for him and serve him.” GJT

�
HOW ABOUT YOU?
Have you accepted  Jesus as your Savior? Have you decided to serve him all of your life? Or 
are you turning your head—and heart—away? God loves you and knows it’s best for you to 
not  only have  Jesus in your life, but also to spend your life serving him. Why not “open wide”? 
Decide today to receive him as Savior, and then give your life in service for him.

MEMORIZE:
“Choose for yourselves this day whom 
you will serve.” Joshua 24:15, NIV

DECIDE TO LOVE  
AND SERVE  JESUS



January
THE BEST ANSWER
Read: Romans 8:26-28 3
It hadn’t been a good day for Michael. Nothing seemed to be any fun since his 
best friend, Daniel, had moved away. “Please, dear God,” prayed Michael that 
night, “let Daniel come back and live here again.”

“I know you miss Daniel very much,” commented Dad as he tucked Michael 
into bed, “but I  don’t think his family is going to move back here.”

“Yes, they will,” Michael said confidently. “I asked God to bring them back, 
and he’ll answer my prayer, won’t he?”

“Yes,” agreed Dad. “God always answers prayer, but his answer  isn’t always 
what we want it to be.” After a moment, he asked, “Do you remember the time 
your puppy ran out the front gate and almost got hit by a car? Why do you 
suppose he did that?”

“I remember,” Michael said. “Kipper came out because he wanted to be where 
I was.”

“If that was what he wanted, why  didn’t you let him stay outside the fence 
with you?” asked Dad.

“Because he  wouldn’t be safe there,” Michael answered promptly. “Kipper 
 doesn’t know enough to stay on the sidewalk like I do.”

Dad nodded. “So even though Kipper wanted to be outside the fence, 
you knew better,” he said. “That’s the way God is. His answer to our prayers 
sometimes has to be ‘no’ because he knows what’s best for us.”

“But why  wouldn’t God want Daniel to come back?” Michael asked. “That 
 couldn’t be bad for me.”

“But it might not be best for Daniel’s family. His father had been out of work 
until he found a good job in another state,” replied Dad. “Instead of praying that 
Daniel will come back, perhaps you should be asking God to help him and his 
family adjust to their new home.”

Slowly Michael nodded. “And I’ll ask God to help me find a new best friend, 
too,” he decided. KRA

�
HOW ABOUT YOU?
Do you think God should answer all your prayers exactly the way you want? If things  don’t go 
your way, do you think God  doesn’t care? That’s not true. He does care, and he knows what is 
best for you. So even when God’s answer to your prayer is “no,” trust him and believe that his 
way is best.

ACCEPT GOD’S 
ANSWER

MEMORIZE:
“And we know that God causes  every-

thing to work together for the good 
of those who love God and are called 

according to his purpose for them.” 
Romans 8:28



January
PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT

Read: 1 Timothy 5:1-44
“Hey, pass the gravy.” Andrew interrupted the conversation at dinner.

Dad frowned. “Didn’t you notice that your mother and I were talking?” he 
asked. “You interrupted us.”

“Well, sor-ree,” said Andrew, stressing the second syllable of the word. “But 
pass the gravy. I need some more.”

Mom shook her head. “Whatever happened to saying ‘please’?”
“Okay,” replied Andrew. “Please may I have the gravy?” He rolled his eyes. 

“It’s not like we’re out in a restaurant or anything,” he complained.
“Would you use better manners in a restaurant?” asked Dad.
“Well, yeah,” answered Andrew, “or . . . like . . . if I was at somebody’s house 

for dinner. You  don’t expect me to be all proper and  every thing around here at 
home, do you?”

“Actually,” answered Dad, “yes, I do. You seem to think you should respect 
 only people outside your own family—that you need to use good manners  only 
when you’re around other people. But the Bible says you are to honor your 
parents, and developing good manners is one way of showing honor and respect.”

Andrew stared at his dad. “But . . . ”
“Home is also the perfect place for you to learn to do good and make right 

choices,” added Mom. “Home is where you should be practicing the right way to 
do things.”

“A football player practices to get in shape for the Super Bowl,” said Dad, 
“and a figure skater practices to get in shape for the Olympics. In the same way, 
here at home you should practice doing things right so that in school or in the 
neighborhood or wherever you are, you’ll be in shape to behave correctly.” He 
paused. “Do you  under stand what we’re saying? Do you have any questions?”

Andrew looked thoughtful. After a moment, he grinned. “Yes,” he said. “May 
I please have some more of that delicious gravy?” BH

�
HOW ABOUT YOU?
Does your behavior at home show that you honor your parents? You should be polite, thought-
ful, and kind wherever you are, especially at home. That will please your parents, but best of 
all, it will please God. And it will prepare you to be polite wherever you are.

MEMORIZE: 
“Children . . . should learn first of all 
to put their religion into practice by 
caring for their own family . . . for this 
is pleasing to God.” 1 Timothy 5:4, NIV

PRACTICE 
GOOD MANNERS 

AT HOME



January
THE BEST COMPUTER
Read: Job 38:4-7; 41:11 5
Tyler stared at his dad’s computer screen. “A boy in my class—Jared—says we’re 
smarter than God,” he said. “He says if we can invent computers, we can do 
anything. I told him we will always need God. Won’t we, Dad?”

“Yes, but  I’m afraid lots of people think the way Jared does,” answered Dad. 
“Tyler, do you think this computer can give us the answer to the question you 
just asked?”

“Not unless somebody programmed it to answer that question,” Tyler replied. 
“And the answer would depend on who programmed it. The computer  can’t think 
for itself.”

Dad rubbed his chin. “So the computer  can’t be any smarter than the person 
who programs it?”

“Right,” agreed Tyler.
“Do you know when the first computer was built?” asked Dad. Tyler shook 

his head. “It happened thousands of years ago,” said Dad. “That first computer 
was built into Adam, and it was called a ‘brain.’ Who programmed it?”

“God did,” answered Tyler.
“Right,” said Dad. “Do you think the human brain could be smarter than the 

one who programmed it?”
“No,” Tyler said.
“Right again,” said Dad. “You know, Tyler, when the mechanical computer 

was first invented, people called it an electronic brain. They were copying God’s 
idea. But God made it better than humans  ever will. In fact, the human brain is 
still much more powerful than any electronic computer.”

“Really?” asked Tyler. He sighed. “I can hardly remember my locker number, 
but this computer remembers  every thing.”

“That’s because we humans  only use a very small percentage of our brain 
power,” Dad told him.

“Why is that?” asked Tyler.
Dad looked uncertain. “I  don’t know. Maybe God decided we  weren’t 

responsible enough to use it all,” he suggested.
Tyler grinned. “Yeah,” he said. “If we did, maybe more people would get the 

idea that they were smarter than him.” HMT

�
HOW ABOUT YOU?
Did you know that you own one of the most powerful computers in the world? Your brain is 
more wonderfully designed than anything humans can create. Nothing has been done that 
God  hasn’t thought of first. People believe they can do anything with computers, but the truth 
is, they  can’t do anything without God. He is—and always will be—the all-powerful and all-
knowing God.

PEOPLE CAN’T 
OUTSMART GOD

MEMORIZE:
“For apart from me you can do 

nothing.” John 15:5



January
WHERE’S GOD?

Read: Psalm 139:1-126
Joel lay on the sofa, his bald head a circle against the white pillow. Medical 
treatments had caused his hair to fall out. His mother looked over at him just 
as a tear slid down his cheek. “What’s wrong, honey?” she asked. “Not feeling so 
good today?”

“ I’m scared,” replied Joel in a trembling voice. “It seems like God has gone 
away. Ever since I got sick, it feels as if he  isn’t here at all.”

“It may feel like that,” Mom said, “but God promises to always be with us. It’s 
hard sometimes to keep praying and trusting him, but we need to do that.” She 
sat down beside Joel. “The way you feel  isn’t surprising, though,” added Mom. “It 
reminds me of something that happened to me when I was little.”

“Were you sick, too?” asked Joel.
Mom shook her head. “No. I was with my family on a train trip,” she said. 

“We stopped in a city, and my daddy got off the train. I remember watching for 
him to come back, afraid that the train would leave without him. I was so relieved 
when I saw him walk past the window. But a few minutes later, we started 
moving, and he  wasn’t yet with us. I was terrified because I thought we had left 
him behind.”

“So did you?” asked Joel.
“No, but it certainly felt like it,” said Mom. “Even though my mother kept 

saying she knew my daddy was on the train, I  couldn’t quite believe her. I cried 
until he walked back into the car. I would have saved myself a lot of worry if I had 
trusted my mom’s word. And God’s Word is more trustworthy than any person’s. 
We can believe it when God says he’ll never leave us.”

“Show me where it says that,” said Joel. “I want to read it for myself.” VEN

�
HOW ABOUT YOU?
When bad things happen to you—you get sick, your dad loses his job, your friend moves 
away, or your family splits up—it may feel as though God has forgotten about you. It may 
seem like he  doesn’t care. But the Bible says he is near to those who know him. Instead of 
worrying, you can choose to trust that God’s loving presence is near, no matter how you feel.

MEMORIZE: 
“God has said, ‘Never will I leave 
you; never will I forsake you.’  ” 
Hebrews 13:5, NIV

GOD IS ALWAYS 
NEAR YOU



January
YOUR ACHILLES’ HEEL
Read: Matthew 26:31-35, 69-75 7
“Mr. Simpson started to tell us a Greek myth about a warrior called Achilles,” 
David told his folks one evening, “but then the bell rang. He said he’d finish the 
story tomorrow.”

“Tell it to me, Davie,” begged little Johnny.
“Okay, Johnny—but remember, it’s not a true story,” said David. “Anyway, 

Achilles was dipped in a magic river when he was a baby, and he became in-in-in 
. . . invulnerable!” he said triumphantly.

“What does that mean?” asked Johnny.
“It means he  couldn’t be harmed,” explained David. “The magic river made 

Achilles so strong and mighty that no weapon could  ever hurt him.” David 
grinned. “I’d like to be like Achilles, so no one would  ever be able to fight me and 
win!”

“Ah, but Mr. Simpson  didn’t finish the story,” Dad reminded David. “Achilles 
 wasn’t as invulnerable as you seem to think.”

“He  wasn’t?” asked David.
Dad shook his head. “When his mother dipped him into the river, she held on 

to him by his heel. Since his heel  didn’t touch the water, it  wasn’t invulnerable 
like the rest of his body.”

“Oh, well,” said David, “his heel was  only a small spot.”
“True,” said Dad, “but the story says that Achilles died after being shot in 

the heel by a poisoned arrow. The term Achilles’ heel is now used to describe the 
weak or vulnerable spot in a person’s life.”

“Wow!” exclaimed David. “Too bad his heel  wasn’t dipped, too.”
“You know, David, it’s possible for a Christian to think of himself as a 

spiritual Achilles,” said Dad. “We may think we’re so good and honest that Satan 
 can’t touch us. But he always seems to find our weak points— our ‘Achilles’ 
heel’—and he attacks us there. We need to ask God for his protection and 
strength in areas where we are weak.” MTF

�
HOW ABOUT YOU?
What’s your “Achilles’ heel”? Is it pride? A tendency to lie? Greed? A hot temper? A desire to 
be popular? You may pride yourself on being a “good” Christian, but be careful! You also have 
weaknesses—weak points that Satan loves to take advantage of. Be honest. Ask God to show 
you your areas of weakness, and to help you guard against temptation in those areas.

DON’T BE 
OVERCONFIDENT

MEMORIZE:
“If you think you are standing strong, 

be careful, for you, too, may fall into the 
same sin.” 1 Corinthians 10:12



January
ONE AT A TIME

Read: Matthew 11:28-308
Anthony bit on his pencil as he stared at a page in his math book. “Math’s hard,” 
he said. “I hope I pass this year.”

Dad looked over Anthony’s shoulder. “Page 117? You still have a ways to go in 
your book,  don’t you?” asked Dad.

Anthony frowned. “Yeah,” he said. “And I’ve looked ahead; the problems  only 
get harder.”

Dad took the pencil out of Anthony’s hand. “You need a study break,” he said, 
“and I’ve got a dresser to move. How about helping me?”

Anthony nodded and followed Dad to the bedroom. Anthony went to one end 
of the dresser, and Dad went to the other. They pushed and pulled, but it  wouldn’t 
budge. “What have you got in there?” exclaimed Anthony.

Dad grinned. “It must be your mother’s stuff,” he joked. “Let’s take out the 
drawers. That should make it easier.” After they removed the drawers, Anthony 
went to the empty dresser and tried to move it by himself. It was still too heavy. 
Dad chuckled again and went to help.

Together, Dad and Anthony moved the dresser easily. “When we moved one 
part at a time and worked together, it  wasn’t so tough to move that dresser, was 
it?” said Dad as Anthony again sat down to work on his math. “You can solve your 
problem with math the same way. In fact, it’s a good way to tackle all of life’s 
problems.”

“What do you mean?” asked Anthony.
“Deal with your math one part at a time instead of worrying about the whole 

year all at once. And  don’t tackle it alone—ask God to help you,” said Dad. “Do 
the same thing when you face problems in life years, or even days, from now. Live 
one day at a time, and ask God to help you, not  only with math, but with all kinds 
of problems.” SML

�
HOW ABOUT YOU?
Do you have a problem that seems too big to handle? Maybe you have trouble with school-
work. Ask God to help you learn what you need to know, little by little. Maybe you need God 
to help you improve a friendship. For example, you may need to apologize or just be a good 
listener. Whatever your problem, go to God for help—not next year, but today!

MEMORIZE: 
“Give your burdens to the Lord, and he 
will take care of you.” Psalm 55:22

WITH GOD’S HELP, 
SOLVE PROBLEMS 

ONE AT A TIME



January
SNIFF
Read: 2 Corinthians 2:14-18 9
“Oh, no!” Mom looked up when she heard the wail from upstairs.

“I bet Brianna broke something,” said Tim. “She’s always dropping things.”
“Brianna,” called Mom. “What’s the problem?” There was no reply, so Mom 

headed up the stairs with Tim close behind. As they reached the top of the stairs, 
Brianna appeared at Mom’s bedroom door.

“Phew!” exclaimed Tim, sniffing the air. “What’s that smell?”
Brianna’s eyes filled with tears. “I was dusting your room like you asked me 

to do, Mom, and when I was moving things on the dresser, my hand slipped and 
knocked over your perfume—that bottle Aunt Carolyn gave you,” she explained. 
“It  didn’t break, but I guess it  wasn’t shut tight, and some spilled out.  I’m sorry, 
Mom. I  didn’t mean to do it.”

“Never mind,” said Mom gently. “It was an accident.”
Tim held his nose. “Ugh! Perfume! You smell,” he told Brianna.
“I do not!” replied Brianna indignantly.
Tim sniffed again. “You do smell,” he insisted. “Everything smells!”
Mom laughed. “Tim’s right,” she agreed.
“I guess so,” admitted Brianna, “but it’s a nice smell—not a bad one.”
“I hope both you kids will always spread a nice, pleasing fragrance,” said 

Mom.
Tim looked horrified. “What? Me smell like this? No way!”
Mom laughed. “ I’m not talking about the aroma of perfume, Tim,” she said. 

“ I’m talking about the aroma of Christ.”
Brianna and Tim looked puzzled, so Mom explained. “As Christians, we’re 

called to fill our world with a sweet-smelling fragrance—not with designer-label 
perfumes, but with the love of  Jesus,” she said.

“Uh . . . I still  don’t get it,” said Tim.
“When we’re helpful, kind to others, forgiving, loving—in other words, when 

we live the way  Jesus wants us to—we become the ‘fragrance’ of Christ to those 
around us,” said Mom. MTF

�
HOW ABOUT YOU?
What kind of aroma are you spreading at home, in your school, at the mall, or on the play-
ground? Are you spreading a sweet-smelling aroma by what you do and say? Although some 
people may criticize and turn away, to others you may be the fragrance that leads them to 
Christ.

SPREAD  JESUS’ 
AROMA

MEMORIZE:
“Our lives are a fragrance presented 
by Christ to God. But this fragrance 

is perceived differently by those 
being saved and by those perishing.” 

2 Corinthians 2:15



January
THE TELLTALE PRINTS

Read: Romans 16:19-2010
Jason looked up as his sister Tara turned a page and showed the picture of Papa 
Bear to their little sister, Beth. Tara continued to read the story to Beth. “ ‘Who’s 
been eating my porridge?’ growled Papa Bear.”

Jason spoke up. “Papa Bear could have found out who ate it if he had lifted 
fingerprints from his spoon,” he told them. “We learned in school that  every body 
has a different set of prints. No two are alike—ever. Match the prints and you’ve 
got the criminal.”

“Yeah, well, that’s nice, Jason. Now let us finish this story,” said Tara.
But Jason grabbed his magnifying glass and held it above Tara’s fingers. 

“See those ridges?” he asked. “They leave a mark on  every thing you touch. 
Investigators use special powders to dust for fingerprints, and the powder sticks 
to the invisible ridge marks. The investigator carefully brushes away the dust 
between the ridges and then the print can be photographed and lifted with a 
print-lifting tape.”

“Jason! We’re not interested in fingerprints right now. We just want to read 
the story,” said Tara.

“All right, but I’ve been practicing with my Junior Detective kit,” said Jason, 
“so you’d better keep your fingers off my stuff!”

“Don’t be rude, Jason,” warned Mom, who had come into the room. “I hope 
you’ll make sure you  don’t leave ugly ‘prints’ on people’s lives.”

“What do you mean?” asked Jason.
“Well, the impressions we make on others are something like fingerprints,” 

said Mom. “People identify us by either the pleasant way we talk and act or by 
how rude we are. We develop a reputation. And of course, our words and actions 
should please God.”

“Yeah, Jason,” said Tara. “You better remember that, and . . .” She noticed 
Mom looking sternly at her. “And I’ll remember it, too,” Tara added. LJR

�
HOW ABOUT YOU?
Do the prints—the impressions—you make on others please both them and God? Make sure 
the reputation you gain is that of helpfulness, friendliness, and patience.

MEMORIZE:
“Choose a good reputation over great 
riches, for being held in high esteem 
is better than having silver or gold.” 
Proverbs 22:1

LEAVE GOOD 
IMPRESSIONS



Abilities, unique
April 28

Actions
July 19, September 9, December 13

Adoption
April 25

Anger
January 12, February 10, June 9, 
September 29

Appearance
April 19, September 1

Attitudes
January 26, June 3, July 23, 
August 17

Believing in  Jesus
May 22, 30, June 14, July 30, 
August 8, 15, October 7, 24, 
December 1, 31

Bible, the
January 13, March 26, December 2, 8

Bible reading and study
January 28, February 18, 21, 
March 21, 25, 28, June 2, 26, July 31, 
August 11, 26, November 19

Bible memory
February 24, March 9

Boldness
June 6

Body of Christ
October 8

Born again
January 16

Changes
March 30, September 20

Cheating
September 10, November 14

Christian life
August 2, September 21, October 13, 
20, November 5

Church
January 20, May 7, June 20, 
October 28

Communion
May 28

Complaining
March 29, November 25

Confessing sins
January 24, February 28, March 
13, 20, April 5, 27, May 12, 16, 
21, July 16, August 3, 14, 30, 31, 
September 19, 28, October 18, 
November 15, December 20

Consequences
February 23, July 24

Content, being
January 31, December 6

Index of Topics



Courage
November 3, December 14

Creation
March 26, May 6, June 12, 
November 26, December 16

Death
February 8, 27, March 17, April 2, 17, 
July 28, August 7

Devotions
August 6

Disappointment, discouragement
July 8, 22, August 25

Doing right
January 9, 11, 15, October 17, 
November 13, December 14

Drugs
July 24

Encouraging others
August 27, September 26

Enemies
July 25

Eternity
May 31, December 12

Evil, hooked by
June 29

Faith
July 6, August 4, October 3, 30, 
November 4, December 5

Faithfulness
March 14, June 19

Family
January 14, September 5

Fear
February 27, April 14, June 8, 
October 29, November 3, 4

Fighting
June 30, July 18

Following  Jesus
April 4, 11, September 13

Forgiving others, forgiveness
March 3, 12, April 15, November 22

Forgiveness of sins
January 24, June 4, August 22, 
November 15, December 15

Friendships
March 10, June 9, 24, September 20, 
October 14, 15, 26, November 13, 
18, 27

Fruit of the Spirit
September 3, 14, October 31

Future
January 21, March 24, June 22

Giving (of money, time, talents)
January 25, April 24, August 12, 
September 2, 4, December 9, 19, 24

God’s call, answering
July 21

God’s control
November 11
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